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Foreword 
 
 
16 May 2016 
 
 
 
It is an honour to have been asked to write this foreword for Tomakin – The Undiscovered 
History. 
 
The documentation of the history of Tomakin and the Tomaga River came about as the result 
of the Tomakin Community Association’s vision for everyone in the Tomakin community to 
have access to Tomakin’s rich, but largely forgotten history. 
 
In 2015 the Association was successful in obtaining a 2015 Cultural Grant from Art NSW which 
has allowed them to put this history together, gathering research from many sources, 
undertaking interviews with locals and with the invaluable help of the Moruya and District 
Historical Society Inc. 
 
The book outlines the geology and geography of the region and illustrates the lives, events, 
trials and tribulations of the people of Tomakin from its earliest known Aboriginal inhabitants 
to the present day. 
 
The Tomakin area is an ancient Aboriginal site with a rich and important history and 
association to the land, continued to this day through the many local families and the Mogo 
Local Aboriginal Lands Council. 
 
In the early years of European settlement, Tomakin developed as a significant town with a 
busy port and shipyard serving the timber industry.  At the same time in the surrounding 
areas, cattle and dairy farming, with milk and cheese production, was taking place. Timber 
production gradually phased out but the farming continued through to the 1960’s when 
housing development at “Sunpatch Beach Estate” began. 
 
The current day Tomakin with its strong community values and positive outlook, has grown 
from this early development. 
 
Tomakin is one of the many towns and villages, together with the surround rural areas, that 
form the Eurobodalla Shire.  It is important that our history is recorded before it is lost. 
 
Please enjoy reading the story of Tomakin – its history and its people. 

 
Councillor Lindsay Brown 
Mayor 

 



Preface 
 

Our little village has been variously known as Tommaghan; Tomago; Tomakin; Burry, Burri, 

Sunpatch and back to Tomakin again across its history. Even its current name of Tomakin has 

had several suggested origins with rumours that it was named after a local fisherman (Tom 

Akin) or that it was a shortened form of  the name of a local Aboriginal - Thomas Tinboy, 

King of Nelligan who spent a great deal of time in the Tomakin area with the early European 

settlers. While these have a certain attraction as explanations, it is most likely that the NSW 

naming board, on changing the name from Tomago in 1880, anglicised the Aboriginal name 

of Tommaghan which had been given to it by Thomas Florence in the sailing ship Wasp who 

had been ordered to examine the coast from Port Jackson to the Moruya River in 1828 and 

name places overlooked by Captain Cook. 

 

Other unofficial and tongue in cheek names, largely bestowed upon it by Canberra visitors 

have included “Dogpatch” after the Li’l Abner American comic strip series by Al Capp - In 

Capp's own words, Dogpatch was "an average stone-age community nestled in a bleak 

valley, between two cheap and uninteresting hills somewhere." The inhabitants were mostly 

lazy hillbillies, who usually wanted nothing to do with progress. It was also referred to as 

“Flypatch”; “the Village that Time Forgot” and “Sleepy old Tomakin”. These descriptions 

belie the fact that Tomakin has a very long and important history, playing a major role both 

pre settlement and in the development and growth of the Eurobodalla, punching way above 

its weight compared to many of the better known settlements. 

The area in which our village now sits has a rich tapestry of Aboriginal history and usage, 

stretching back in time well before the pyramids were built. As European settlement began 

and grew in the area, Tomakin developed into a vibrant and industrious village having 

variously had five sawmills, a ship building yard and operating as a very busy port with 

hundreds of visiting schooners trading across New South Wales, Victoria and even 

Queensland. The village grew rapidly around these facilities with a Post Office, Church, 

Schoolhouse, Boarding houses and Racecourse being established. It has also had several 

farms, dairies, cheese-making facilities and stores of various kinds including a butcher. 

This work has been an attempt to uncover these long lost footprints in the sands of Tomakin 

with the aim to inform, educate and hopefully, amuse readers while presenting a history of 

the place and its people. It is not designed to be a dry list of historical facts, but to bring to 

life some of the history, stories and lives of the people who have lived and worked here. 

This publication is only one small piece in the jigsaw of history of the Eurobodalla region. 

Although it is focussed on Tomakin, its full history intersects, affects and was affected by all 

of the other villages and towns which grew up around and with it – Mossy Point, Rosedale, 

Broulee, Mogo, Batemans Bay, Moruya and all the other settlements between. While Mossy 

Point (nee Connell’s Point) has been closely linked to the development and history of 

Tomakin, there are many excellent books and websites detailing its history (these can be 

found in the references section of this book). Tomakin itself however, has been largely 

sidelined other than in brief mentions across other publications. This book is an attempt to 

rectify this and I hope our Mossy Point neighbours will forgive me for including some of the 

history that took place on their side of the Tomago Riverbank as part of our Village’s 

development. Much of the farming and agricultural developments in Tomakin also spread 

across and from surrounding areas such as Rosedale. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hillbillies


To cover the entire history of our region in sufficient detail would be a mammoth task, but it 

is hoped that this small slice of history will encourage others to expand upon it and produce 

similar documents outlining their area’s part in the overall background and development of 

the South Coast of NSW. The great work of the Moruya and Bateman’s Bay Historical 

Societies cannot be underestimated in uncovering and cataloguing the history of our region 

and this book would not have been possible without their help and support. 

Although it can be quite a laborious task researching, gleaning and consolidating relevant 

snippets of information from many diverse and disparate sources, I can commend it to you. 

The excitement in finding small and largely unknown bits of information can be quite 

exhilarating and it is surprising how a coherent and fascinating story develops from piecing 

these together. It is a task that never quite finishes, so you will have to set a final point when 

you stop, having laid the groundwork for others to dig further into stories you discover. One 

example of this is the following article, which does not neatly fit into any of the sections 

contained within this book. It is intriguing, baffling and certainly deserves more 

investigation: 

Delegate Argus Jan 2nd 1936   The Bermagui Mystery  

Someone has recently been writing in the 'Sun' on the mysterious disappearance of Lamont 

Young and party from Bermagui in the early eighties. In the 'Sun' of December 19th A. J. 

McDonald writes: 

“In 1886, six years after the disappearance of the men at Bermagui, my brother and I 

were sent on a message to one of the sailing vessels which traded regularly to 

Tomakin for timber. Having completed the business, we were returning after nightfall 

by boat, a journey of some five miles up the Tomago River, and found pulling against 

the tide rather hard work. I suggested making a call on an oyster-man whose hut 

stood partly on the bank of the river and partly on a wharf that jutted out into the 

water. As we approached the wharf we heard angry voices inside the hut, and 

steadying the boat, I placed my hand on one of the piles to decide whether to go on or 

remain. However, the mention of something done at Bermagui and references to 

trouble at that place only caused more denial and recrimination that, spoken in 

broken English, was not very intelligible to me. Fearing that we might be discovered, 

I pushed the boat from the wharf and let it float downstream on the tide before 

resuming the oars, which was done quietly, and our journey was continued along the 

further bank from the hut. As we passed onward, the quarrel seemed to subside and 

recur at short intervals, but I felt convinced that some knowledge of the Bermagui 

mystery was in the possession of the crowd in the hut that night, and that our position, 

if that was the case, was one of extreme danger.” 

The reference in the article above is to the disappearance of Lamont H. Young (1851–1880) 

who was an assistant geological surveyor for the New South Wales Mines Department. He 

mysteriously disappeared while on field-work at Bermagui, New South Wales as outlined in 

“History in the Shadow of the Mountains”: 

“Young was inspecting the new goldfields at Bermagui in 1880. In order to investigate 

possible sites further north, Young and his assistant travelled on a small boat with the boat's 

owner, Thomas Towers of Batemans Bay, and two of Towers' friends. All five disappeared on 

10th October. In the morning the boat was observed, but stationary and with apparently only 

one man on board. Later in the day the vessel was seen stranded on the rocks with no-one on 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bermagui,_New_South_Wales
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Batemans_Bay


board. The boat was found to contain five bags full of clothing, Young's books and papers, a 

bullet in its starboard side and some vomit. The men were not found despite subsequent 

searches, rewards, government inquiries and wide media coverage. The remnants of a fire, 

some food and three shirt studs were the only traces. The mystery was never solved. Unusual 

aspects of the wreck were that the planks of the boat were stove-out rather than stove-in, the 

boat contained several large rocks and the anchor and stern ropes were missing”.  

Apart from Thomas Towers and Lamont Young, the other men who disappeared were 

Young's assistant Max Schneider and the other two boatmen, William Lloyd and Samuel 

Casey. Mystery Bay received its name because of the disappearance. There is a park and a 

road at Mystery Bay named after Lamont Young and a monument was erected at Mystery 

Bay in 1980 to mark the centenary of the disappearance. Perhaps significantly, some 

suggestions at the time and since were that Schneider, who had a very strong German accent 

and poor English was implicated in the mystery. 

This letter to the paper opens up more questions than it answers. Why did the letter writer 

finally bring up this piece of information 56 years after the event and at a time when the 

investigations and interest in the case had ceased? Did he wait for someone to die before 

revealing new information? Is it untrue, but if so why, as there is no evidence for any benefit 

from doing so? Whatever the case, it bears more examination and would certainly make the 

subject of a good crime novel. 

I hope that you enjoy this book and that it opens up the history of what is now a small but 

lively holiday village and that the current and future residents and visitors to Tomakin 

continue to build its history well into the future – just tread softly, you walk in large 

footprints. 

The publication of this book was only made possible by the support, help and dedication of 

many people, organisations and information from other published documents. These can be 

found listed within the Acknowledgements and References section at the end of this book, 

but it would be remiss not to single out several here, without whose help it would not have 

got off the ground: 

The Tomakin Community Association 

The Moruya and District Historical Society Inc. 

The Royal Australian Historical Society via the NSW Government’s Trade and 

Investment Cultural Grants programme 

A very special mention also needs to made of 

Janene Love, Moruya and District Historical Society Inc. committee member whose 

knowledge, encouragement, research and support have been truly magnificent. 

Margaret McNally – Absolutely invaluable work in the Design, Review and 

Typesetting of the document for printing 

Ted Ling - who researched State and Federal records for the war records of Tomakin 

residents involved in WW1 and WW2. 

  

https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/stave#Verb
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mystery_Bay,_New_South_Wales


Geology and Geography of Tomakin 

The rocks of Barlings Head and Melville Point are some of the oldest formations on the east 

coast of Australia - dating as far back as the Ordovician period some 450 million years ago 

and why there are very few fossils to be found in our area. These rock structures were 

probably laid down during an interval of subduction in what was the ancient Pacific Ocean, 

before becoming part of the Gondwanaland continent incorporating Australia, Antarctica, 

India, South America and Africa 

They were largely created from a “subduction zone” which is an area where tectonic plates 

collided together, with one plate overlapping and overriding the other with the subducted 

plate (the plate underneath) sinking to great depths in the Earth's mantle. Through the high 

temperatures and pressures associated with this process, seabed sediment is converted to 

rock.) 

Barlings Beach  

This beach is a significant geomorphological feature of calcareous prograded coastal sand 

plain, which contains patches of littoral rainforest and is bounded by Barlings Island and 

Melville Point. Barlings Beach is vegetated frontal dune, low-lying grassland, and Banksia 

woodland. An ephemeral creek runs through the site, draining the nearby wetland to the 

eastern end of the beach next to Barlings Island. The creek has meandered over much of the 

site in past centuries. The littoral rainforest is a small remnant almost at the southern limit of 

its range. 

Barlings Island was also called Razor Point by early settlers and an early resident of the 

Tomakin area recalls it also being called Little Paddock Beach, Calf Beach or Dead Man’s 

Beach. 

Barlings Beach had also been known as “rabbit flat” by locals in the 1850’s when the rabbit 

invasion had peaked and an 1850 article in the Moruya Examiner contained this somewhat 

dangerous home recipe outlining how to deal with them: 

“To poison rabbits with jam and strychnine, use quince or raspberry for preference. 

To mix poison – empty a pound of jam into a larger receptacle – a portion of a 

kerosene tin will do – and stir it up well, using a stick for the purpose. Most of the 

strychnine is sold in either the shape of crystals or imperfectly ground. For use it 

requires to be in a fine powder, and must be ground to this state. You nearly fill a 

common cardboard matchbook lid with the ground strychnine, shake half of it into 

your stirred jam, and stir well; then add the remainder and again stir until you are 

sure the powder is well scattered all through the jam. To the jam thus prepared, add 

four or five drops of common oil and stir. Be careful not to add too much of the oil, 

for it is a strongly- smelling liquid and although a little acts as a decoy, too much will 

have the opposite effect. Now take about three parts of a jam tin of dry pollard (wheat 

bran) and add it to the jam, stirring thoroughly till it is well mixed. This quantity 

should cut up from 200 -300 baits.” 

One of the other difficulties with this solution would seem to be in determining the individual 

rabbit preferences for either quince or raspberry jam! 

Seven archaeological investigations have been conducted in the immediate vicinity of the 

Barlings Beach Aboriginal Place since 1981 and Radio Carbon dating has confirmed the 

http://www.geomaps.com.au/images/timescale.pdf
http://www.geomaps.com.au/scripts/subductzones.php


Aboriginal occupation of Barlings Beach sites to be at least 3000 years. Aboriginal sites 

found in the area include human and animal bones, flaked stone artefacts and middens with 

shells from species found in the nearby beach, estuarine and rock platforms. 

Melville Point 

Melville Point is a notable geological teaching site, famous for two features: spectacular 

folding in the Wagonga rocks on the Barlings Beach side, and the mixing of the Wagonga 

and Adaminaby beds on the Tomakin Cove side. These rocks were originally mud laid down 

at the peaceful bottom of a deep ocean about 500 million years ago when all of the east coast 

of Australia was underwater and located near the equator. Since then they have had a very 

traumatic time involving volcanic activity, movement of continental plates, and massive 

squeezing and folding. Melville Point and its adjoining intertidal rock platform are on the 

Register of the National Estate as an important geological site.  

 

Melville Point showing the “Gargoyle” and possibly a pot of gold 

An extract of the statement of significance and description of Melville Point from the 

Australian Heritage Database is reproduced below: 

Statement of Significance  

The site includes the only known exposure of the contact between the Wagonga formation, and 

the widespread Greywacke sequence dominating the geology of the south coast. At this outcrop 

Etheridge et al (1973) established conformity between these successions, thus discrediting 

previous assignment of a Cambrian age to the Wagonga formation. The locality displays 

outstanding examples of tightly folded cherts and is well suited to use as an educational site.  

Description  



The site comprises an intertidal rock platform and adjacent cliff exposures up to about 8m high. 

The rocks consist of tightly folded thinly bedded cherts typically displaying contrasting black and 

white layering; this lithology dominates the eastern half of the outcrop and is resistant to 

weathering. The contact with massive greywackes (with minor chert interbeds) is well exposed in 

the cliff section about half way along the southern face of Melville Point, and this lithology 

continues to the west extremity of the site.  

 

Melville point was also known as “Burying Point” and “Gravehead” due to the early settler 

cemetery there. This cemetery was bulldozed during the “Sunpatch” development to make 

way for the carpark at the base of Melville Point. 

Tomakin Cove  

Tomakin Cove is a protected sandy cove that's shallow lagoon like qualities make it popular 

with novice snorkelers. The cove, along with Tomakin Beach lies in Broulee Bay and is 

almost completely surrounded by rocky outcrops and reefs - on its southern side rocky 

platforms extend out into the bay, while to the north the cove is sheltered by Melville Point. 

Above the water the rocks at Tomakin Cove are known for their beautiful afternoon hues, 

while below the water, snorkelers commonly see stingray species such as stingarees and eagle 

rays buried in the seabed floor, as well as schools of small whiting, mullet and baitfish 

feeding over the sand. On the seaward side of the cove, the dense cover of kelps shelter many 

small fish in the deeper gutters near Melville Point. Tomakin Cove, like all Tomakin beaches 

is backed by dense dune vegetation which hides the houses of Tomakin village. 

Tomakin Beach  

Tomakin Beach is linked to Tomakin Cove at the tombolo, and curves to the southeast, then 

south for 900 m to the Tomaga River mouth. The northern reefs extend 400 m to the south, 

while the rocks of Mossy Point protect the southern end and river mouth. These rock 

formations include a large peaked rock at the entrance to the river. This was named “Cone 

Rock “by Thomas Florance in his exploration of the area in 1828, but was apparently 

renamed “Mossy Rock” by early settlers as described in a report written from the memories 

of Mrs. Stan Stevens in the Mossy Point News on June 9th 1950: 

“When ships were built on the Tomaga River……much craft entered the river, and 

that prominent peaked point at the entrance to the river was always known as Mossy 

Rock. On one side it is overgrown with green, low growing shrubs, which, at a 

distance, appears as moss against the brown sandstone rock. 

It is good to know that a name used by the old pioneers is still in use: too often they 

are forgotten. For some years Mossy Point was known as Connell’s Point; but this 

was changed as there is a Connell’s Point nearer Sydney and sometimes there was 

confusion with mails. When shipbuilding and timber cutting was at its peak here, I 

understand there was a church, school, racecourse and several houses on the 

Tomakin side of the Tomago River. When the river began to silt up and the industry 

was no longer carried on, these buildings gradually disappeared and now there is 

little to be seen.” 



The Tomaga river mouth shoals produce the low sandy spit right of Mossy Point. Tomakin 

Beach has amenities including toilets, wood barbecues and picnic tables with a coffee shop 

and popular Social Club nearby. 

 

Tomakin Beach and Tomakin Cove – picture courtesy of Eurobodalla Shire Council 

 

Tomaga River 

Here we have yet another source of place name confusion with most, but not all, early 

references to the River being the “Tomago River”. Tomago means “sweet water” in 

Aboriginal dialect and this was also the original name of the settlement. In 1880, the 

township’s name was changed to Tomakin to avoid confusion with a settlement in the Hunter 

area similarly called Tomago and also with a Tomago River. However, the name of the river 

did not appear to be changed at the same time and it was only over a protracted period that 

the regular spelling became Tomaga, but with both spellings being in usage – even to this day 

and sometimes within the same document. It is also often referred to as the Tomakin River 

and this document will use whatever actual spelling is found in any original document or 

reference. 

The Tomaga River is a permanently open barrier estuary at a mature stage of infilling. It rises 

about 2.5 km northeast of Mogo Hill and flows generally southwest and then southeast, 

joined by one minor tributary, before reaching its mouth at the Tasman Sea of the South 

Pacific Ocean at Tomakin. The river descends 92 metres over its 16 km course and its 

catchment is mostly forested and undeveloped. The catchment area of the river is 98 square 

km with a volume of 1,411 megalitres over a surface area of 1.8 square km, at an average 

depth of 1 metre. Mangroves cover an area of approximately 0.2 square km along with 

extensive seagrass beds. The area of saltmarsh associated with the estuary is patchy in its 

distribution and is approximately 0.4 square km in area. The estuary has good water quality 

and is permanently open to the ocean, contributing as an important feeding area for fish and 

birds. The Tomaga River is now classified as a recreational fishing haven and is protected 

from commercial fishing with no trawling, mesh nets or haul nets allowed. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/River_mouth
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tasman_Sea
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Pacific_Ocean
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Pacific_Ocean
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Course_(navigation)#Determining_the_track


 

Tomago River - picture courtesy of Eurobodalla Shire Council 

 

Tomakin Village 

When Tomakin village was initially developed in the 1960’s (and had been renamed 

Sunpatch by the developers), the streets were all named after Canberra suburbs – Ainslie; 

Barton, Deakin; Forrest; Red Hill; Kingston; Reid and Yarralumla with the only exception 

being Sunpatch Parade. Unlike most other areas nearby at that time, the streets were also 

developed with kerbs and it is thought that these decisions were made to appeal to Canberra 

residents who were seen as the prime target buyers for the new blocks. Indeed, there was a 

small airstrip set up at Barlings Beach to fly prospective Canberra buyers down to view the 

site. While the street naming fashion changed, kerbing of Tomakin roads is still mandatory 

and is now spreading to other road developments and upgrades across the shire.  

 



 
 

Aerial View of Tomakin pre-housing development (early 60’s) picture kindly donated by 

Graham Jackson 

 

 



 

Early Housing development (late 60’s) Photograph kindly loaned by the Rogers family 

While there have been European settlers living at Tomakin from the mid 1800’s, numbers of 

dwellings, farmhouses and other buildings were generally sparse and spread along the river 

and where George Bass drive is now situated.  Since the late 1960’s when the Sunpatch 

development went ahead and greatly expanded the village, Tomakin has gradually grown to 

its present size, expanding into Burri Heights and then onto Barlings Beach with a relatively 

small number of additional housing still to come, notably on the Barlings Beach Estate. 

Tomakin covers an area of 3.9 square km. with 583 private Dwellings as of the 2011 census 

(including cabins and permanent caravans). The census also found that 384 of these dwellings 

were occupied and 199 were empty (this is probably due to the number of holiday homes in 

Tomakin, along with October being the month when quite a few residents take holidays 

elsewhere). 

 

Photograph of Tomakin courtesy of Walker Corporation (showing full future Reflections infill) 

 

According to the 2011 Australian Census, there are a total of 888 people who resided in 

Tomakin made up of 456 males and432 females with 164 people under 20; 486 between 20 

and 65 and 238 over 65. The median age of the population is 53 with an average household 

size of 2.1 people per dwelling. Tomakin’s population consists of 675 people born in 

Australia; 37 of whom are indigenous with 776 being Australian citizens. Ancestry figures 

(parent’s birthplace) show that the majority of Tomakin residents have Australian parents, 

with English, Irish, Scottish, German, Italian and Welsh ancestry being the next most 

represented. 

  



Pre-settlement – Aboriginal history 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people should be aware that this document may contain images or 

names of people who have since passed away. 

The Tomakin area, and particularly Barlings Beach, has been used by Aboriginal families 

since the time of the last ice age when the calcareous sand dunes began to be formed. The 

area has been recorded in local historical records as a battleground between local tribes and 

those from the mountains, with Radio Carbon dating confirming the Aboriginal occupation of 

Barlings Beach sites to be at least 3000 years old (Barber 2003). Aboriginal sites found in the 

area include human and animal bones, flaked stone artefacts and shells from species found in 

the nearby beach, estuarine and rock platforms. A number of archaeological reports and 

anthropological resources identified a range of factors contributing to the significance of the 

area and recognising Aboriginal occupation and custodianship of the area in both pre-contact 

and post contact times.  

The Barlings Beach reserve land was primarily mangrove wetland and initially seen as totally 

unsuitable for either cultivation or as a site for habitation. In 1975, title for this land was 

transferred to Mogo Local Aboriginal Lands Council and in June 2000, Barlings Beach was 

declared an “Aboriginal Place” with the requirement to “provide for the conservation and 

protection of the physical and spiritual values of the area”. In 2006, the Eurobodalla Shire 

Council produced a Plan of Management for the Barlings Beach Aboriginal site  

 

 



View of Barlings Beach Aboriginal Place – Eurobodalla Shire Council 

Several pre-contact physical remains have been found at Barlings Beach. These range from 

midden sites; a bora/bunan site (a ceremonial initiation site); a tool preparation site with 

several stone artefacts and scatters; a ceremonial ground; and a burial ground with several 

disturbed sites resulting from post-contact development. Near the Barlings Beach Aboriginal 

Place, several post-contact remains were evident from the former Tomakin Aboriginal 

Reserve and cemetery as well as an adjacent Aboriginal camp site. 

The Tomakin area has been subject to a range of land uses that have resulted in disturbance to 

Aboriginal cultural material. The area continued to be used by local Aboriginal families well 

into the 20th century, when the land was also being used for grazing by the then-owners, the 

Barling family. 

The calcareous sandplain may have been cleared at the time of settlement or may have 

already been grassland at that time because it had been used by Aboriginal families since 

prehistoric times. It was known as a battleground, with at least one major battle with the 

Ngunnawal people from the Braidwood area. It has been partially disturbed over the years 

since European settlement. 

The Tomakin area was part of the country of the Dhurga speaking Kurregal (or Kurial) 

northern fisher people who typically utilised the coastal strip between Wagonga Inlet and 

Lake Conjola. The Broulee group of the Kurregal numbered about 50 in 1832 and many of 

today’s south coast Aboriginal families can trace their ancestry back to one woman among 

this group, Nimebur alias “Jenny”.  

The Tomakin area contains a number of important places for Aboriginal people: Barlings 

Beach; Barlings Island; Burri [Bevian] Swamp; Tomago River and the surrounding bushland. 

These all provided a resource rich, sheltered environment utilised by generations of 

Aboriginal families. The area was long used for family celebrations and as a base for fishing 

trips. As with other high points along the coast, Barlings Beach features a ‘lookout’, used to 

spot fish entering the bay. A now deceased man informed Keith Nye of another Bora ring 

(initiation site) along the Tomago River. He was told it was documented in ‘old history 

reports held at the Shire Council’. 

Much of the following information and maps in this portion of the book come from the 

Eurobodalla Shire council publications: “Barlings Beach Aboriginal Place – Plan of 

Management” and “Invisible Places - Historical Aboriginal Reserves in the Eurobodalla 

Shire” 



 
Sites of Aboriginal Significance in the Tomakin Area – Wesson 1996 (Eurobodalla Shire Council) 

 

On the 9th January 1884, 40 acres on the Tomago River were “reserved from sale for the use 

of Aborigines” by the colonial Government as one of a number of Aboriginal reserves 

allocated along the coast. The reserve was given the number 112, beside blocks taken up by 

early settlers James Sebbens and Richard Barling. It appears that a boat was provided to the 

occupants in 1883, the year before the reserve was officially gazetted, leading to the 

likelihood that the area was favoured as a camping ground prior to the reserve system. The 

1884 Aboriginal Protection Board’s record of its reserve stated that it was, “Occupied by 2 

Aborigines “Tommy Bollard” and “Tommy Tinboy” and their wives Rosie and Charlotte, 

and used by others as a camping ground. In 1885, four adults were receiving rations, in 1886 

three adults and in 1888 two adults.  

An 1890 inspection noted that the site was fully fenced with an acre under cultivation with 

maize and vegetables, a two room weatherboard building with shingled roof and a small 

kitchen. In 1890 the Aboriginal Protection Board recorded only that it was occupied by 

Tommy Bollard and Rosie and recorded a more detailed description of the Tomakin reserve: 

“40 acres, situated about ¼ mile from Tomakin and 13 miles from Bateman’s Bay; open 

country, poorly grassed, part sandy and flat, part suitable for cultivation; all fenced in, 1 

acre cleared, and more being cleared and burnt off; 1 acre under cultivation – vegetables 

and maize being planted. It is occupied by an aboriginal and his wife, who have a 2-roomed 

weatherboard cottage, with shingled roof, and a small kitchen erected on it.” 

The former Tomago reserve is located on the northern bank of the Tomago River, 

immediately west of Tomakin. 



 
 

Map of Tomago River Reserve 112 from the Register of Reserves: Reproduced from Eurobodalla Shire Council 

book - Invisible Places - Historical Aboriginal Reserves in the Eurobodalla Shire, NSW Eurobodalla Shire 

Council and Individual Aboriginal Knowledge Holders 

In 1902, the chairman of the land board, at Goulburn, communicated with the Aboriginal 

Protection Board, inquiring if there was any objection to this reserve of 40 acres at Tomakin, 

being leased. The board procured a report on the place from the senior-constable at Batemans 

Bay and it stated that the land was 12 miles from Batemans Bay, and was only fit for grazing 

purposes; also, that there were no Aborigines now at Tomakin. The land had not been fenced 

in or otherwise improved, and the officer considered there was no objection to it being leased. 

The matter was referred to Mr. Dowling,-a member of the Aboriginal Protection Board. 

The Barling family today entertains the possibility that Tommy Tinboy’s name was Tomakin 

Boy and that he was a local Aboriginal chief. He was full-blood and recognised by the 

European settlers as king of the area. He spent his time partly at Tomakin and partly at 

Nelligen. Tommy was a well-known and respected local elder who was held in high esteem 

and trust within the local settler community and would arrive at their homes with fresh fish or 

wild honey to trade for tea, flour, sugar or tobacco. He had a very good relationship with the 

Barling family. One of the fourth Australian generations of the Barling family, Ambrose 



(Amby) Barling, (1902- 2004) knew him well when growing up in Tomakin and developed a 

strong friendship with King Tommy, joining with others to fund the making of a gorget, or 

breastplate, that Thomas hung proudly around his neck. The breastplate read “Thomas 

Tinboy, King of Nelligen”. 

This king plate is now in the Milne collection in the National Museum of Australia and Milne 

recorded the following information in relation to the king plate: 

“..This plate was worn by Aborigine King Tommy Tinboy. He was a full-blood black and 

King of this district for many years. Mr McCarthy states that this black was well known to 

him for about 35 years… He used to bring fish and wild honey to his house. In return for this 

he got tea, sugar, flour, and tobacco… This plate was found by Mr W McCarthy buried in an 

ant hill, in the ranges near Nelligen Creek, where the King placed it no doubt before he 

died…’ 

 
 
Breast plate belonging to ‘Thomas Tinboy, King of Nelligen’. Image from National Museum of Australia - Milne 

Collection file 85/310 folio 169 

 

In a 1979 interview, George Gooramah Brown stated that Tomakin was the centre of his 

particular group before the arrival of Europeans. Mr Brown also made reference to a battle 

between local Aboriginal people and the Ngunnawal from near Braidwood that resulted in 

many fatalities, and that the dead were buried at Barlings Beach. 

The Families that have historically continued to use the Barlings Beach area among many 

other traditional fishing sites are: Brown; Butler; Campbell; Carpenter; Carriage; Chapman; 

Ellis; Johnson; Nye; Russell; Smith; Stewart and Walker. 



Symaline  (Sym) Nye, nee Carriage was born in Batemans Bay in 1930, was married in 1948 

and lived along the coast, in particular at Meroo Lake, Womboyn, Connell’s (Mossy) Point 

and “the corner” Barlings Beach, Tomakin (the sheltered eastern edge of Barlings Beach). 

Her husband was a fisherman and they would fish off Barlings Island at low tide. There were 

no fridges, so the fish had to be eaten fresh. The family would always have a feed first with 

the fish also feeding other families camped at Barlings Beach as well as being sold at garages 

and the Sydney markets. “We would also find bush foods like yams, wattle gum, “snot-

gollions (local name for the fruit of the Devil’s Twine plant which could be eaten when 

opaque in colour and produced a sticky, slimy, sensation in the mouth), “sea eggs” (sea 

urchins) and prickly pears to eat. Wattle trees were everywhere and I didn’t have to go far to 

find some “gum”. I would clean and heat the gum and set it like jelly.”  

Mrs Symalene Nye described living at Barlings Beach in the 1960s: “We lived in a tent, I 

cooked on an open fire and used a camp oven. Men carried the water and I did the wash for 

11 as we had 9 children. We women would fish off the rocks with a line for leatherjackets and 

gropers. .We also gathered cuttlefish to sell to people who came along to buy them and would 

get a feed from the ‘conks’ and ‘periwinkles’. When the mullet and salmon were running it 

was a good time”.  

Throughout the 1960’s Symaline and her children lived at the corner, Barlings Beach which 

had an unnamed freshwater Creek flowing into Barlings Beach at Barlings Island. Her 

husband built a “humpy” under the hill in the corner for their family in the sand dunes, using 

an old army tent, corrugated iron and blankets. A lot of people came to the corner at 

Christmas time, including the Campbell family who stayed during the holidays and when 

they were passing through. “I used to sit on the creek bank to wash clothes, before boiling 

them in Rinso. People would admire my clean washing hanging along 8 gauge wire”. An 

apple tree continues to grow at this site. A tin shed was built on the side of the tent and within 

the tent there was a stone and cast iron chimney for cooking and a dirt floor. Symaline would 

cook apple pies and rabbits – stewed, braised, stuffed and baked. She would also salt smaller 

fish such as little mullet and tailor. 

“If we saw 4 black cockatoos we knew 4 days of rain were coming. I have walked around 

Barlings Island, but never gone onto the island as it is an important place for Aboriginal 

men. I was told that girls were not allowed to go on top of the island and I have told my 

granddaughters the same rule”. This is probably a reference to the fact that in accordance 

with traditional Aboriginal lore, camping on Barlings Island is not permitted as it is the place 

of origin of the Black Swan, or Lady Merrima who became recognised as a queen for the 

area. 

Andrew and Lillian Nye had an oyster lease on the Tomakin River. Mrs Lillian ‘Nan’ Nye 

supported her family after her husband had died, by fish spotting, pea and bean picking and 

making shell work which she sold to tourists (Lillian Nye in Rose 1978). Mrs Madeline 

Russell told Lyndon Rose why she couldn’t live anywhere but the coast: “Down here you’ve 

got all the sea, you’ve got beautiful scenery and the grass is real green. And you can really 

live down here, because there’s a lot of stuff in the sea that we’ll eat. We get mutton fish – 

that’s the abalone. There’s lobsters and people cook cunjevoi up. My aunt used to roast it on 

the coals. And then there’s periwinkles. Conks too ... Then you’ve got the bush. You’ve got 

your possums and the porcupine (echidna). I’ve eaten them and kangaroo. When we were 

down at Barlings we had a porcupine down there ... you dig a little hole in the earth and put 

a tin over it and make a fire and then put him in and bake him ... We have good old times 



down there swimming and mucking around. It’s a wonderful place for the kids ... We used to 

walk into Moruya with shell-work to sell and buy a bit of food. We used to make aeroplanes, 

harbour bridge, the boomerangs, booties, vases, anything like that ... we used any shells that 

were on the beach ... shells with pretty colours in them”.  

The site provided good access to the beach and sea, especially for the 2-Tonne fishing truck 

owned by Symalene’s husband whose family were fishermen from Mossy Point. As a kid 

Leonard Nye recalls chewing on Casuarina seeds and bush cherries to quench his thirst and 

recalled that “Dad caught fish at low tide near Barlings Island in a deep hole that would 

naturally trap all the fish as the tide ran out, black fish and bream would get stuck and he’d 

take a kero light at midnight and easy bring home 3 – 4 boxes without any trouble”. As a 

child, Lillian Nye travelled with her mother, Symalene and father between Barlings Beach 

and Meroo, to the north following the fish seasons. Spring and summer would be spent at 

Barlings Beach, whilst autumn and winter the family lived at Meroo. 

Leonard Nye, as well as his father and paternal grandfather used a platform raised on a high 

point in the sand dunes along Barlings Beach as a lookout, when spotting fish between 

Melville Point and Barlings Island. The job of the lookout keeper was to hand signal those in 

a boat in the bay, informing them of which direction the fish are and where they are travelling 

and elders had taught Leonard Nye the sign language. Bream and whiting were harder to see, 

as they didn’t school up like other fish. In the sand dunes at Barlings Beach, Leonard recalls 

collecting prickly pear, blackberries, red gooseberries and pig face in the area for a snack. 

“We had a pole and a ladder, as a look out in the middle of the beach, on a high point. From 

there we could see where the fish were” [Keith Nye 1.3.2006]. 

The grassland behind Barlings Beach, between the Caravan Park and Red Hill Parade was 

also used as an airstrip. Leonard Nye recalls ‘Arty Erne’ landing his plane there. “He would 

spot the fish for dad, sometimes he couldn’t land, so he’d drop a message inside a sunshine 

milk tin out the window of the plane to let dad know where the fish were.” In the late 1960s, 

Leonard burnt the grassland in order to attract rabbits to the new growth. He had to wait until 

a northerly wind, so that the fire would burn towards the beach. At that time he and 6 other 

people, caught 156 pairs of rabbits and sold them to the CSIRO [Leonard Nye 13.11.2005]. 

When Symalene moved to Mogo in 1963, the Russell family from Bodalla moved into the 

campsite, continuing to use the area in much the same way as the Nye family. 

George Brown and his family also had a fishing camp mid-way along Barlings Beach near a 

freshwater lagoon (Burri Swamp). A lot of Aboriginal people from Wreck Bay also moved 

into the Barlings Beach area [Trisha Ellis 4.2.2006]. 

Carol Larritt, nee Stewart who was born in Moruya in 1940 recalled that there were always 

people camped at “Sunpatch” as it was known at that time. She recalls collecting “snot-

gollions” from Barlings Beach and that local Aboriginal people travelled throughout this 

area, walking round the rocks at low tide and collecting food for the day. She had also heard 

of a traditional Aboriginal fighting ground in Tomakin where the Braidwood and 

Moruya/Tomakin tribes would meet and fight. The fighting ground was near the open 

paddocks, behind Barlings Beach.  

While the history of European occupation locally was largely peaceful, there is an amusing 

anecdote about a cultural clash in Allison M. James’s 2001 book “Batemans Bay, History of 



a Town”. This was a tale passed down about a local Aboriginal called Bunnell who lived here 

during the period of the Gold Rush: 

“Once, when a ship came to Tomakin with quite a few Chinese on board, heading for the 

gold-fields, Bunnell went down to the wharf to watch the vessel come in. Bunnell stood there 

naked, as all the Aborigines were in those days, a bunch of spears clutched in his hand. He 

had never seen Chinese before and the Chinese had certainly never seen anything like 

Bunnell. Upon landing one Chinaman went up to him and took one of his spears as did 

another and another. When the last spear was gone Bunnell still had his boomerang which he 

let fly and almost took one Chinaman’s head off” 

Given the circumstances, it could be said that Bunnell showed considerable restraint in 

waiting so long before reacting. 

  



Early settlers 

This part of the book will focus on the early European settlers to the Tomakin area and 

specifically on those families who helped develop and grow the settlement, opening it up for 

commerce, business and as a home for those who followed. Most of the names will be 

familiar to current Tomakin residents, either through place names or the continuation of these 

families to the present day. Some of the details below are extracted from Kim Odgers Book 

“Our Town Our People” Volume 1, May 2014, along with records from Moruya District 

Historical Society and other sources detailed in the Reference section of this publication. 

First Contact 

In January 1822 the Snapper, with Alexander Berry in charge and Hamilton Hume and 

Thomas Davison on board visited the Eurobodalla area, sailing 20 miles south of Batemans 

Bay, spending some time ashore, probably near to the Tomago river. 

In 1828 Thomas Florence in the sailing ship Wasp was ordered to examine the coast from 

Port Jackson to the Moruya River and named places overlooked by Captain Cook. He sailed 

to Bateman Bay, named the islands Tollgate and Tollhouse and continued south. He gave the 

name of Ark Harbour to what is now Broulee and also adopted Aboriginal names for 

Tommaghan (Tomakin), Cundhalgah (Candlagan) and Murroyah (Moruya) Inlets 

Early European Heritage  

The first official record of European settlement in the area now known as Barlings Beach, 

was a land grant of 30 acres on the Tomaga River to Richard Barling in 1852. By 1863, the 

Barling family had one paddock under cultivation, a hut and presumably cattle on the other 

sections. There was also a road (from Batemans Bay to Mogo).  

A map of subdivisions of the Parish of Bateman on 29th August 1870 shows that the land 

subdivisions within and adjacent to Tomakin. The land was largely broken down into 40 acre 

lots, as this was considered to be an area sufficient to sustain a living. A significant amount of 

land clearance would have been necessary to prepare the land for even subsistence farming. 

Settler Section Area (acres) 

Richard Barling 5 40 

 6 40 

 7 40 

 106 40 

Richard Henry Barling 217 40 

Thomas Barling 195 40 

 251 20 

John Innes 185 40 

 147 120 

Abraham Jennings 187 40 

James Sebbens 25 40  

Adolph Joseph Thomsen 196 40 

 73 40 

 72 40 



 218 40 

 102 40 

 29 40 

Henry Thomsen 257 26 

Andrew Torkeldson 211 40 

Bank of New South Wales 188 40 

Reserved for Aboriginal Use 122 40 

 

Many of these early settlers had large families, although infant death rates were also much 

higher than today. There was also a very high incidence of intermarriage between the well-

known settler families at the time – something which was common in small rural settlements 

of the time.  An example of this can be seen in the annotated image below, where many of the 

early settler family names are intermingled. 

 

 
Picture and notes courtesy of Moruya and District Historical Society 

 

The occupations registered in the Moruya Courthouse Births, Deaths and Marriages records 

are also of interest and give another view of the business being conducted at Tomakin in its 

early development. A selection of these Tomakin resident names and occupations from these 

records are recorded below: 

 

1870 Alfred Aliban    Farmer 

1880 James Conroy    Shipwright 



1874  John Innes   Fisherman 

1877 Frederick Birch   Sawyer 

1879  William Jennings   Mill proprietor 

1880  James Sebbens   Farmer 

1885  Robert Alexander Hoy  Storekeeper 

1886  Richard Sebbens   Labourer 

1886  Charles Morris   Butcher 

1888  Robert Inness    Teamster 

1889  Arthur Morris    Farmhand 

1895  John Innes    Labourer 

1897  Thomas Hegarty   Schoolteacher  

1899  Norman Ernest Denham  Mining engine driver 

1914  Henry Thomsen   Farmer 

1920  Samuel James Bellette  Timber getter 

1921  Holroyd Robert Inness  Farmer 

Barling Family  

The Barlings arrived in Australia aboard the “Westminster” in June 1838. The vessel was 

typical of a migrant ship of that time, taking 90 days for the journey with 9 births and 10 

deaths. One of those births was William, born to Richard and Mary Barling. Richard and 

Mary’s eldest son, George Andrew, was only 12 months old as the Westminster sailed into 

Sydney Cove. George would eventually make his living in the valuable south coast timber 

industry around Tomakin. 

Richard Barling was engaged as a free overseer of convicts in the Broulee and Moruya 

districts. Richard received one of the earliest grants of land at Tomakin and formalised his 

conditional purchase in 1852, also purchasing several other land parcels along the Tomago 

river to raise dairy cattle and crops. The grant was in the northeastern section, part of which is 

now known as Barlings Beach. The Barling family grazed and cultivated the land here for 

many years while it was not until 1909 that the Barling family had freehold title completed 

for the Barlings Beach land (Winston-Gregson 1991: 18). Portion 5 is now the site of the 

Barlings Beach caravan park. Where the well-known Caravan Park now stands there was just 

a shack, occupied by a very self-sufficient gentleman, Thomas Barling. The Barling family 

grazed and cultivated this area of sandy-flat land for 80 years. The farm was eventually sold 

in 1932. 

 



 

Extract from map of subdivisions of the Parish of Bateman on 29 August 1870 

Allison M. James’s 2001 book “Batemans Bay, History of a Town” contains an interesting 

section on the Barlings early days at Tomakin: 

“It’s not known when Richard obtained all the land he possessed except for the record of 

thirty acres granted to him on November 15, 1852 on the Tomago River. There, he developed 

a farm and raised dairy cattle; his son, Richard Henry, gained a reputation as the local 

doctor and veterinary surgeon. (It’s not known whether he gained his knowledge of anatomy 

and ailments first on humans or animals! In a time when any help was better than none, the 

local blacksmith, with his working knowledge of animals, was often called upon to aid his 

fellows.) 

Richard Henry worked with Bullock teams, there being no horse teams in the area at that 

time. If a bullock broke its leg he would set it, or if he deemed it beyond his help he would 

“put it down”. 

Richard built his farmhouse a short distance inland from Barlings Beach and, despite the 

nature of the sandy soil, he successfully grew wheat. Richard purchased a little schooner to 

enable him to go to Sydney for supplies (and probably have his wheat ground). His 

knowledge of navigation was scant as was his navigational equipment – it is said he simply 

drew a compass on the deck and “steered” by that, keeping the coastline in sight! Richard 

used to anchor his boat in the lee of the island which was to become known as Barlings 

Island…………. In the 1860’s Richard Barling sold his farm and opened a store at Tomakin. 

Apparently he did quite well, having no opposition. Boats pulled into the wharf near the 



entrance to the Tomago River and there was also a boat ramp nearby for the launching of 

small craft.” 

George Andrew Barlings fourth born was Albert Charles. Albert in turn had 14 

children, one of whom was Lawrence Ambrose, nicknamed “Amby” or “Ab”. Amby 

Barling was born in 1902 and died 102 years later.  

Amby Barling was renowned for his total recall of Tomakin family life and for his 

knowledge of the many landmark historical events of the region. When prompted, even 

into his 90s, he was able to retell these remarkable stories in full detail. Sadly, very little 

of this was recorded and is a perfect example of the need to support and fund local oral 

history programs through the Batemans Bay and Moruya Historical Societies. 

Today, a number of descendants of the four Barling brothers who arrived in our region 

in 1838 still live in Batemans Bay and Tomakin. 

 

 

Richard Barling homestead at Tomakin – picture courtesy of Moruya and District Historical Society 

Sebbens Family 

The father of James Sebbens, also called James Sebbens was born in Essex in 1814. He was 

transported as a convict on the ‘John Barry’ in 1838 and was assigned to serve his time at 

Broulee. He received his certificate of freedom in 1848. In 1851 he married Celia Ann 

Barling. Cecelia had arrived at Broulee from England with her parents in 1832 at the age of 

four years. The Sebbens family lived in the Tomakin area on a property called Oaks Ranch, 

southwest of Candlagan Creek. They had 14 children. James Sebbens died in 1876 and is 

buried at Moruya. His widow married Henry Rose (1820-1906), who is buried at Mogo. In 

1880 Sebbens and Co started a Mill at Tomakin. 

http://community.worldheritage.org/articles/Penal_transportation


The Sebbens family were mainly dairy farmers producing cheddar cheese. In 1908 the 

Sebbens family sold to Herman Nibbe and moved to western Sydney where they farmed 

poultry. At the time of the sale the property was consolidated into one title under freehold 

with all the conditional purchase areas being converted. 

Nibbe had tried to farm sheep as well as maintaining production of cheddar. In financial 

difficulty he sold the property in 1913 but continued to farm under lease until 1921. Horace 

Benjamin O’Neil purchased the farm in 1921. The farm was starting to become less 

productive as the soils were not good and became depleted once the trees were cleared. 

Thomsen Family 

The Thomsens were an important family in the farming of the Tomakin area and originally 

migrated here from Germany. It has been rumoured that they changed their name from 

Thomsen to Thomson or Thompson when war with Germany broke out, but this cannot be 

verified. It may well be that newspaper and other reports merely switched the spelling to a 

more anglicised form of the name. Indeed one of the Thomsen’s fought for Australia in 

WW2. 

James Sebbens and Karl Thomsen were pioneer settlers in the 1800s who, between them, 

cleared much of the Tomakin and Rosedale area. Both were extraordinary men whose 

separate family journeys greatly influenced the history of Tomakin. 

 

Berry Thomsen’s farmhouse at present 

It was Karl Thomsen who settled on the western end area, most of which was been absorbed 

into the Marsim and now Reflections project. Karl was the third son of 16 children to parents 

Jurgen and Wilhelmina. Jurgen, a German migrant, arrived in NSW in 1854 drawn to the 

goldfields of Araluen. Karl’s brother, Adolph, married James Sebbens' sister, Mary. Adolph 



was the first in the Tomakin area to own a car, a two-cylinder 1908 International Motor 

Buggy. Adolph died in December 1911 in the Moruya hospital from blood-poisoning, caused 

through a cut on the knee. His son, Henry (known as Berry) continued on the family farming 

business and expanded into Oyster farming as well: 

 

Berry Thomsen – photograph kindly loaned by the Rogers family 

Innes Family 

Robert Innes left Ireland with his family for Australia in 1841, sponsored by the Read family, 

who owned land at Tomakin. Their first son John David Innes moved to the Turon River in 

1851 where he prospected for gold for a time, before returning to Tomakin where he 

purchased land and opened a small general store. John married Mary Ann Barling in 1861 

and they had 12 children. Following in the family tradition, their second son, also named 

John married Elizabeth Mary Barling at Tomakin in 1895. John and Elizabeth’s second son 

was named Holroyd (Hol) who became a well known and loved Tomakin identity. After a 

short stint in WW1, Holroyd took up farming at his father’s property in Tomakin, but as the 

depression of 1928 began, he moved to work as a timber cutter at Burrill Lake. The Inness 

Homestead was situated near where the current Tomakin Sewage Works now sits. 



 

Innes family homestead at Barlings Beach, Tomakin (Len and John Innes in foreground) picture courtesy of 

Moruya and District Historical Society 

The Innes family moved into fishing, oystering and housing and the family legacy continues 

across the Eurobodalla area to this day. 

Some other early European settlers were the Aliban and Jennings families and detailed family 

Histories and genealogies of these and many others can be found in the extensive archives of 

the Moruya and District Historical Society Inc. 

  



Timber industry and Shipping 

 
I see a Ship a’ Sailing 

 

Tomago village initially developed as a port and harbour at the mouth of the Tomago River to 

take advantage of the local forests for high quality hardwood timber and spread across the 

river to the bank at Connell’s Point (now Mossy Point). At its peak, there were five separate 

sawmills operating to meet the demand, with the workers forming the main part of the 

population. Many of the mills also had stores attached to them, with provisions for purchase 

by the workers. These mills included the Pioneer at Tomakin, Cook’s on the Mossy Point 

side - Cook’s mill operated at the rear of what are now lots 64 and 65 Annetts Parade next to 

the headland reserve, with a boarding house run by Clem Jones beside it while Jennings mill 

was further upstream. A mill owned by Curtis and Kelsey was followed by another built in 

1883. One of the Kelsey mills was later bought by Jennings and Settree. Wooden boats were 

built close to the mills and small trading boats were able to enter the river with enough room 

to load and turn them about. Many of the larger ships would sit at the mouth of the River or 

in the bay with barges or punts being used to load the timber, using the tide, or barge poles to 

move back and forth. 

While little remains of these developments, a remnant of the timber industry can still be 

found along both banks of the Tomago River where there are deposits of sandstone rocks 

(which does not occur naturally in the Tomakin area). These are believed to be the ballast 

which was offloaded by ships arriving from Sydney and other areas where sandstone was 

plentiful and easy to collect. Initially, the Tomakin side of the Tomago River was native 

woodland, but this became rapidly denuded due to the wood being used as boiler fodder for 

the steamships plying the timber trade and the steam driven mill machinery. The photograph 

below shows a typical Australian sawmill of the period. 



 

Australian sawmill from the Powerhouse Museum collection 

These sawmills employed a significant number of people, and regular coasters plied the trade 

from Tomakin between the late 1870’s and 1914. When ship-building and timber cutting was 

at its peak, there was a church, school, racecourse, and several houses on the Tomakin side of 

the Tomago River along with several more on the Mossy Point side. When the river began to 

silt up, and the industry was no longer carried on, these buildings gradually disappeared.  

Proof of the depth and navigable length of the Tomaga River is evidenced by an excerpt from 

a valedictory to Holroyd Robert Innes by his son in 1988 which contained some of Hol’s 

recollections on the shipping era of Tomakin. The ‘standbye’ and tree referred to below is 

where the Tomakin Bridge now stands. 

“Timber boats used to go up the river to an overhanging old tree called the ‘standbye’ 

where they would step up their masts, then load up with timber, and amongst other 

goods, ‘Ocean View’ cheese which was made by Hol the cheesemaker at that time” 

Another reference to this “standbye” or “stanby” was found in the Obituary to Mrs. Eliza 

Sebbens in the Moruya Examiner of 22nd  July 1955 

 “….Deceased was born at Araluen and was a member of the Jennings family which 

was engaged in the gold mining industry near that centre where when prosperous finds were 

almost a daily occurrence. Following the decline in the gold mining industry the family 

moved to Tomakin and engaged in the sawmilling industry in the days when the timber was 

transported from the area to Sydney in small sailing ships. A spot on the Tomakin River still 



bears the name “Stanby” where the small craft awaited favourable weather for the run to 

Sydney……” 

Evidence of the size and scale of the Tomakin timber and shipping industry across this period 

can be found by a search of the National Library of Australia’s TROVE database of digitised 

newspapers. The Sydney Morning Herald of that time listed outward and inward shipping 

movements and shows a very significant amount of ship traffic to and from Tomakin between 

1880 and 1914 with each vessel carrying many thousands of feet of timber. There are far too 

many to reproduce here, but the overall number across the timber production era is well 

above 1,000 vessels. On the 30th August 1886 alone, the schooners Hastings, Annie C. Lynn, 

and Pearl arrived at Tomakin to load cargoes of timber. In a Moruya Examiner article on 

March 14th 1963 (The Arches of the years) by M.J. McDonald he recalls trips to Tomakin 

port: “We kids thought it a great treat to go down with the tally clerk to the ships for a day 

when they were loading. I remember a few of them, ‘The White Cloud,’ lost afterwards near 

Broulee; ‘The Annie Selyn,” (probably the Annie C. Lynn) ‘The Greyhound.’ I saw as many 

as eleven anchored or loading at the one time. The punts were pulled along by barge poles. 

One puntman I remember was Bill Folkerson, known as ‘Billy, the punt man.’ 

It does make one wonder about the scale of the deforestation which occurred locally, 

although there were quite stringent regulations in place about the size, type and nature of 

trees allowed to be cut – with a focus on thinning out “old growth” timber.  

In 1876, the Sydney timber firm of Jennings and Pickering was granted a concession to 

exploit the forests around Mogo. The steam mill initially set up at Tomakin was salvaged and 

eventually moved by Joseph and William Sebbens to Malua Bay after Jennings abandoned it 

in the late 1800s. 

A good example of the rapid growth in the timber and shipping industry is evident from the 

following correspondences in the Moruya Examiner of the 7th July 1878. It also mentions the 

issue with the shallow bar at the mouth of the river being an impediment to shipping - an 

issue that resurfaced many times during the timber production and shipping era. 

“This place (Tomago) is looking lively, the schooner is getting near completion, she 

will carry over 100 tons. Mr Jennings sawmill is doing good work and shipping 

splendid timber for Sydney market. The vessels in harbour “Margaret Jane” a topsail 

schooner, is loading round logs by Mr. Henry Bland of Runnymeade. “The Sisters” 

schooner, is also loading girders, or rather iron bark beams for Sydney. Nothing but 

tight drawing vessels can enter here, the bar being so shallow, 7ft. at spring tides. 

When the new schooner is launched, it will I hear, suit this place. We wish the 

company every success.” 

A further correspondence from the same unnamed Tomago writer on 19th May, 1880 

states: “In my last correspondence, I mentioned that a Post Office was applied for to 

be established here, since then I am happy to chronicle that the prayer of the 

petitioners was taken into consideration and the desired object granted. The Post 

Office is placed under the management and able jurisdiction of Mr. Abraham 

Jennings, a gentleman fully competent and trustworthy, to fulfil the obligations 

attached to this post with zeal and ability. The following vessels left here for Sydney: 

“The Magic”, “Prosper Coulon”, “Lands-down”, “Champion” “Sisters”, “Flora 

Bell”, “Emily Miller”, “Advance”, “Ariel” and “Jane” with cargoes of sawn timber 

from the Jennings and Sebbens sawmills. Jennings sawmill is now doing a rapid trade 



and has now ready for shipment 70,000 feet of sawn timber, together with beams, ship 

planking etc. This is a sufficient indication that this place is advancing. There is a 

store and butcher’s shop in full swing. I must mention that my reason for heading this 

correspondence ‘Tomakin’ and not ‘Tomago’ is that the Postal Authorities have 

changed the name simply for the reason of having a Post Office already established at 

a place called Tomago, hence the cause of this being called Tomakin.“ 

An article in the magazine Light Railways no 151 of February 2000 details some of the 

history of mill developments at Tomakin:  

“Following several months of consideration by Jennings, Pickering, and Curtis and 

Kelsey, the decision was made in June 1883 to begin construction of a timber 

tramway for four to five miles back into the timber country. It was hoped that 

installation of the tramway would result in a constant and reliable operation of the 

mills at Tomakin for many years to come.”  

Given this tramway was timber based, it is unlikely that much remains to identify its location 

and path. However the rusted remains of some iron tramway rails probably used by the mills 

and shipyard can still be seen at various points in the sandbanks above and below the current 

Tomakin boat ramp. 

A second sawmill built by Messrs. Curtis and Kelsie was opened on the 11th September 1883. 

Mr. Atkins was the builder of the sawmill and a Mr. Patterson the chief engineer. The 

proprietors invited all of the neighbours to partake in the opening ceremony and after a 

successful trial of the machinery; opening remarks were followed by clapping, cheering, and 

drinking to the health of the Queen. The meeting followed with speeches about how the local 

timber was supposedly superior to other timber on the market. Mr Curtis exhorted the young 

men present to save their weekly earnings and not to waste their time and money on drinking 

and foolishness. Mr. Atkins spoke of the interdependence between capitalists and workers. 

The meeting terminated after distribution of cakes and lollies to the children who were 

present at the ceremony. Mr Kelsey bestowed the name of “Black Diamond” on the new mill 

engine. The boiler, which had been made by the Atlas foundry, Sydney, fed a 25 horsepower 

engine, which drove two circular saws, a planing machine, and a vertical frame saw. By the 

time of it’s opening, the cost of machinery and labour had already exceeded £4,000 (almost 

$500,000 in today’s money). 

One of the Tomakin sawmills was advertised for sale on Thursday, January 22nd 1885, at the 

CITY MART, Sydney. This appears to have been triggered by one of the partnerships 

breaking down.  The Advert is reproduced below: 

 

1885 January 3rd TOMAKIN SAWMILLS and PLANT, on the RIVER 

TOMAKIN, between Moruya and Bateman's Bay. 

Lease, Twelve years to run, at a nominal rental. Deep Water Frontage, Wharf 

Accommodation for 200,000 feet hardwood, ENGINE, 20 hp., BOILER, 40 hp. 

by Atlas Works, Machinery, Benches, Gearing Saws, from same manufacturers 

and best English houses. Everything is in splendid working condition and ready 

for cutting large orders. 



A SURE FORTUNE. - Sold only in consequence of dissolution of partnership. 

Inspection invited. Full particulars and plans at Rooms, Any quantity of Log 

Hardwood at hand. FRASER and CO., Auctioneers. 

N.B.-Steamer leaves Sydney for Bateman's Bay every Friday morning. 

An example of the types of timber and other materials available from the Tomakin sawmills 

can be seen from details in an 1885 Sydney advert offering “ First class Timber at a 

reasonable rate with orders for Ironbark, Blackbutt, Red Gum, Gray Gum, Spotted Gum, 

Mahogany, Peppermint, Bloodwood, Stringy Bark etc. taken, and cut to Suit Buyers”. The 

reference to Mahogany is thought to refer to a local native eucalypt which was known as 

swamp mahogany. The mills also offered to meet builders’ orders for doors, window frames 

and other building materials. 

News articles in 1885 also give a “snapshot” of the issues involved in staffing these mills 

(Johnstone’s mill was employing over 100 people around this time). There were problems 

due to labour relations and also the significant dangers involved in operating heavy 

machinery at a time when workplace health and safety was not a major factor.  A sample of 

some employment advertisements from that year were: 

1885 May 9th – To Sleeper Getters, Wanted, a large number of men for 

Tomakin, Batemans Bay. A. Johnstone and Co., Railway contractors 

1885 August 26th Sawmill Hands – Wanted, good hands Benchmen, Tailors-

out, Yard Men etc. for Tomakin, Batemans Bay. Apply A. Johnston and Co 

1885 December 18th BLACKSMITH.-Good handy SMÏTH wanted at once by 

A. Johnston and Co. Tomakin 

Despite the local sawmill industry booming, the push for better employment conditions and 

the spread of the 8-hour day movement led by Australian stonemasons in 1856 was also 

evident in the local industry. In August 1885, the men employed in Mr. A. Johnston’s 

sawmill at Tomakin stopped work on account of wage cuts and longer hours. The men went 

on strike for 8-hours. This protest spread and on September 3rd, a general strike of all the 

sawyers and hands took place at four of the Tomakin sawmills, calling for a reduction of the 

working day to 8 hours. 

Two accident reports in 1885 also illustrate the dangerous nature of working in sawmills at 

that time: 

August 20th  A fatal accident occurred yesterday at Jennings' sawmill, Tomakin, 

whereby Henry Thompson; who was ' tailing out' received a blow in the abdomen 

from a piece of timber propelled by the circular saw, from the effects of which he died 

within an hour. A coroner's inquest was held to-day .before .Mr. .George Maunsell, 

P.M., and a verdict .was recorded in accordance with the facts adduced. The jury 

found that the saw bench was unsafe for want of a (log) truck or cross bar on which 

to balance the timber being fed into the saw. 



September 15th Edward Rowen, employed at Johnstone sawmills, Tomakin, was killed 

yesterday by a blow from a piece of timber which was being sawn. Deceased was a 

married man. An inquest on the body was held to-day. 

The following article from 16th January 1886 by a writer called “The Scout” contains a great 

description of Tomakin and its sawmills and the entire article is reproduced here as it 

contains some marvelous and flowery language indicative of the times. The “Scout” would 

no doubt have had a major problem adapting to the modern limits of SMS and Twitter! It is 

also interesting to note that the stated wages bill for Johnstone’s mill is equivalent to almost 

$200,000 in today’s terms, giving some idea of the size and importance of the industry. It is 

also believed that this steam driven sawmill was situated on the bank of the river near where 

Jack Buckley Park now stands. 

“An Australian's as well as an Englishman's home is his castle; you may not belittle it 

to him; you may not imply, however distantly, that in anything is it short of perfection. 

Does the gate hang by one rusty hinge only, and require adroit manipulation to open, 

remark not upon it at your peril. Do you stumble over the broken doorstep, restrain 

the anathema if you value your welcome. Is the passage wall esthetically decorated 

with dirty little finger marks, and the paper of the rooms given to airy fluttering, 

regard them not, on pain of ejectment. Are the little bairn’s heads shock and unkempt, 

admire their eyes and praise their limbs if you have any regard for the safety of your 

wellbeing.  

So for his home, what then about his city, his town, his village, or his settlement? 

Tread softly here too. His favourite may be on the bridge, in any street, on his church 

spire, in his school of arts (hardly possible), in his hotel (not unlikely), or inside his 

church (very little danger indeed). But in the architecture, scenery, or the infinities of 

social, or political, or municipal life, that favourite of his will protrude itself 

somewhere or somehow, and it behoves the ever venturesome pressman to steer a 

middle course betwixt a Balaclava charge into and over all obstacles and the sinuous 

windings of a Red Indian on the warpath. Not that we are very thin-skinned or 

hypersensitive, we Australian colonists— colonists either by birth or settlement. We 

have a shrewd idea that we are possessed of a fine country, rapidly developing great 

natural wealth that, in the short time we have possessed it, millions of acres have 

come under cultivation, and hundreds of towns and cities now stand where, within a 

possible life time, was only the haunt of the black man and the feeding ground of the 

wallaby. 

Rough work needs strong, rough tools. It is no disparagement to the axe that it is not 

a lancet, none to the shanty that it is not a Belgravian mansion and none to the 

bushman that he is not the latest product of European city civilisation. We are proud 

of the axe, proud of the bushman, and proud of the shanty, and when the old world-

encrusted arrival does disparage us and contrast that which is immature in our land 

with the growth of a thousand years in his he excites far more our contempt than our 

anger. So it is nothing to Mogo that it is not Truro, nothing to Tomakin that it is not 

Yarmouth or Queenstown and nothing to Moruya that it is not a Bristol or a Glasgow. 

Long ere they reach the age of the old world towns those old world towns may find 

their young colonial sisters formidable rivals. Travelling southerly from Bateman's 

Bay for six miles, you come in sight of the little settlement of Mogo, the life of which 



some 20 years ago pulsated with the gold fever, as did, and with less feverish beating 

does, all the South Coast region between the Clyde and the Victorian boundary.  

The fever has however abated; the timber-getter and the sawyer have replaced the 

miner, and the trolley and the circular saw the cradle and the shoot. Men are still 

earning wages by alluvial working, and you occasionally hear of good 'specimens' 

being found and ' promising reefs ' struck; but the day has not arrived yet when 

capital shall develop the 'more gold than was ever yet got out of it' that is said to exist 

in Mogo. In the meantime its neighboring forests give occupation to the timber-

getters, sawyers, and teamsters who with their families occupy the little bush-

surrounded township of Mogo, which in a direct line is about four miles from the 

coast, and through which runs the main coast road to Moruya. Agriculture, except in 

one or two patches, is not practicable, the land being very poor and wisely reserved 

therefore for timber; but they have the fine agricultural district of Moruya within 14 

miles, and the port and harbour of Bateman's Bay, with its weekly steamer and 

coasters, only six miles north.  

The creek upon which the settlement stands has never been known to fail in its supply 

of good water. The upper part of the little Tomakin river flows under a small wooden 

bridge at the southerly end of the township, the educational wants of which are met by 

an efficient Public school, and it’s religious by small churches of the Protestant and 

Roman Catholic faiths. Man and beast are well cared for at 'Uncle Flood's' hostelry, 

and her Majesty's mails are delivered three times weekly ; while law and order are 

maintained by the presence of a trooper six miles away at Bateman's Bay, and the 

periodical visits of Mr. Maunsell, P.M., who lives some 12 to 14 miles distant at 

Moruya. This road, from Mogo to Moruya, is a lonely bush road, a well-kept one, as 

those under Mr. Bundock, the road superintendent for this part of the colony, almost 

invariably are, but with only one little homestead to break the loneliness of the dense 

bush, nearly all a timber reserve, and with not a half mile of level road the whole 

distance.  

Should you wish to visit Tomakin on the coast before journeying to Moruya, you turn 

off to the left at Mogo, and after a ride of four to five miles come in sight of the sea 

and the busy little sawmill settlement of Tomakin, situated at the mouth of the 

Tomakin River. Here Messrs. Johnstone and Co., the contractors for the railway 

extension from Bungendore to Michaelago, are turning out ironbark sleepers for their 

work, and planking for the two laminated bridges which occur in their contract. The 

demand from the works is so great that they are not unfrequently working night and 

day, the output being about 30,000 feet weekly, which includes stuff cut for palings 

and house-building, utilising in this way what cannot be turned to account for the 

railway contract. About 85 hands are employed at these mills and the wages on the 

last monthly pay-day prior to my visit amounted to £1,600. 

Two circular saws are driven by a 25 horse-power engine and a vertical saw by one 

of 12 horse-power. The vertical is used for ' breaking down' the great logs — that is 

stripping them of their outer casing of bark after which they are passed on to the 

circular saws to be cut into the requisite sizes for girders, sleepers, &c. For 

expeditiously bringing the logs out of the bush Messrs. Johnstone and Co. have five 

miles of bush tramline, the rails of which, as my town readers do not perhaps 

generally know, are of wood, on which travels the trolley, carrying the logs to the 



mill, drawn by horse-power. When ready the timber is loaded into small coasting 

schooners, to which it has to be lightered, though, I am told, that if a small sand-bar 

at the mouth were removed the vessels could not only come up to the wharf, but pass 

out when loaded.  

Some 300 yards nearer the mouth of the river indeed, right on the coast is the smaller 

but lively and ever-busy sawmill of Messrs. Jennings, Pickering, and Co., of Tomakin, 

Port Macquarie, and Sydney, while at the back of their mill, and in between that and 

Messrs. Johnstone and Co.'s are the homes of the dwellers in this little isolated sea-

coast and bush settlement. Messrs. Jennings, Pickering, and Co., with two circulars 

and one vertical saw and about 15 hands, also manage to turn out about 30,000 feet 

of stuff weekly, and very busy bees they are in this little hive, from Mr. Edward 

Jennings, the managing partner, downwards, or so small a staff could not produce 

such an output. The firm have also built more than one considerable coasting vessel ; 

and as Mr. Jennings remarked, having the timber on the spot, and cutting it 

themselves, and being generally under very much less expense than city shipbuilding 

yards, they ought to secure a fair share of trade, which their industry and enterprise 

heartily deserve. A good store, a tiny chapel, and a wee schoolhouse supply the 

physical, spiritual, and scholastic needs of Tomakin. 

There are two other sawmill industries between Tomakin River and the Clyde, a 

distance of eight miles viz., one belonging to Messrs. Fuller and Co., at Pretty Bay, 

still more isolated amidst the towering gums and that of Messrs. Sebbens and Barling, 

at Mosquito Bay ; between them turning out about 35,000 feet of stuff weekly. No 

wonder, therefore, that with these outputs and the still larger ones on the Clyde some 

classes of timber, ironbark to wit, are becoming in this district somewhat scarce, and 

the wisdom of timber reserves and close Government supervision for the purpose of 

restraining the cutting to mature trees only is seen.  

Very bewitching is the view from the little yellow sand semicircular beach at 

Tomakin. As I rode on to it, the afternoon sun was painting everything with a mellow 

golden glory; beyond even a Turner's or a Claude's power to paint was the marvelous 

intermingling of every shade of orange, from the very deepest and richest to the 

purest and faintest straw colour, in sky and on rock and sand; while the illimitable 

expanse of ocean stretched away towards the refulgent glory with as infinite a variety 

of shades and tints of blue, the purpling blue of the deep  water to the transparent tint 

of the curling wave, which here and there was flecked with the exquisitely pure whiter 

lightness of the lines of broken water. Be one's theological doubts and speculations 

what they may — and we all have them — surely no reasoning being can stand before 

a scene like this without feeling an inclination to do as I did — doff his hat with a 

thankful heart to the Great Artist who, out of His inexhaustible treasures of beauty, 

selected such a glorious picture as this for our enjoyment. All along the coast between 

the Tomakin and Clyde these exquisite little bays and bush-clad headlands recur ; 

while for miles in land, with the exception of the sawmill settlements I have 

mentioned, is solitary bush, ever silently producing the wealth of timber which shall 

supply the future needs of this rigorous young Commonwealth.” 

In February 1886, Edward Jennings, proprietor of another Tomakin sawmill, broke his 

shoulder by slipping backwards on the deck of a punt. The injury was apparently “found to be 

of a very complicated nature”. This was no doubt compounded by the relative lack of local 



medical services and the level of medical knowledge and capabilities at that time. In many 

cases, medical care was carried out by the Blacksmith, who also treated livestock. 

Towards the end of the 1880’s and early 1890’s, the boom in the timber trade from Mogo and 

Tomakin was beginning to slow down due to several factors. Both the import of cheap timber 

from the America’s and the growth of logging across many other areas on the east coast of 

Australia (many much closer to Sydney and other major centres) began driving prices down. 

This was further compounded by the onset of a major depression in Australia at that time - 

the rapid economic expansion which followed the gold rushes in Australia produced a period 

of prosperity which lasted forty years, culminating in the great Land Boom of the 1880s. The 

Great Boom could not last forever, and in 1891 it gave way to the Great Crash, a decade-long 

depression which created high unemployment, ruined many businesses, and the employers 

responded by driving down wages. 

This downturn is evident from the following sales notice which was advertised in Sydney 

papers of the time: 

1891 January 24th AUCTION SALE at SYDNEY on FRIDAY, 13th February, 

at 11 o'clock by RICHARDSON and WRENCH. Limited. -MACHINE SITE 

has a lease of 5 acres, to expire in 1896, at the low rental of £5 per annum 

PERFECT GOING CONCERN MACHINERY is good: most suitable for all 

possible purposes of a timber sawmill, and arranged so as to ensure the greatest 

facility in working it with best despatch and economy. 

To close partnership affairs is the sole reason of sale. Fullest Inquiry and closest 

inspection are desired by Vendors.  

INVENTORY and MACHINERY on view at the rooms of the Auctioneers, 

Among the items are 20hp engine, 2 guillotining machines, saws, contents of 

blacksmith's and carpenter's shops, benches ; in fact, all essentials to a most 

COMPLETE ESTABLISHMENT to operate with full activity in a district 

immediately around, noted for the large area of timber forests. 

This Depression in the Timber Trade is also illustrated in the following article from May 

13th1893 which reports on a large delegation of people involved in the trade meeting with the 

New South Wales Colonial Treasurer (Mr. See) with a petition to have increased protection 

to be given to the local Timber trade and also to discuss the high price of royalties, licences 

and other matters. This delegation had a very strong representation from the South Coast with 

attendees from Tomakin, Mogo, Moruya, Batemans Bay, Nelligen, Bermagui and Jervis Bay 

all attending. It is interesting to note that the requests and complaints are very similar to those 

being used by many industries, businesses and unions to this day. The deputation was 

introduced by Mr. H. McKinnon, M.L.A, and the report on the meeting is reproduced 

below:—“It was asked by the deputation that the tariff should be altered, so as to provide for 

the following duties — Logs: free; sawn timber or logs 96in. or over to the lineal foot: 2s 6d 

per 100 superficial feet; under 96in.: 4s; all dressed timber: 5s per 100ft.;  rough Baltic 

deals: 1s 6d per 100ft.;  palings: 4s per 100; pickets: 4s per 100; shingles: 5s per 1,000; 

laths: 4s per 1,000; doors not exceeding l½in.: 5s 6d each; doors not exceeding l¾in.: 6s 6d 

each; doors 2in.and over: 7s 6d each; sashes, per pair: 7s 6d; mouldings, skirtings, &c.: 7s 

6d per 100 lineal feet; sawn box timber, cut in lengths for box-making purposes: 7s per 100 

superficial feet.  



It was also desired that the license charges should be reduced by one half, and that 

some charge should be made with respect to royalties. Nearly all the members of the 

deputation addressed the Minister, and the various matters in which change was 

required were pointed out, time after time, in different ways, as different districts were 

affected. It was explained to the Treasurer that the sawmills of the colony numbered 

300 and that some 4,575 persons were employed, and, including timber-getters, 

haulers, sailors, and others, about 10,000 men. Yet we imported 8,000,000 ft. of 

dressed and 60,000,000 ft. of rough timber, the value of which, in round numbers, 

was £500,000. Were the industry properly protected, this money would be distributed 

amongst our own people. At present there was a great depression in the trade, but 

increased duties would bring about a larger consumption of our own timber, and 

general prosperity would be the result. Timber was coming in from foreign ports at a 

cheaper rate than ever before. Many of the mills in the colony were closed, and the 

prospects as regarded the future were not hopeful. The industry ought really to be one 

of great importance. We had as good timber here as could be produced anywhere in 

the world, but ours was mostly hardwood, and as Oregon was more easy to work up, 

large amounts came into consumption. The only way in which it could be kept out of 

the colony was by the imposition of heavy duties.  

Attention was also drawn to the fact that not half the quantity of local timber specified 

was used in Government buildings. The local timber was good and was everlasting, 

and far more of it ought to be worked up than at present. Mr. See, in reply, said that 

he was sorry to hear such a deplorable account of the timber trade. He knew that 

business in that trade was dull, but he had no idea that there was such widespread 

depression through the timber districts. He might say at the beginning, that they had 

his sympathy, not only as a commercial man, but as a representative of the people, 

and also as Colonial Treasurer. (Hear, hear.) The Government had not yet been able 

to accomplish all that they desired, but all he could say was that there was a 

disposition as soon as practicable to introduce a tariff which they believed would 

have the effect of stimulating this and other industries, and which they thought would 

be for the good of the people generally. It was not entirely in consequence of the want 

of a protectionist duty that depression existed in the timber trade. There had been a 

falling off in the import duty paid last year as compared with 1891. In 1891 the duty 

was £87,168; in 1892 £62,794 or £24,000 less, or over 25 per cent. and whilst for the 

first quarter of last year the receipts were  £21,000, this year they were only £14,000; 

or, in other words, they were £7.000 less this quarter than the quarter before. 

The general depression had had a great deal to do not only with lessening the 

imports, but also with producing the slackness which existed in their particular trade. 

When times were prosperous people went in for building, but when times were dull 

there was not be much building going on, therefore there was less demand for timber, 

and the depression was immediately felt by the timber-getters. He quite agreed that 

there ought to be more patriotism amongst the people of this country than there was. 

The principal opponents whom the deputation had were amongst our own people. 

There was, he found, a prejudice amongst mechanics to use hardwood if they could 

get Oregon. There was also a prejudice amongst architects against using colonial 

timber. He only wished there was the same feeling with regard to using local timber 

in this colony as there was in Queensland. It was for the deputation to suggest, and 

for the Government to consider. Their representations would receive consideration, 



and he would assist them in every way he could in their endeavor to arrive at a better 

state of things.  

Mr. McKinnon asked: What about the royalties? Mr. See replied that the royalties did 

not affect his department but that there must be some control over the cutting of forest 

timber to prevent waste and destruction. Whether royalties should be charged or not 

was another matter entirely. However, he would represent the whole matter to his 

colleagues, and was glad to know the views of the deputation. The deputation then 

thanked the Minister and withdrew.” 

Any changes which were put in place were obviously insufficient, as shortly after the 

delegation, yet another Tomakin sawmill was advertised for sale. 

1893 May 23rd Saw Mill for Sale.        TO CONTRACTORS AND OTHERS. 

TENDERS are invited for the undermentioned Saw Mill, and will be received 

up to noon on THURSDAY, 1st  JUNE, 1893. Saw Mill at Tomakin near 

Moruya with a capacity of 60,000 feet per week containing 40 hp. Boiler; 25 hp. 

Engine; Breaking down Frame with cylinder overhead; 2 Circular-Benches with 

tools complete, etc. A deposit of 10 percent is required when tendering. The 

highest or any offer not necessarily accepted. For further particulars, tender 

forms, and all information apply to Caretaker on premises, or to M. Franckel, 

Accountant 

The mill originally set up at Tomakin by Robert Jennings in 1874 was abandoned and then 

salvaged and moved to Malua Bay by Joseph Sebbens. Family stories relate that Joseph and 

his wife towed parts of the mill from Tomakin to Malua Bay with husband and wife both 

pulling on an oar. 

This depression also slowed the amount of foresting going on in the Tomakin area and, in 

1894, the Government issued the following tender to strip existing forest reserves:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It was not only sawmill work which was dangerous, as logging, felling trees and other 

agricultural work could also take a heavy toll as reported on March 1896: 

1894 November 11  Tenders addressed to the Under Secretary for 

Mines and Agriculture, Sydney, will be received up to noon of 

November 22 1894, for the right to strip the Wattle trees on the Tomago 

and Moggendoura reserves subject to the following conditions: 

A separate tender to be sent in for each reserve, stating the rate of 

royalty per ton offered for the right to strip. The successful tenderer to 

pay the royalty before the bark is removed from the reserve. No tree of 

less girth than 15 inches at two feet from the ground to be stripped 

unless by permission of the Forester in charge. 

Plans of the reserves may be seen on application to the Crown Lands 

Agent, Mr. Forester Allan, Milton, or the officer in charge, Forest 

Department, Sydney. Signed: Sydney Smith, Secretary for Mines and 

Agriculture. 

 



“Mr. C. Morris (32), of Tomakin, near Moruya, met an awful death on Wednesday 

last. He was engaged clearing his selection by felling a tree, and not returning to tea, 

his wife sent the little boy to ask him to come. The little fellow was horrified to find his 

father dead with a fallen limb upon him. He returned to his mother with the awful 

news, and the alarm was immediately raised and assistance procured. From the 

position of affairs it appears that when the tree which he had cut was falling it 

dislodged a limb of another tree nearby; and it was this which had fallen upon and 

crushed him. Great sympathy is expressed for the bereaved wife and little ones (four 

in number, the eldest about 6 years). The deceased was quite a favorite with all who 

knew him. An inquest was held, and a verdict of accidental death returned. 

Deceased's remains were interred at Tomakin, Rev. W. Ellis reading the burial 

service.” 

While the depression had caused a slowdown in the local timber industry, the remaining mills 

were still in operation and the issues around the shallow entrance to the river again 

resurfaced. In September 1899, Mr. Burrows, of the Harbours and Rivers Department, 

recommended a continuance of the reclamation works on the river. “An officer is here to 

report on the entrance to the Tomakin River, which is so shallow as to almost prevent the 

crossing of vessels with timber”. 

In March 1901, yet another Tomakin saw mill plant was closed and re-established at 

Wandandian.  However, some local mills continued and their businesses grew as can be seen 

from the following advertisement in the Moruya Examiner: 

September 23rd 1901.   Moruya Steam Mills.  

The proprietor, in thanking the customers in Moruya and surrounding districts 

for their patronage of his Tomakin Mills for the past three years, wishes it to be 

known that he has now completed a Branch Mill in Moruya and hopes that with 

civility, punctuality and good timber (well cut) to merit a continuance of same 

for his Moruya mill.  

All kinds of hardwood, cut and delivered, any length or size. Buggy, Sulky and 

Dray shafts, and all descriptions of Wheelwright’s materials specially selected 

by the proprietor from the best Spotted Gum on the South Coast, and claimed 

now by most of the leading coach builders in Sydney to be equal to the best 

American hickory. Stove wood delivered in town – 4 shillings. 

The timber industry remained the leading source of income in the district and in 1909 there 

was another push to get more vessels to call at Tomakin for timber procured from the 

surrounding district and to open up more large forested areas behind Tomakin and Mogo. 

Indeed, in 1911, owners were still investing in machinery for their mills: 

“October 1911 - Kodakers were busy on Saturday snapshotting an extraordinary 

large team of bullocks attached to a boiler intended for use at Tomakin sawmill, the 

property of Mr. Cook. The number of bullocks was twenty four, and the weight of the 

boiler about eleven tons. It was hauled from near Narooma without mishap until 

opposite the Adelaide Hotel when the fore truck of the jinkers gave way. The repairs 

occupied a big portion of the day. When midway 'across the bridge another 

breakdown occurred, the girder sustaining the boiler giving way and damaged the 



copper pipes inside. Fortunately there was enough room for general traffic to pass, 

though one horse wagon had to back off the bridge again. Lights were placed on the 

boiler and a man left in charge all night”. 

However, it was obvious that the rapid growth, expansion and “industrial” period for 

Tomakin and surrounds was coming to an end and the timber industry was slowly 

disappearing from the area. This can be well illustrated through the following list of articles 

which show an interesting chain of events from which you are free to make your own 

deductions. 

February 1912. The SS Astral crossed in at Tomakin on Monday, 5th February and 

after loading a cargo of sawn timber from Mr. Cook’s new sawmill crossed out on 

Tuesday morning’s tide. This was the second steamer to call at Tomakin and clearly 

shows the port is safe and workable. 

November 1912. We understand that the Tomakin sawmills, owned by Mr. S. Cook, 

have been formed into a company. 

December 1912. Mr Silas Cook, Manager of the Tomakin Sawmill shipped to Sydney 

on 53,500 feet of timber, and expects to ship another 50,000 feet next week. The S.S. 

Wandra put up a record loading timber from Mr. S. Cook's mill. The steamer lay 

outside the crossing and Mr. Cook conveyed 53,500 feet of timber out on the steam 

punt. The Captain of the Wandra supervised the whole of the loading, and the last 

20,000 ft. were transferred from punt to steamer, and stowed away in the bold in forty 

minutes. This, we believe, constitutes a record. The trade of Tomakin keeps a steamer 

going once a fortnight, and if the Government would do a little dredging in the River 

the business of the district would improve twofold. 

January 1913. The sawmill at Tomakin, established by Mr. S. Cook over 12 months 

ago has been floated into a limited company with a capital of £25,000  in £1 shares 

and with Mr. Cook as managing director. The other directors associated with Mr. 

Cook are Messrs. F.F. Shepherdson and P.N. Slade. It is the intention of this company 

to develop the timber industry of the whole district right from the Clyde to the 

Moruya River by the erection of other mills, tramways, etc. The company is enlarging 

the cutting facilities of the mill with a view of doubling or trebling the present output 

and is now negotiating with the Government for the dredging of the Tomakin River 

crossing so that the boats can come up and load at the mill. 

April 1913. Mr. S. Cook of the Tomakin sawmills, had the misfortune on Sunday to 

lose a punt by sinking. She had been loaded with timber to be conveyed to the S.S. 

Bermagui, outside the heads. It was smooth when she put to sea at 5p.m. but by 7 

o’clock a nasty little sea got up and it was a very dark night. In trying to get alongside 

the steamer when she arrived, the punt got broadside on and the long timber 

projecting over one side was shifted by the bumping caused by the waves. The result 

was that one side of the punt became awash with a dangerous list. Three or four 

thousand feet was put on to the steamer as quickly as possible, but the night being so 

dark and with heavy rain falling it was a difficult task. Waves continued to wash over 

the side of the punt and the stern began to settle down slowly. The men working on 

board scrambled up the ship’s side in the nick of time. The heavy sea on the following 

day washed the hull up on a ledge of rocks at the old cemetery. The machinery was 



torn bodily from the deck and sank in about 20 ft. of water. The hull is partly broken 

up and there is very little chance of refloating. About 20,000 feet of valuable timber 

was lost. We understand, however, that both the punt and the timber were insured.  

This is a bit of bad luck Mr. Cook does not deserve.  

September 1913. TRAMLINE – The manager, Mr. L. O’Brien, informs us that the 

Tomakin Sawmilling Company is constructing a tramline, 3 ½ miles in length at a 

cost of £90 per mile from the mill to Cabbage Tree Creek (near Mogo) for the 

carriage of logs. 

January 1914. Tomakin Sawmills, Ltd. is being wound up. Mr. F. F. Shepherdson 

has been appointed liquidator.  

February 1914. FIRE – On Friday night of last week the Tomakin sawmills were 

completely destroyed by fire. The plant was insured. The inquiry which was to have 

been held on Thursday has been adjourned for ten days. 

March 1914. The Deputy Coroner, after inquiring into the circumstances connected 

with the recent fire at the Tomakin sawmills, near Moruya, N.S.W., found that it had 

been willfully caused.  

June 1914. Supposed Arson. The Government offers a reward of £200 for such 

information as shall lend to the conviction of the person or -persons that set fire to the 

premises of the Tomakin Sawmills, Ltd, Tomakin. 

……and that was largely the end of that chapter in Tomakin’s history. One last footnote 

revisiting the glory days of timber and shipping comes from an article in the Moruya 

Examiner of the 23rd September 1993: 

“…….This weekend, the steam launch “Eureka” will make a return to the South 

Coast with the express duty of navigating the Tomago River as far as possible. This 

will be the first time in many years (not since the gold rush) that a steam boat has 

attempted this trip. The attempt has been planned for the afternoon of September 26, 

as the tide will be able to lend a hand.” 

  



Shipbuilding 

Strange as it may seem nowadays, Tomakin in its early days had a small but successful 

shipbuilding industry which developed at the mouth of the Tomago River. In line with the 

general development of the area in the 1860's with sawmilling and farming, shipbuilding and 

brick manufacturing were also established near Tomakin. In 1876, Tomakin Village had 

grown round the mouth of the Tomago River to accommodate workers at sawmills 

processing timber from Mogo forest and a shipyard building wooden ships had also been 

established. The exact number of ships built is not clear, as the records and articles largely 

only cover ship launches when there is some ancillary news, or additional event, so this 

section will cover the available information from papers of that time, or where later articles 

mention ships built at the Tomakin shipyard. There were also a large number of smaller 

vessels built here – notably punts which were used to ferry timber out to larger ships moored 

at the mouth of the river. 

An anecdote from Emma Sebbens (nee Denham) stated that the very first boat built in the 

area was at Tomakin and that Bill Denham was part owner. The ship sailed to New Zealand 

with timber, but when they returned they decided something was wrong and cut the ship in 

half and added an extra 15 feet. Emma recounted this to her daughter (Rhonda Doherty) in 

response to an article which had suggested that the first boat built in the area was at Batemans 

Bay. 

As described in Allison M. James’s book “Batemans Bay, Story of a Town” William J. Peat, 

shipwright, plied his trade beside Jennings sawmill at Tomakin which had begun operations 

there in the 1870’s. Among other vessels built there the shipyard saw the launching of the 

Sophia Ann (1883), Florence Peat and Mayflower, both in 1885. 

One of the earliest references to schooners being built at Tomakin comes from an unnamed 

Moruya Examiner correspondent on 7th July 1878:  

“This place is looking lively, the schooner is getting near completion, she will carry 

over 100 tons. Mr Jennings saw mill is doing good work and shipping splendid timber 

for Sydney market. Nothing but tight drawing vessels can enter here, the bar being so 

shallow, 7ft. at spring tides. When the new schooner is launched, it will I hear, suit 

this place. We wish the company every success.” 

A further reference to this schooner can be found in an anecdote from the Louttit family (one 

of the very early settler families in the area) which refers to a rather amusing episode which 

occurred at the launch party in 1879. It is reproduced in the Leisure and Recreation section of 

this book. 

In a Moruya examiner article of April 4th 1963 Mr M.J. McDonald recollects: “I knew Arthur 

Settree well. He built a ship there at that time, I think the name was ‘The Four Winds.’ …I 

also remember another ship being launched – I was about 6 years old, I went to Tomakin 

with my father to see the launching. I forget the name of the ship. The launching ways were 

greased with butter that came ashore from a ship wrecked off the coast. The kegs of butter 

(no boxes in those days) were putrid, so as it came ashore it was burnt.” Mr McDonald was 

born in the 1870’s, so his recollections would probably refer to a date around the late 

1870’s/early 1880’s. 



From yet another anecdote from Amby Barling, retold by Dave Nicholson, the area of the 

Tomago River where the Tomakin Bridge now sits was known as the “Standbye” where ship 

hulls were towed and tightly anchored at low tide, so that when the tide rose, the hull would 

flip over. This then allowed the shipbuilders to tar and waterproof the bottom of the hull and 

when this was completed, the tight anchoring process was repeated and the hull turned 

upright again.  

As will be seen from the following descriptions of Tomakin built ships and, where available, 

their history, some of these vessels were of a significant size for the time and were involved 

in long distance seafaring. 

The Charles Walker 

On August 9th 1881 the ship Charles Walker launched from Tomago river shipyard. Mr. 

Charles Walker, of Tomakin, has just completed a smart little schooner for the intercolonial 

trade. She is 5 foot on the keel and 94ft overall, with 7ft depth of hold, is built of kauri pine 

and colonial hardwood, and has been christened the C. Walker.  

In April 1889, the C. Walker was sold through Mr. J. Williams to Mr. Lamont, of Noumea, to 

replace the schooner Aurora, recently wrecked at the Loyalty Islands. Captain Pentecost takes 

command of the C. Walker. She is a vessel of 88 tons and was built at Tomakin (N.S.W.) in 

1881.  

Several vessels were lost in a hurricane at the New Hebrides on 5th April 1890. One of these 

was the schooner C. Walker, well known at this port. She left Port Havannah on February 

28th and fell in with the storm on March 3rd. She sought shelter in Chopini, where she drove 

ashore on March 6th The crew had previously left the vessel, having first of all put out both 

anchors with all available chain. The C. Walker was the property of Mr. J. F. Lament, of 

Noumea. She was a vessel of 88 tons, built at Tomakin (N.S.W.) in 1881. The schooner was 

insured for £1,200 in the Australian General Insurance Company. Of this sum £950 is 

reinsured in other offices. The cargo was covered to the extent of £1,050.  

The Sophia Ann  

The Sophia Ann was built of wood by W. Peat at Tomakin, N.S.W. in 1883. She is 121ft. 

long, 21ft beam, and 8ft. deep. William Peat was a well-respected shipbuilder from the 

Sydney area. While the build went very well; there were a few issues with the planned launch 

and the following news articles from the Moruya Examiner and other Trove newspaper 

articles outline some of the history of this schooner: 

March 17th 1883: Saturday next, St. Patrick’s Day, will be a red-letter day with the Tomakin 

people. The first item on the programme is the launch of Messrs. Jennings and Ellison’s new 

screw steamer, the first ever built, on the Tomakin. The second part, and no doubt one that, 

will be highly appreciated, is the free spread given by the spirited owners, to all who may like 

to witness the interesting ceremony. 

March 28th 1883: An unsuccessful attempt was made yesterday to launch a new steamer from 

the yard of Messrs. Jennings Brothers at Tomakin. The vessel hung on the ways, and finally 

settled in the mud. The tides are very low. Many persons went from Moruya to witness the 

launch. The weather has been intensely hot for a fortnight past, with rain occasionally 



threatening, but none has fallen. It is very much needed now, as the water supply is rapidly 

diminishing. 

July 10th 1883: On Thursday afternoon the trial trip of the new screw steamer Sophia Ann, 

belonging to Messrs. William Jennings and Co. Sydney took place between Newcastle and 

Hexham and back. By invitation a large party of ladies and gentlemen were aboard. The 

vessel, which has been built at Tomakin, Bateman's Bay by Mr. William Peat, is 150 tons 

nett, and was launched on Easter Monday Her length overall is 127 feet, beam 23 feet, and 

depth of hold, 8 foot 6 inches Her engines have been constructed by Messrs. Rorison and 

Bearby, Newcastle, with all latest improvements. The diameter of the high pressure cylinder 

is 14 inches, and of the low-pressure one 28 inches, with l8 inches length of stroke, having a 

cooling surface of about 450 square feet The boiler works a high pressure, up to 90 pounds to 

the square inch, and is built of the best three-quarter inch plate. The Government Inspectors 

of marine boilers, Mr. Rorison and Mr. T Brooks, were also aboard, and it was found that 

with the comparatively small pressure of 75 to 80 lbs. per square inch, the vessel averaged 

nine knots per hour-an extremely satisfactory result. She is intended for the Australian 

coasting trade. 

February 29th 1884: The New Steamer. — The steamer Sophia Ann was inaugurated, on 

Tuesday last as the intended new steam service between Wollongong and Sydney. She left 

the Victoria Wharf, at foot of Erskine-street, in the forenoon, reaching Wollongong about 3 

o'clock, making the trip in five hours. She then at once took up her position at the old slip at 

the pier-head, where she discharged a considerable quantity of cargo brought from Sydney. 

Having coaled immediately afterwards, she returned to Sydney, but without any cargo, The 

Sophia Ann is a smart looking little wooden steamer, almost new, having been launched at 

the Tomakin River, on the south coast, only in July last. She is 121 feet long, with 22 feet 

beam, and 8 feet hold, and is fitted with compound engines, 35 horse power nominal, and her 

speed being about 9 knots. Her net register tonnage is 111 tons, but she carries160 or 170 

tons. In regard to passenger accommodation she is fairly well fitted up, considering her size. 

The ladies' and gentlemen's cabins are quite separate, on deck, each having accommodation 

for 12 persons and being respectively in charge' of a steward and stewardess. The steamer is 

under the command of Captain J. G. Atkinson, and her compliment of hands, all told, is 13. 

She is the property of Mr. William Jennings, of Sydney, who is the owner of several sailing 

vessels. Before entering upon the Wollongong trade, she ran to Port Macquarie, giving we are 

assured, every satisfaction. She made her second trip to this port yesterday morning, bringing 

a large quantity of cargo, and a few passengers, but, as on her first trip, she had not much 

freight to Sydney on her return trip in the afternoon.  

April 13th 1908: SOPHIA ANN A WRECK. It has been reported from Ballina that the 

steamer Sophia Ann has become a total wreck. She grounded there last week while crossing 

out for Sydney. She had been chartered by Tooth and Company to convey some beer to the 

Richmond River, and when she came to grief had a cargo of hardwood on board, consigned 

to E. D Pike and Company. The Sophia Ann was insured for £500 in the South British 

Insurance Company. She was a wooden steamer of 165 tons gross and 91 tons net, built at 

Tomakin in 1883, her dimensions being: Length, 121ft 3in; beam, 21ft 61n; and depth of 

hold, 8ft.  

Mr. Whitmore, of Sydney, has purchased 'the wrecked steamer for £35, and is to begin 

salvage operations soon (writes our Ballina correspondent). The wreck is visibly sinking into 

the sand shoal at the bar of the river. 



The Mayflower 

1885 - The Mayflower is the name of a handsome barquentine, which has been added to the 

merchant shipping registry of New South Wales. She is the properly of Messrs. Jennings, 

Pickering, and Co., timber merchants and contractors, of 54, Bathurst-street, Sydney, and was 

built by Sir. W. Peale of Tomakin (this was probably W Peat), on whom she reflects great 

credit. Her principal timbers are all chiefly bent. The bottom is of hardwood, with kauri 

topsides; her decks are also of 3in kauri. She is well masted and sparred with Oregon; and, 

with the fine, graceful lines which she undoubtedly possesses altogether presents a most 

pleasing appearance. No reasonable expense is evidently being spared in fitting her out. The 

Mayflower is about 300 tons burden, and is suitable for either the coastal, intercolonial, or 

foreign trade and has every appearance of being a fast and profitable vessel 

1908 August 5th The auxiliary schooner Mayflower, which was aground off White Cliff on 

Monday, was reported yesterday to be still aground. The Mayflower is a three-masted 

auxiliary schooner of 149 tons gross, and was built at Tomakin, New South .Wales, in 1885. 

The Florence Peat 

The Florence Peat was built by Mr. W. J, Peat, of Tomakin in 1885 and was a handsome craft 

of about 60 tons register, and is intended for the coasting trade. The Florence Peat made 

many trips between Tomakin and Sydney, carrying up to 500 timber sleepers or 25,000 feet 

of timber at a time. As seems to have been the case with many of the ships built at Tomakin, 

the Sydney Mail and New South Wales Advertiser of July 1889 reported that she had been 

wrecked. 

“Further news from Inskip Point is to the effect that the schooner Florence Peat 

during the previous 24 hours was dashed to pieces and broken into match-wood. 

Inskip Point is at the entrance to the Mary River in Wide Bay, on the Queensland 

coast. The crew had previously landed from the schooner owing to the dangerous 

nature of the sea then making. Both anchors and all the available cable had been 

utilised when they left her, but she appears soon after to have snapped her chain and 

been dashed upon the rocks. The vessel was ketch-rigged, 60 tons net register, built 

only five years ago, and owned by Mr. William Peat, of Sydney.” 

 

The Annandale  

It was reported on 21st March 1907 that the Annandale, which had belonged to Messrs. Allen 

Taylor & Co, foundered off Smoky Cape (mid North Coast of NSW) on 12th inst. The 

Annandale was a vessel of 108 tons, built at Tomakin in 1899. She was insured for £1,400 in 

the National Insurance Company of New Zealand. 

The Three Cheers 

September 17th 1901:  A very pleasant day was spent at Tomakin last Saturday, the occasion 

being the launching of a new boat specially built for Messrs. A. Jennings and Settree for their 

timber industry. Owing to the early tide, Mr. Jennings announced last week that the launching 

would take place at 11a.m. This announcement was strictly carried out, and when the word go 



was given, the bottle smashed and “Three Cheers” glided from her stays into the water which 

she rode like a graceful swan. Miss P. Settree performed the christening ceremony. After 

“Three Cheers” was made fast, Mr. Jennings invited the company to partake of refreshments. 

He regretted the absence of his esteemed partner, Mr. Settree, who had been engaged on 

Thursday last launching a vessel on one of the northern rivers. 

Mr. Jennings then gave full particulars of the vessels construction etc., which he was proud to 

say was the sole property of Mr. Settree and himself. This, he said was not the first boat 

satisfactorily built for him, but he must say he felt more satisfied with her than any of her 

predecessors. The boat is 78feet in keel, with a nominal 100 feet overall, beam 22 feet, 

moulded depth 6 feet, two centre boards of 18 feet, 6 inches in each, which have a drop of 7 

feet. She will register about 120 tons, will be rigged and will carry about 60,000 feet of 

hardwood. Her builder is Mr. A. Settree, eldest son of my partner, who also planned and 

launched her. Mr. A. Settree, Mr. Jennings said, was not an ostentatious man, but was a 

shipbuilder of the first water, and the vessel launched that day was not only a credit to him, 

but would be to any ship building in the state.  

After luncheon, to which the Moruya visitors were kindly invited, an adjournment was made 

to the sea beach, where a pleasant afternoon’s amusement composed of foot and horse racing 

was indulged in, fully 800 persons being present. Mr. J. Sebbens had a publican’s booth on 

the ground.  

In March 1902 the Three Cheers, a trim little fore-and-aft schooner, built at Tomakin by Mr. 

A. W. Settree, to the order of Mr.Alfred Settree. Junior, of Sydney, was reported to have 

arrived in Port Jackson.  

Despite considerable efforts, it has not been possible to find any validated pictures of these 

ships and it seems also likely from local anecdotes passed down the ages that quite a few 

other ships and barges were built at Tomakin. The picture below shows a similar type of 

steam schooner to those built at Tomakin. 

 

Steam schooner circa 1900 



 

Shipwrecks around & involving Tomakin 

When first researching the large number of historical shipwrecks within a small area around 

Tomakin, and from watching the very common current boating mishaps occurring around 

Tomakin’s beaches (we have the Marine rescue numbers on speed dial) I began to wonder if 

we had our own little “Bermuda Triangle” operating. However, given the large volume of 

shipping to and from Tomakin, especially at the peak of the timber industry, it is not 

surprising that there were a comparatively large number of shipwrecks specifically in and 

around the area. The current boating problems have also turned out to be largely due to 

weekend boaters more comfortable with the relatively calm conditions on Lake Burley 

Griffin. This section documents the numerous accounts of shipwrecks and where available, 

the government reports from various newspapers of the time. 

The SS Balclutha 

October 1881 --There is no news of the S.S. Balclutha. The station master at Bateman's Bay 

reports that a large dismasted vessel was ten miles off Tomakin on Monday morning. 

The Schooner Bell 

July 4th 1883 - The Schooner Bell, having just loaded 7,000 super feet of sawn timber from 

Tomakin, was driven ashore in an easterly gale and wrecked. A report by a “special 

correspondent” provided more detail on the schooner foundering: 

“A telegram was received this morning from Bateman's Bay, 200 miles south of 

Sydney, stating that the schooner Bell, timber laden, from Tomakin to Sydney, 

foundered at Tomakin Heads yesterday morning. The crew was saved. The Bell was a 

schooner of 95 tons register, and was purchased by the present owners, Messrs. 

Jennings and Pickering, about a fortnight ago from Mr. Cruickshank, of Adelaide. 

She left Sydney under the command of Captain Charles Stuart for Tomakin, where she 

was loaded with hardwood. From thence she was proceeding to Mackay, in 

Queensland. Mr. Pickering received a telegram from the scene of the casualty lost 

night, stating that the vessel was a total wreck, but that the hands were saved. The 

vessel was insured for £1,300 in the Canton Insurance Company. The Bell was a well-

known trader here, and has on several occasions been chartered by Messrs. Burns, 

Phelps, and Co. for the Queensland trade.” 

On July 11th the captain of the Bell made a statement as follows: 

“CAPTAIN STEWART, Late of the Schooner Bell, on behalf of himself and Crew, 

begs to express his sincere and hearty thanks to Thomas Harris and Steven Donovan, 

of Tomakin, for the bravery and courage displayed by them in rescuing the above out 

of the rigging of their vessel, which was wrecked at Tomakin on the morning of the 

4th instant; and to the inhabitants of Tomakin. Messrs. Jennings Brothers, in 

particular, for the kindly and hospitable way in which they were treated during their 

stay after the wreck of the vessel.” 



On the 18th July, the wreck of the schooner Bell, which was still stranded at Tomakin, was 

sold for £45 to her late owners. The cargo, consisting of weatherboards, was still on board.  

1883 July 23rd  - A meeting of the committee of the National Shipwreck Relief society was 

held at the Exchange yesterday after noon, the following members being present -Captain 

Hixson (in the chair), Captain Webber, Captain Broomfield (hon treasurer), Mr. Walter 

Buzacott, Mr. C H Hayes, Mr. Thomas Buckland, and Mr. M H Stephen QC. The Captain 

and crew of the schooner Bell petitioned the committee for relief, they having lost their 

clothes through the vessel running on to a reef at Tomakin, on the 4th instant. They further 

asked the committee to award some compensation to two men named Thomas Harris and 

Stephen Donovan, who, to the risk of their lives, ventured out in a heavy sea in a small dingy 

and rescued three men from the rigging of the schooner. The committee decided that, as the 

applicants were not members of the society, and as their case was not a serious one, they 

having lost their clothing alone, their request was not one which merited compliance with. 

With regard to the two men whose names are mentioned, it was resolved to grant them the 

silver medal of the society. 

Unknown Vessel 

1885 April 18th, Moruya. Within the last three weeks a great deal of wreckage has been 

washed ashore both north and south of this port, apparently belonging to a softwood vessel of 

about 300 tons register. The vessel has apparently been wrecked north of this port, as the 

farther south one proceeds the less wreckage is met with. At Tomakin there was found the top 

of a deckhouse washed ashore, with words, “certified six seamen” thereon. The vessel was 

copper bottomed and iron-fastened. 

The Hastings 

In a near miss, the schooner Hastings broke from her moorings at Tomakin on April 17th 

1886, and drifted out to sea, but she was brought back safely by the tide. The captain and 

cook were washed overboard, but they were rescued with little injury, except bruises. 

The Alice Jane 

11th January 1888 WRECK OF THE ALICE JANE.  

The schooner Alice Jane, employed in the coasting trade, is reported to have gone ashore at 

Tomakin. She drove ashore during the recent bad weather, and is almost sure to become a 

total wreck her back having been broken. The Alice Jane is a vessel of 80 tons, measuring 

82ft. 8in. in length, 18ft. 9in. in breadth, and 7ft. 4in. in depth. She was built at Cape Hawke 

in 1873, and is owned by Mr. T. Gollan. 

FRASER and CO. will sell by auction at the city mart the Wreck of the Schooner, ALICE 

JANE, as she lies on the beach at Tomakin near Moruya. 

At the sitting of the Marine Board on 24th January 1888 there were present-Captains Hixson 

(.President), Broomfield, Moodie, Robertson, McLean, and Lindeman, secretary. An inquiry 

was then commenced into the wreck of the schooner Alice Jane at Tomakin. David Ravel, the 

master of the schooner, deposed that that the vessel was owned by G. Mitchell, of Sydney, 

and was insured. She was lost on the 10th instant, when on a voyage from Tomakin to 



Sydney; on the night after the vessel’s departure from Tomakin. It came on to blow hard and 

as she was not making any headway she ran to an anchorage under Burrawarra point. During 

the night the vessel got broadside to the easterly roll, and he (witness) heard the water 

washing about in the hold; he called all hands and it was ascertained that there was 2.5 ft. of 

water in the vessel; the pumps were kept going till the following night, when the weather 

appeared so fine that a start was made for Sydney. Shortly after leaving a southerly sprang up 

and the vessel was again headed for shelter but on nearing Tomakin the leak gained rapidly, 

and on getting inside she was almost level with the water. The schooner was then beached; he 

accounted for the leak by the fact that the schooner had been on the ground at Tomakin for 

five days, and that she must have strained herself. The remainder of the crew gave 

corroborative evidence. The Board reserved its decision until Monday next. 

In February 1888, Captain Ravel, master of the schooner Alice Jane, applied for relief on the 

grounds that he had lost his clothes and effects in the wreck of the vessel at Tomakin. The 

matter was left in the hands of the chairman. 

The Maggie Scott 

June 17th 1889 All Hands Saved. 

By the arrival of the barque Veritas (Captain Creighton) from Java, on Saturday, Captain 

Denton and the crew of the schooner Maggie Scott were brought to port, the Maggie Scott 

having foundered off Tomakin on Friday. The Maggie Scott was a ketch of 30 tons, and was 

owned by Mr. Henderson, of Newcastle. She was built at Brisbane Water in 1868. She left 

Tomakin for Sydney with 13,500ft of timber, and shortly after leaving she foundered. The 

crew escaped in the boat, and tried to make land, but, failing in doing so, were rescued by the 

Veritas, treated with every kindness by Captain Creighton and his crew, and brought to 

Sydney. The Maggie Scott was 59ft 4in in length, with a beam of 16ft /in, and is not insured. 

Captain Denton gave evidence similar to the account which has already appeared in the 

News. Witness had chartered her himself, believing her to be staunch, and she was well found 

in every particular. Donald Moore and Christopher Hill also gave evidence, and the Board 

having deliberated, reserved their decision until Monday next. 

The Captain’s Statement. 

Captain Denton, the master of the ketch Maggie Scott, which foundered at sea on Friday last, 

states: “The Maggie Scott left Tomakin Creek with a cargo of 13,500ft of sawn hardwood for 

Sydney on Thursday evening. She experienced moderate westerly winds until abreast of 

Ulladulla, when the wind freshened from the same quarter, and on rounding Cape St. George 

the vessel was hove-to under close-reefed mainsail. On Friday, at 8 a.m., she was kept on the 

small jibsail again, sailing under the small jib-stay sail and close reefed mainsail. At 11 a.m. 

the jib was taken in and it was then found that the vessel had sprung a leak. She was then in 

the middle of the Shoalhaven Bight. Every effort was made by pumping and balling to keep 

her afloat but without success, the water gaining rapidly and the vessel apparently fast going 

down. At 12 noon, when about three miles off Black Point, the vessel being in a sinking 

condition, the boat was launched and the crew had only just time to get into her when the 

vessel foundered. The crew, three all told, pulled shorewards but could make no headway, the 

boat drifting seaward. About five hours later the barque Veritas, bound to Sydney, hove in 

sight, and with some difficulty picked them up. The shipwrecked people were then in an 

exhausted condition, and their boat could not possibly have floated much longer. Captain 



Creighton, the master of the barque, showed the distressed people every attention, supplying 

them with food and clothing, and landing them all well in Sydney on Saturday morning. 

1889 June 25th The Marine Board.  – Abandonment of the Maggie Scott 

The usual weekly meeting of the Marine Board was held on Monday afternoon, all the 

members being present, and the president (Captain Hixson) in the chair. With respect to the 

abandonment of the ketch Maggie Scott, on the morning of June 14, off Tomakin, the board 

found that the abandonment was justifiable, and that there was no evidence on which to 

sustain a charge of any default against the master, Captain Denton. 

The Julius Vogel 

On April 10th 1890 the schooner Julius Vogel, loaded with timber from the Bellinger River to 

Wollongong, went ashore at Tomakin, on the southern coast of New South Wales, at 7 p.m. 

on Tuesday. There was a very heavy gale blowing at the time. The crew landed safely. It is 

feared should the rough weather continue she will become a total wreck. The Julius Vogel is 

a wooden schooner of 56 tons, built at Auckland in 1873, and owned by Messrs. E. Davies 

and E. Anderson. Her dimensions are: Length, 66ft 4in, with a beam of 19ft 3in, and depth of 

hold 6ft 4in. She is insured in the South British Insurance Company. 

May: The Marine Board gave their decision into the cause of the wreck of the schooner Julius 

Vogel, which occurred at Tomakin on April 10th The board found that the said wreck was 

caused by the vessel breaking away from her moorings in an exposed anchorage during a 

southerly gale, and that there was no evidence adduced upon which to found a charge of 

default against Edward Anderson, the master. The work of dismantling the wrecked schooner 

is still going on. The steamer Kameruka, which arrived in Sydney yesterday, brought a 

quantity of the vessel's gear, &c.  

On May 10th the wreck of the schooner Julius Vogel was purchased by Mr. Milton for £7. 

The Taramung 

July 1891 The Missing Steamer Taramung,- indications of her total loss and discovery of 

wreckage. 

There seems to be no doubt now that the Taramung has been wrecked. A telegram received 

this afternoon from a fisherman named Joachim Moses, living at Tomakin, situated 136 miles 

south of Sydney, reports that a quantity of wreckage has been washed up upon the beach. It 

includes a vessel's wheel, 4ft in diameter, and the remains of a ship's boat with the oars 

marked "Taramung," and also a ship's barometer freshly broken up. A telegram has been sent 

in reply, instructing the man to look out for the pilot steamer, and report the finding of the 

wreckage, with a view to its being overhauled. The police have also been communicated 

with, and instructed to make further search on the beach. 

The master of the steamer Trident, which arrived at Narooma on Sunday from Sydney 

reported having sighted the bulwark of a vessel on Five Islands on Friday last. Five Islands 

are situated off Red Point, about five miles from Wollongong Heads. They are small rocky 

projections, entirely exposed to the weather, and even if any of the crew succeeded in getting 

ashore, it is very questionable if they could have survived till now. 



The only passenger by the Taramung was Miss L. Moss, who had been on a visit to her sister, 

Mrs. Alexander, of Railway-street, Newcastle. On the morning of the day the Taramung left 

Newcastle this young lady received news of the death of her father at Melbourne and booked 

by this vessel as the quickest means of returning. 

The William Alexander 

July 1891 - a Ketch Ashore. 

The ketch William Alexander, a well-known coaster, went ashore during the recent easterly 

gale at Tomakin, on the south coast, and at latest advices was still hard and fast, with her 

rudder unshipped and sternpost jammed against a rock, the tide flowing in and out of the 

vessel. The ketch was laden with timber for Sydney when she drove ashore, but portion of 

this has been discharged and there now remains 9000ft in the hold. She is a vessel of 58 tons, 

and was built at the Hawkesbury River in 1872. Messrs. W. Grove and A. Brooks, of Sydney, 

are the owners. 

The White Cloud 

February 14th 1893 -. Particulars were received by the Standard Insurance Company of New 

Zealand on Monday with reference to the stranding of Mr. Alexander Kethel's schooner 

White Cloud at Broulee, near Moruya. The White Cloud was on .a voyage from -Sydney to 

Tomakin, and was driven on the rocks during the late heavy easterly winds and sea. She is 

resting on the rocks, which carry about 2ft of water at high tide. She has lost both anchors, 

and her windlass is said to be useless. She is heading to the south and that portion of her hull 

-which is visible, appears to be intact. Captain Moncrieff was in command at the time of .the 

disaster.' The pilot stationed at Moruya reports that the rocks on which the vessel rests form 

the west side of a small sandy bay, and that there is a reef of boulders stretching across the 

mouth of this -bay, with a narrow passage in the centre of the reef carrying about 7ft at high 

water.  

The Forster 

1898 A Ketch reported ashore. 

Mr. A. W. R. Settree, owner of the ketch Forster, yesterday received a wire from Tomakin, 

on the south coast, stating that the vessel had gone ashore there. The Forster is bound to 

Sydney with a cargo of timber, and is almost a new vessel of 69 tons. Her owner and Captain 

Bentley, representing the underwriters, the National Insurance Company of New Zealand, left 

last night by steamer to get the vessel afloat or save as much as possible. The insurance is 

£800 on hull. 

The Red Rover 

September 1901 AN ANCIENT WRECK. 

A wreck, supposed to be that of the Red Rover, lost, according to some old residents, 

between 50 and 60 years ago, was uncovered during the late heavy easterly gales, near 

Moruya, and has been visited lately by several parties. The vessel, which is some ninety odd 

feet long, is lying head on to the beach at the mouth of Candlegut Creek, near Tomakin. The 



hull has been embedded in sand up to the 9-ft. mark. Several sheets of Muntz metal, branded 

with a lion over a crown, some few tons of pig iron, and one six-pounder cannon, apparently 

used as ballast, are on board. There was also found the brass part of a telescope, Dollond's 

make, with the glass intact, and a lot of broken crockery. Under the iron can be seen a leather 

bag in a good state of preservation, and supposed to be a mail- bag. There are rumors that 

some parties a week ago recovered some leg-irons, and several old muskets from the derelict. 

An anecdote told by Amby Barling to Dave Nicholson was that it was believed that the Red 

Rover was in fact a Pirate ship. 

Mossy Point Anchor memorial 

In 1970 an anchor from the bed of the Tomago River was put on display at Mossy Point 

headland.  

Anchor Memorial 

Address: Annetts Parade, Mossy Point, 2537 

State: NSW 

Area: AUS 

Please Note: GPS Co-ordinates are approximate. 

Latitude: -35 50 24  

Longitude: +150 10 47  

 

Monument Type: Monument 

 

Theme: Landscape 

 

Sub-Theme: Discovery 

 

Description:  

Commemorates bicentenary of Captain Cook`s voyage and also part played by maritime 

services in the region. 

Actual Monument Dedication Date: 22-April-1970 

 

Front Inscription:  

"This anchor raised from the Tomaga River where it had served as an aid to navigation 

during the early part of this century, was erected by the Eurobodalla Shire Council with the 

help of public subscription to commemorate the Bicentenary of Captain Cook`s historic 

voyage of discovery along the NSW coastline, passing Tomhahgan (the Aboriginal name for 

the river) on this day 200 years ago. It also recalls the significant part played by the maritime 

services in the development of this region in the early days of settlement. A. E. Fenning, Shire 

President, 22 April 1970". 

Initially, the anchor was wrongly attributed to come from the wreck of the Schooner Scotia in 

1884. No such wreck is recorded in the Tomakin area and the schooner Scotia actually went 



down near Kiama in 1889. It was also very unlikely that such a heavy anchor could have 

come from such a small ship as the Scotia and in a letter to the Moruya Examiner on 22 July 

1965 Holroyd Innes wrote:  

 

“A large ship’s anchor in the sand at Mossy Point bar, which was always thought to 

be from a wreck, was in fact placed there by an American captain of the “Sophia 

Anne,” to kedge his ship in when suitable winds were not available. This captain’s 

name was Bill Omer, and was known locally as “Kedge Anchor Bill.” He was well 

known about the1880’s when the Jennings and Barlings sawmills were going at their 

peak” 

 

  



Development of Communications  
Through Rain and Sleet and Snow…. 

 

Prior to settlement, local Aboriginal tribes would have used message sticks for their 

communication and given some of the problems that occurred as modern communications 

developed,  possibly we should have stuck with that. On the 13th September 1926, a report by 

the District Postal Inspector, Cooma stated that ‘Tomakin Office has given a good deal of 

trouble during the past years’ As you will see in the following section, the District Inspector 

was a master of understatement. The various details of communication to and from Tomakin 

also involve quite a range of the early Tomakin settlers and ebbed and flowed with the 

growth and establishment of the area.  

It reads like a chaotic timeline of changes with petty jealousies, price undercutting and 

remote Governmental decisions coming into play. The recent work in running the NBN cable 

through the older section of the village to the Reflections development, without connecting 

any of the dwellings on the way through could possibly be seen as a continuance of some of 

the curious decisions affecting our links to the outside world.  

By 19th February 1878 a steam sawmill had been established and was operational at Tomago 

(Tomakin) and in a petition seeking the establishment of a post office with Abraham Jennings 

(one of the proprietors at the mill) as postmaster, it was stated that ‘it (the mill) provides the 

nucleus of a thriving village’. Mail for the area was being sent to Batemans Bay, Mogo and 

Moruya. This petition resulted in a Tender being called for a mail service once a week 

between Mogo and Tomago. No responses to this tender were received.  

On 7th February 1880 a bid by James Stove of Broulee was accepted for the conveyance of 

Post Office Mails to Mogo and Tomakin (now renamed due to confusion with another town 

called Tomago) at a frequency of once per week by horseback with an annual payment of £15  

(around $2,100 in current value). Abraham Jennings then commenced as Postmaster of 

Tomakin on 1st April 1880. 

This development was obviously appreciated by at least one unnamed local correspondent to 

the Moruya Examiner on May 19th 1880 stated - “In my last correspondence, I mentioned 

that a Post Office was applied for to be established here, since then I am happy to chronicle 

that the prayer of the petitioners was taken into consideration and the desired object granted. 

The Post Office is placed under the management and able jurisdiction of Mr. Abraham 

Jennings, a gentleman fully competent and trustworthy, to fulfil the obligations attached to 

this post with zeal and ability”. 

An announcement in the Moruya Examiner of 28 May 1881 from the NSW Department of 

Public Works stated that an expenditure of £60 had been approved for repairs to the road 

from Mogo to Tomakin. This was met by grudging commentary in the paper: “Our friends at 

the Tomakin and numerous others who have occasion to use the main road from Mogo to the 

Tomakin will be pleased to learn that through the persistent agitation of our member, Mr. 

Garvin, the sum of £60 is to be expended on this road. Looking at the importance of the 

growing township of Tomakin, and the disgraceful state of this its main thoroughfare, the 

paltry sum of £60 is quite insufficient. However, we must be thankful for small mercies, and 



cultivate the organ of hope; faith may be very good, but it won’t remove the bog holes and 

other obstructions from off the Tomakin road.” 

Having succeeded with the postal service, in a further petition for a telegraph office on May 

4th 1883, it was stated that “we need a telegraph office, we have five sawmills operating and 

one under construction, we now have to go to Batemans Bay to send telegrams” The 

Petitioners paid a bond of £104 for an electric telegraph office at Tomakin. This sum would 

be equivalent to around $21,000 in today’s money and such a significant amount shows the 

value that sawmills and other businesses in Tomakin put on the ability to rapidly deal with 

their customers. 

The names of the petitioners paying the bond were: James Anthony Curtis (Circular Quay, 

Sydney); Charles Kelsey (Tomakin); Edward Jennings (Tomakin); Abraham Jennings 

(Tomakin); George Barling (Tomakin); Adolph Joseph Thomsen (Tomakin); William 

Jennings (Tomakin); Frederick Pickering (Bathurst Creek). Many of these were heavily 

involved in, or owned local industries. 

In February 1883 Rosina Hegarty was appointed as both Receiving Office Keeper and 

Telegraph Operator (prior to the Telegraph line being in place). It was customary at that time 

to refer to postal and telegraph offices as a Receiving Office and the” Station Master” – 

usually one person who carried out many tasks was designated as a "ROK" or Receiving 

Office Keeper.  

On August 2nd 1883 Tenders for a telegraph line from Mogo to Tomakin were announced, to 

close on 3rd. September. Four tenders were received and it was recommended that James 

Veitch’s tender be accepted (lowest tender) for the erection of a telegraph line from Mogo to 

Tomakin, at £30 per mile, and an additional wire on existing poles at £10 per mile, with 

struts, 7shillings and sixpence each. Mr. Veitch must have been an energetic worker as 

pegging for the four mile Telegraph line from Mogo to Tomakin was completed by October 

24th 1883 and the full Telegraph line completed on the 9th February 1884.  

The Veitch family were obviously at the forefront of 1880’s communications technology as 

on 30th October 1883 Mr George Veitch won a contract for the conveyance of mails between 

Mogo and Tomakin by horseback at £22 for one year. 

On the 17th January 1884 it was recommended that Arthur Meynink, currently telegraph 

operator at Goulburn, be transferred to Tomakin Telegraph Station, and this was quickly 

approved. The Tomakin Telegraph station opened 11th February 1884, with Arthur Meynink 

as Station master. At this time, Tomakin had two sawmills and a Public School.  

On 11th March 1884, Abraham Jennings was appointed as Telegraph/Telephone Operator at 

£26 per year. However, very shortly after on 15th April 1884; Mr. R C Campbell accepted the 

appointment of Telephone Master. He was already the teacher at the Tomakin Public School 

and this required the “instruments” to be moved to the office close to the school. This 

arrangement did not last long either, as on the 26th October 1884, Mr Campbell, public school 

teacher and Telegraph Operator at Tomakin was to be transferred to Tarlingah School. Ms. 

Bridges was to take charge of the school and her sister, Annie Havenden, was appointed 

Telegraph Operator at the same salary with effect from 1swt October 1884.  



However, not everyone was happy with the postal service – the following piece appeared in 

the June 1885 edition of the Moruya examiner – with some skulduggery suggested: 

“Non delivery of papers – we regret to state that complaints respecting the delivery of 

the Examiner have not ceased. Mr. J. Inness of Tomakin, one of our best paying 

subscribers, has been reluctantly compelled to discontinuing as a subscriber owing to 

the non- delivery of his paper……... We hope that the person or persons at fault in 

this case will be discovered”. 

In October 1885, Annie Havenden, who, you will recall was already the Telegraph Operator, 

applied for the additional position of Postmistress. In a further sign that Tomakin was in the 

forefront of equality Sarah Ann Gibbons was given the job of delivering the mails to 

Tomakin by horseback once a week for 3 years at £19 per annum on 7th November 1885.  

Abraham Jennings resigned from the Receiving Office on 16th February 1887.  By August 

1887 it was being maintained by Abraham’s brother Ernest Jennings. 

In October 1888, George Veitch (the original “Tomakin pony express operator”) obviously 

undercut Sarah and won the tender for Mail delivery to Tomakin, once a week on horseback 

for 3 years at £17 per annum. This was £5 a year less than his initial stint in 1883 – possibly 

he used a more fuel efficient horse. 

Ernest Jennings advised that he would be leaving Tomakin on 24th December 1892 and the 

positions of Receiving Office Keeper and Telegraph Office were combined with Annie 

Havenden carrying out both tasks at a salary of £31 per year. This must have met with some 

opposition locally, as on 13th January 1893, there was a petition to remove the post office 

from the school back its former site, a half mile between the school and the sawmills and that 

it be maintained by George Barling. In early February 1893, Annie Havenden resigned as 

both Receiving officer and Telegraph Office keeper. Later that month on the 13th, the local 

teacher (Mr. T Hegarty) recommended that his wife Rosina Hegarty do both positions with 

the office to be attached to the school, and this was agreed on 16th February 1893.  

However, on 1st May 1894 the Telegraph Office was closed temporarily, due to a falloff in 

business, as two sawmills were closed. The Telegraph Office reopened on 6th July 1896. 

In October 1905, Adolph Joseph Thomsen was awarded the job to porter mails weekly 

between Mogo and Tomakin at £8 per year – a major reduction in charges! Adolph showed a 

deal of entrepreneurial spirit and offered to continue this job at the same price and do the 

Receiving Office Keeper for another £2 and the Telegraph Officer for another £2 if the office 

relocated to his house, 60 yards from the existing facility. It was decided that Thomsen was 

‘educationally unfitted to conduct the duties’, however, his daughter was ‘quite competent’, 

so she could do the work. However, the Receiving Office was then actually closed on 19th 

October 1905 due to a lack of business. 

One wonders about the continual changes in the Receiving Office status as only 2 months 

later in December 1905 the Receiving Office and Telegraphic Office was set up in 

Thomsen’s house, with services to be provided by his daughter. On 23rd December 1905, 

Rosina Hegarty, who had previously been providing these services, wrote complaining about 

these new arrangements, but to no avail. 



This arrangement with the Thomsens lasted for what was an unusually extended period, given 

its history to date, until in 1911 Thomsen moved to Moruya. The Thomsen house was rented 

to Philip Cook, and it was agreed that his wife Daisy Cook was to carry on the work. 

On 2nd October 1909, the Postmaster General, Sydney advised that a public telephone had 

been established at Tomakin and that conversations may now be held between Tomakin, 

Batemans Bay and Benandra. 

In March 1912, the Postmaster, Moruya, visited Tomakin, and noted that the public school 

was the centre of the settlement; with nine families in the vicinity, two workmen and seven 

other workmen at Cook’s sawmill. His issue was who to appoint to run the post office: 

Thomsen, Cook, or Hegarty (Cook was the sawmill owner). On 10th May 1912 Rosina 

Hegarty was duly appointed again, with porterage on Saturdays and Tuesdays between 

Tomakin and Mogo. Thomas Barling protested to his local Member (Austin Chapman) as his 

wife had also wanted to tender for the work. 

In 1920, Frederick Innes agreed to do the Postmaster work and was appointed with effect 

from 6th August 1920. Then, in August 1921 Maria Jane Innes was appointed Receiving 

Officer. In June 1922, Frederick Innes took over as Receiving Officer, but the Receiving 

Office was then closed on 1st October 1922. On the same date, James Marshall, a local farmer 

was appointed to run the Telephone Office only, and telegraphic services continued until 31st 

July 1923 when James Marshall resigned as Receiving Officer.  

In 1924, a cheese factory and a new sawmill had opened at Tomakin and after lobbying of the 

local member at that time, the following report was issued: 

29th April 1924 The Deputy Postmaster- General advises the Hon. Austin Chapman as 

follows: — 'With reference to representations made some time ago by Mr. Frederick. 

J. lnnes, of 'Ocean View,' Tomakin, via Mogo, on behalf of residents of the district, 

for the provision of postal and telephonic facilities at Tomakin, I have to intimate that 

approval has been given for the re-establishment of a receiving and telephone office, 

under the control of Mr. Innes. The hours during which the office will be open for the 

transaction of business are from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. and 2 p.m. to 6 p.m. on Monday, 

Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, and Saturday, and 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Wednesday. A mail 

exchange is not considered to be warranted, but arrangements are being made for, the 

distribution of correspondence by a porterage service between Mogo and Tomakin 

once weekly 

On the 3rd June 1924, Receiving Office Keeper services resumed with Mr Innes in charge. 

This continued until April 1925 when Mr. Innes had to leave the area due to illness and 

Francis Stephens, farmer, was appointed as the Receiving Officer from May 1st 1924. This 

lasted until 1st February 1926 when the Receiving Office was yet again closed. 

In May 1926, it was agreed that Horace O’Neill would do the Receiving Officer work as he 

owned his property and also had a cheese factory located there. A new telegraph line to his 

property was to cost £82, 3 shillings and 3 pence. O’Neill could provide a three year 

guarantee so the work was recommended to go ahead. There were complaints from residents 

at Mosquito Bay as they said the line would benefit O’Neill and no one else.  



On 13th September 1926, the report of the District Officer Cooma recommended a 

Telegraphic office only, but not a Receiving Office Keeper. It was in this same report that he 

made the understated comment which heads this chapter. 

On 15th May 1929, after Mr. O’Neill’s tenure was up, Herbert Fowke, grazier was appointed 

as the Telegraph Office Keeper. 

  



Early development of Tomakin – School, Church and Graveyards  

 
Churches/religion 

As was the case in many rural areas of Australia, Tomakin had church services which were 

carried out by “travelling” preachers of various denominations on a regular basis from the 

late 1880’s. While most of these were carried out by the Moruya Anglican Church, there 

were also services conducted by the Church of England; the Wesleyan Methodist Church and 

the Catholic Church. A few of the records of religious services and mention of Tomakin 

churches are attached below, but strangely no actual locations for these can be found:  

An article by “the Scout” in January 1886 noted that “A good store, a tiny chapel, and 

a wee schoolhouse supply the physical, spiritual, and scholastic needs of Tomakin.”  

Moruya Examiner and South Coast Times: 13th February 1889 “Divine Services will 

be held, as follows:-Church of England - Sunday February 17th Tomakin 11a.m. (Holy 

Communion)” 

A report from the Wesleyan Synod in the Kiama Independent and Shoalhaven 

Advertiser on the 28th October 1899 states that permission was given to erect a wood 

church at Tomakin, in the Moruya circuit at a small cost. 

The NSW Government Gazette of 24th March 1900 records that permission was given 

to purchase church sites at Erskineville, Gulgong, Boolaroo, and to erect churches at 

Mount Hunter, Tomakin, Gulgong, Boggy Camp and Bora Creek. 

There are quite a few references to churches being built at Tomakin, used by travelling 

preachers of all denominations, and many advertisements for services being held at Tomakin 

from the mid 1880’s onwards, but it has not been possible as yet to trace any further 

information about the location or history of these places of worship in early Tomakin life, and 

when or how they disappeared. When the Tomakin Community hall began operating in the 

mid 1980’s, one of its uses was for church and memorial services and this continues today. 

However, worship in one way or another continued and as detailed in “The History of St. 

Peter’s Congregation Tomakin 1958-1990 by Elaine Stone” groups of people would come 

together to celebrate their religion: 

 

“In 1981, Peter and Betty Bertram did a doorknock of the Tomakin area to find out 

where there were Anglican households. One of the people they visited was Ivy 

Hilditch, who with husband Ken, and other close friends had come from Sydney to 

live in retirement. As a result of this visit, Ivy and Ken offered the use of an upstairs 

living room in their house at 52 Sunpatch Parade and the first service was held there 

in the morning of 13 October 1981. 

A group of regular worshipers met there once a fortnight, They included Merv and 

Wyn Bonner, Betty Stockley, Jean and Stan Bowman (who with Betty were long 

standing friends of Ivy and Ken’s), Nell McTaggart, a long-time resident of Tomakin 

(who recalled the days when they would row across the river to the Mossy Point 

store), Maxine Pickering, and Don and Shirley Hall, Daphne and Adrian 



Wormsbecher were other regulars on alternate Tuesday mornings. In time, the 

congregation at Tomakin outgrew the small upstairs living room and Ken converted 

his carport for use as a church. The congregation continued to grow: Joy Grace had 

been one of the early members, and brought her Casio keyboard to provide music for 

hymns; Janet and Richard Simons joined the congregation and Janet also took turns 

at the keyboard. Ken did magnificent work setting up. The first Sunday service was 

held on 5 May 1985. “Bethel Bible Studies” were also held in the carport during the 

Sunpatch Parade era. 

 

Later, the progress association was able to erect a hall on the site of the works office 

of the Tomakin Sewage project, and the Sunday service was continued there on a 

fortnightly basis. 

 

A landmark was reached when the congregation chose the name of St. Peters and 

established its identity in this way (Ken insisting that a democratic election be held). 

 

Early in 1987 services began on a weekly basis and the congregation steadily grew as 

people realised that there was a regular weekly service. That regularity was 

maintained even during the difficult months when the Parish was without a rector, 

with the help of visiting priests Rev Russell Oldmeadow, Rev Noel Smith and the 

locum tenens Rev Bill Devonshire assisted by our two lay readers Richard Simone 

and Dennis Woodhams, who continued the pattern of fortnightly services of Morning 

Prayer alternating with the Eucharist. Other members of the congregation assisted 

with the Readings and Intercessions. At Rf. Paul Cook’s suggestion, a branch of the 

Mother’s Union was formed in April 1989. Ivy Hilditch was its foundation president 

and Elaine Stone secretary. Sadly, Ivy died in August, but her memory lives on in the 

church of St.Peter’s, Tomakin 

 

There had been for many years another service on alternate Tuesdays in Broulee. 

This had begun in 1958 when Elaine Clark asked Rev Jim Tetlow to come from 

Moruya once a month to celebrate the Eucharist in the Clark’s lovely home on the 

Candlegan Creek. Congregations of usually eight to twelve increased to over 30 in 

holiday times. In 1977, Bessie Cook took over from Elaine Clark and the Tuesday 

services were continued at 6 Iluka Street, Broulee until 1989. 

 

Mention must also be made of the well-attended “Cliff Top” Christmas and Easter 

Eucharists begun by Archdeacon Fred Hill when he retired to his chosen spot in 

Annetts Parade, Mossy Point.  It is always the earnest hope of the congregation of St 

Peter’s that there will be a church built in our area.” 

 

It is possible that the St. Peters Anglican College was named after the St. Peters Broulee and 

Tomakin congregations. The Community Hall in Tomakin was (and still is) used regularly for 

Funeral and other religious services, including regular meetings of the spiritualist and other 

church groups. 

 

Cemeteries 

 

Rampant development was suggested to be the culprit when a pioneer ungazetted cemetery at 

Melville Point holding 29 recorded burials (Moruya Courthouse Records) was bulldozed 



during the development of Sunpatch [Tomakin] to make way for a carpark leaving only one 

headstone standing (Ecos 10 1976: 9).  

The photograph below from Elaine Edwards (Holroyd Innes’ Granddaughter) is one of the 

very few remaining, showing a headstone from the original graveyard at Melville Point. 

 

 
 

Richard Sebbens died in a Tomakin Sawmill accident and the full text on the Gravestone 

was: 

 

In Loving Memory 

Richard Sebbens 

Died 12 April 1914 

Aged 54 Years 

Accidently Killed 

Erected by his loving Brothers and Sisters 

 

The following table lists those settlers who were buried there from 1882 – 1914. 

 



Name Death Date Age Father Mother 

Sarah Ann 

Allaban 

30/8/1893 3 years Alfred Allaban Harriet Allaban nee 

Richardson 

Arthur Barling 10/10/1897 2 months George Barling Cecilia Ann Barling 

nee Sebbens 

Dorothy Barling 1/2/1900 4 months Albert Barling Mary Elizabeth nee 

Morris 

Lottie E Barling 10/10/1897 2 months George Barling Cecilia Ann Barling 

nee Sebbens 

James Henry 

Bellette 

30/12/1882 13 months Samuel Bellette Margaret Bellette nee 

Barling 

Rachel Mary 

Bellette 

5/3/1883 4 weeks Samuel Bellette Margaret Bellette nee 

Barling 

Annie Brown 

nee Nicholson 

19/10/1883 39 years Charles Nicholson Jane Brown 

Reuben Burrell 24/9/1884 65 years   

James G Butt 17/6/1883 29 years   

Frederick 

Collins Cane 

10/6/1906 42 years Henry Cane Sarah Cane nee 

Collins 

Jane Cane nee 

Wilson 

4/4/1897 31 years Isaac Wilson Helen Balfour 

Stella Hegarty 15/9/1902 5 years Thomas Hegarty Rosina Baker 

Victor Leonard 

Innes 

12/3/1899 20 days John Innes Elizabeth Mary Innes 

nee Barling 

Amelia Jeanette 

Jennings 

21/8/1879 6 years Robert Jennings Lucy Jessie Jennings 

nee Haven 

John Phillip 

Jennings 

20/6/1878 9 years Robert Jennings Lucy Jessie Jennings 

nee Haven 

Robert Jennings 27/1/1885 70 years Robert Jennings Ellen Cook 

Robert Jennings 21/7/1885 40 years Robert Jennings Eliza Wright 

Helena Lewis 2/7/1886 4 months John Lewis Norah Lewis nee 

Manly 

Mary Lewis 12/1/1885 10 months John Lewis Norah Lewis nee 

Manly 

Charles Morris 12/3/1896 32 years William Morris Martha Ann Morris 

nee Corby 

Martha Ann 

Morris nee 

Corby 

24/5/1900 68 years Charles Corby Ann Corby nee East 

Morris 

(unnamed male) 

8/9/1892 5 days Tom Morris ElizabethMorris nee 

Jennings 

William Morris 4/11/1898 82 years Johnathan Morris Sophia Morris nee 

Thorpe 

Joseph Ralph 

Pillagreen 

7/12/1902 76 years Joseph Pillagreene unknown 

Sophia Ann 

Stebbens nee 

Morris 

10/10/1905 49 years William Morris Martha Ann Corby 



Eliza Jane 

Sebbens 

26/12/1902 15 years Richard Sebbens Sophia Ann Sebbens 

nee Morris 

Richard Sebbens 12/4/1914 51 years James Sebbens Cecilia Ann Sebbens 

nee Barling 

William Stove 16/7/1882 5 months James Stove Sophia Ann Stove nee 

Morris 

Elizabeth 

Margaret 

Wadsworth nee 

Harwood 

1898 36 years   

List of burials at Melville Point Cemetery – courtesy of Moruya and District Historical Society Inc. 

 

One rather poignant observation from this list is that half of the burials were of children, 

many of whom were very young which is an indication of the very hard life those early 

settlers would have had, with little recourse to modern benefits of medicine, or even access to 

treatment. All the headstones were destroyed in the development and have been replaced with 

a memorial stone on the grassy slopes of Melville Point. 

 

 
Settler memorial stone at Melville Point 

 

It seems likely that there was another small Graveyard in Tomakin, as well as the larger and 

well known one sited at Melville Point. It is believed that this was where the Tomakin boat 

ramp and car park is now situated and that it lay between the toilet block and boat ramp In a 

letter to James Sebbens from Holroyd Innes on 29th April 1972, Holroyd stated: 

 

“The old Barlings and your grandfather James Sebbens were buried on the south end 

of Sunpatch, as a boy I was often shown their graves which then had a cast iron 

railing on them and wooden headstones. After a time a great gale blew the sandbanks 

over the flats and covered the graves, there were a few other people laid to rest there.  



When the Sunpatch Estate was being formed, some of the skeletons and iron railings 

were uncovered and I had a letter put in the Moruya paper of what happened there. 

After the old people were buried there, the cemetery was shifted to the Cemetery point 

(Melville Point ) Your uncle Richard Sebbens headstone is still there, smashed by 

vandals, but still readable.” 

 

The letter referred to by Holroyd Innes was published in the Moruya Examiner of 22nd July 

1963 and is reproduced below: 

 

“Sir – According to my grandmother, Mrs Rachel Barling’s memoirs, a ship in the 

very early days was wrecked at Broulee and in the gale some bodies were washed 

ashore at Tomakin. They were buried some distance from the beach on a mound 

afterwards known as the “Old Cemetery.” After that, the first Mr. Barling, his wife, 

and the first Mr. Sebbens were buried there. A wrought iron fence was around the 

Barling graves. In a gale later the graves were covered over with sand and debris. 

While the Sunpatch Estate development was in progress, the remains were brought to 

light by bulldozers. This might solve what was then a mystery. 

The Memorial Park made by the Sunpatch authority is on the site of the later 

Cemetery which was given to the churches by Mr. George (“Dusty”) Barling to-

wards the end of the last Century (1800’s)” 

 

This was further illustrated in a valedictory article on Holroyd Robert Innes’s passing where 

his son stated that “Hols grandparents were buried at Tomakin on the flat, whilst about 30 

people were buried on Burying Point – now known as Melville Point – the last, a Sebbens, in 

1914. 

 

School 

 



 
Early photograph of Tomakin School with pupils - Picture Courtesy of Moruya and District Historical Society 

Inc. 

 

The Schoolteacher (far right of picture) is most probably the well liked Tom Hegarty and the 

7th and 8th children from the left of the picture are Fred and Holroyd Innes. It is also 

interesting to note that all the children are wearing “sunsmart” headgear, although some of 

the hats are more than a little unusual. 

 

A school was first opened at Tomakin (called Burry) in October 1878 in temporary 

accommodation and in a Government Gazette entry from 1880 a tender was issued: 

“Tenders are invited for the erection and completion of New Public School Buildings at 

Burry. Plans and specifications may be seen, and forms of tender obtained at the Office of the 

Department of Public Instruction, Sydney and at Tomakin, on application to Mr. A. Jennings, 

Postmaster.”  

 

The school was believed to have been sited on the higher land opposite the Sports and Social 

Club. 

As can be seen in the following table the school at Tomakin (called Burry School) began 

operation in October 1878 with Randolph C. Campbell being the first teacher. He was 

followed by Mrs. Mary Bridge in 1884 till 1893 when Thomas Hegarty took over. The school 

went through various changes with the variations in numbers of pupils attending. 

 

Type of School   Opening Date   Closing Date   Half-Time Partner Schools 

Public School    Oct 1878    Feb 1893     

Half-Time School    Mar 1893    Aug 1908    Mosquito Bay  

Provisional School    Aug 1908    Jun 1920     



Type of School   Opening Date   Closing Date   Half-Time Partner Schools 

Half-Time School    May 1921    Apr 1924   Mogendoura  

 
NSW Government Education and Communities website: Government Schools of NSW from 1848 

 

The requirements for the establishment of a Public School from 1880 were a minimum of 20 

children and Tomakin at that time must have met or exceeded this number. In March 1893 it 

became a “Half-time school” with a teacher in charge of two schools which together had at 

least 20 children. Tomakin School went through two periods of half-time operation, 

partnering with Mosquito Bay (1893-1908) and Mogendoura (1921-1924). In 1898, the 

required number of attendees was reduced to 16 pupils and in 1908 no fixed number was 

required. 

From 1908 till 1920 the Tomakin School was reclassified as “Provisional” with the 1898 

regulations requiring a minimum of 10 pupils. After 1882 there were provisions for the 

Department to provide all or part of the cost of buildings, but well into the twentieth century 

parents often met most of the cost. This was also evident with the Tomakin School, where 

various activities were held to raise money such as in December 1904 where a concert was 

held to raise funds for purchasing material necessary under the new syllabus. 

The Tomakin school building was also used for a variety of other purposes outside school 

times, including operating as a polling booth for the area. It is interesting that while officially 

called Burry School, most references to it were as Tomakin School e.g. “A poll will be held 

at Tomakin Public School on Friday 14th October 1910”. 

Even though the school was operating as a half-time school at the time, there was investment 

in upgrading the school by the NSW Education Department as witnessed by the following 

news items: 

10th February 1906 - Burry School concerning which tenders are called for repair, is none 

other than Tomakin, near Bateman’s Bay 

9th June 1906 –Last week, Mr Walker (Inspector of Schools) inspected and passed the new 

school which has been built at Tomakin, Mr Mudge, being the contractor, it is safe to assume 

the building was well constructed. Mr. Walker also delivered a lecture at the school, to the 

teachers of the surrounding district on the new system of education 

Thomas (Tom) Hegarty had a long stint teaching at Tomakin (from at least 1893 until 1914). 

It also seems to have been a family affair, with Edward, John and Mary Hegarty also 

appearing on the NSW teacher’s rolls for that time. Thomas seems to have been a very 

popular member of the local community as can be seen from this extract from A.J. Annetts  

Mogo of the past (5/5/56).  

“Tom Hegarty was one of the Tomakin school masters “who did a big, good job 

educating the bouncing boys and gay girls of Tomakin, right up to the hilt a 

gentleman”  

While it would be nice to extrapolate from this extract that Tomakin was one of the first 

liberated villages in NSW, it is likely that the author was using an older meaning of the word 

‘gay’. 



 

Tom Hegarty’s “show and tell” sessions were also a lot more exciting than nowadays: 

 

1907 December 4th - Last week, Mr. Hegarty, teacher at Tomakin, was examining a 

detonator when it exploded and blew off a portion of his thumb and forefinger.  

On the 8th June 1921 Mr. V. M'Carthy, of Conjola Public School, was appointed teacher at 

Moggendoura and Tomakin, while just prior to Tomakin becoming a half-time school again, 

another teacher moved away: 

“7th August 1920 - Mr. Reid, school teacher at Tomakin got a change to Tantwanglo, 

near Bega. A presentation by his brother sportsmen of the Football Club was given 

him on Saturday night in the local hall. This was not elaborate, the notice being very 

short, lads only hearing of his removal on Saturday. None here are foolish enough to 

begrudge his promotion, at the same time all are sorry to lose him as he was a great 

sportsman and good company. He took a great interest in Football, Cricket, Tennis 

and the welfare of his comrades. We all wish him, Mrs. Reid and family all the best of 

good fortune in their new home. “ 

The Tomakin school building was sold by the Education Department in the late 1950’s and 

bought as a private dwelling by the Rogers Family – the pictures below from the Rogers 

family show the schoolhouse pre and post his grandfather renovating and extending it. 

 



Tomakin schoolhouse –early 60’s pre renovation. Picture loaned by Rogers Family 

 

 

Tomakin schoolhouse –post renovation. Picture loaned by Rogers Family 

 

In the NSW Government Gazette on 27th June 1969, the Tomakin Public School site was 

advertised for sale as follows: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From early maps of the Tomakin area it seems that the original school site was on the 

opposite side of Sunpatch Parade from the Social Club, possibly on the high rise where the 

small housing development is now taking place. 

  

Description of land: Former Tomakin Public School Site, Parish Bateman, County St 

Vincent, Shire Eurobodaila, Land District Moruya. Portion 108 

Upset Price:  $1,000 

Place of Sale: At the Crown Land Agent's Office, Court House, Moruya. 

 

The land adjoins the Sunpatch private subdivision and is situated.4 miles east of .Mogo and 

10 miles south of Bateman's Bay. It is suitable for business purposes (general store) but 

intending purchasers should satisfy themselves, by enquiry of Eurobodalla Shire Council 

that their intended use of the land accords with zoning. Electricity is available. 

Terms of sale: Deposit 20 per cent at sale; balance in 3 months interest free or in 4 equal 

annual instalments with interest at 4 per cent on the reducing balance. 



Leisure Activities 
It’s all Fun and Games till someone loses an eye 

It would be surprising if an area where there were a significant local and transient population, 

which included sawmill and shipbuilding workers along with seamen and local miners, did 

not have a range of entertainments for them to while away their few leisure hours. Apart from 

the obvious attractions of fishing, swimming and hunting, some more robust attractions were 

called for, and duly supplied. 

It is more than certain that some of this entertainment would involve alcohol and to quote an 

article by Ian Harrison in the Rosedale Community Association newsletter: - 

“The 1860s were a time of vigorous growth in Australia due to the gold finds near 

Bathurst and then Victoria and then Mogo and Araluen.  Broulee/Tomakin became a 

major set down point for coastal shipping which was the only realistic way to travel 

along the coast. A bridle path from Tomakin via Mogo and Buckenboura led to the 

Araluen fields and much commerce was introduced to this area by the gold rushes.  

Scuttlebutt often quoted claimed that 13 liquor selling Pubs and several boarding 

houses were located in Tomakin at that time, (many of which would have been “pop-

ups”) and the little town of Mogo was reputed to have over 30 pubs.” 

Some of the “pop-ups” referred to in the article were when Mogo and Moruya publicans 

would open a temporary bar at various events such as boat launches, race meetings and 

others, however, it is very likely that a number of ”sly grog shops” were in operation. 

There are some records which can be found relating to the boarding houses, for example, 

Clem Jones operated one on the Mossy Point side of the Tomago River at the rear of what are 

now lots 64 and 65 Annetts Parade next to the headland reserve. It is difficult to find direct 

evidence of any actual liquor outlets which may be indicative of a rather “informal” 

regulation at that time. There was also a Church, School, Post Office and Racecourse which 

was set up both along the bank of Tomago River and on Tomakin beach.  

Racing and other sport 

Horses were the main mode of transport in the late 1800’s and many locals and visitors alike 

would have owned horses for transport and other activities, especially in an area with few 

proper or even basic roads. This caused some local issues as in 1878 when Jennings sued one 

of the Barling family for £10 damages (around $1,200 in today’s money) done to his crop of 

oats by the defendant’s horse. Barling failed to satisfy the bench that the horse in great 

measure did not destroy the oats and was fined £6 13s 6d costs.  

On a more social note, there were regular horse and foot races (presumably different races) 

held in Tomakin and these were well attended by people from the surrounding areas. Mind 

you, given some of the early reports of these race days, they would have been a pretty 

spectacular day out! One such event was recalled in the following marvelous anecdote from 

the Louttit family:-  

“The launch of the schooner being built in 1878 was a great occasion to which 

everybody in the district was invited. All the flash young fellows brought their horses 

and it was decided to include a scratch horse race among the other sports planned for 

the afternoon. Seamen from a couple of timber ships in the river came ashore to join 



the fun and one of them was given a trial run as a jockey. He found his mount hard to 

control and before the race, cunningly rigged a small anchor on the end of a light line 

and slung the whole on his saddle. A number of old Cornish miners’ wives from 

Mogo were organising afternoon tea and a fat old lady was bending over the river 

bank for a bucket of water when the race finished. The sailor, unable to stop his horse 

threw out the anchor which lodged in a tree. The horse came to a sudden halt and fell 

over. In falling, he knocked the old lady into the river and the afternoon finished up 

with a brawl between the seamen and miners.” 

The races at Tomakin were obviously very popular (not surprisingly, given the story above!) 

and were a reasonably regular event – a correspondent to the Moruya Examiner on 22nd 

September 1889 lamented about the lack of entertainment in Moruya:  

“I suppose you would have been annoyed had I failed to write this week. But what's a 

man to write about? The zoological display on the swamp; the suitability of the Park 

as a site for a botanical garden; the dearth of people who wish to make Moruya a go-

a-head place; or the advisability of holding another church bazaar? But there are the 

races! I had almost forgotten that there was a day's racing here on Saturday last. The 

day was beautifully fine, but the attendance was not up to expectations. It must have 

been very disappointing to the promoters to see so few present—a poor return for the 

efforts made to have one day’s racing in the year. The Moruya must look to Deua 

River and Tomakin for its sport, or shake off that tired feeling which has got hold of 

the people.”  

As well as regular racing events, there were also special events held when new ships were 

launched from the Tomago shipyard and one such was planned in 1883 –“ Saturday next, St. 

Patrick’s day, will be a red-letter day with the Tomakin people. The first item on the 

programme is the launch of Messrs. Jennings and Ellison’s new screw steamer, the first 

screw steamer ever built, on the Tomakin. The second part, and no doubt one that, will be 

highly appreciated, is the free spread given by the spirited owners, to all who may like to 

witness the interesting ceremony” This attracted a very large crowd of both locals and a large 

crowd from Moruya and other settlements (possibly the free grub helped). Unfortunately, the 

launch was unsuccessful on that occasion as the weather had been very hot, the river low and 

a very small tide. The food and games were much appreciated nevertheless. 

A more successful launch took place in September 1902, with over 800 attending as reported 

below. It is also of interest that a smart local publican decided to open a bar for the event! 

“A very pleasant day was spent at Tomakin last Saturday, the occasion being the 

launching of a new boat specially built for Messrs A. Jennings and Settree for their 

timber industry. Owing to the early tide, Mr. Jennings announced last week that the 

launching would take place at 11a.m. This announcement was strictly carried out, 

and when the word go was given, the bottle smashed and “Three Cheers” glided from 

her stays into the water which she rode like a graceful swan. Miss P. Settree 

performed the christening ceremony. After “Three Cheers” was made fast, Mr. 

Jennings invited the company to partake of refreshments.  

After luncheon, to which the Moruya visitors were kindly invited, an adjournment was 

made to the sea beach, where a pleasant afternoon’s amusement composed of foot 

and horse racing was indulged in, fully 800 persons being present. Mr. J. Sebbens 

had a publican’s booth on the ground.”  



The race carnivals at Tomakin continued on for a long period and a report of a race on 

Boxing Day in 1911 covered an incident where during the progress of a horse race along the 

beach, the animal ridden by “young Thompson” swerved and ran into the water. A big 

breaker came along and completely enveloped the pair and there was an awed silence for a 

few seconds until the two emerged safely on the beach and the rider got off the horse in the 

water. It was reported that “the crowd of picnickers laughed when they recovered from their 

surprise”. 

Traditional Australian team sporting activities were also popular with Cricket and Football 

(the actual variety of football is not recorded) being played with a Tomakin team being 

involved from the late 1880’s till at least 1920. Much of this sport, as nowadays, was 

organised via the local School with the schoolteacher playing an active role. Unfortunately, 

Tomakin did not seem to stand out in the local league stakes as can be seen in a cricket report 

from March 1886 between Tomakin and Batemans Bay. In their first innings the Tomakin 

players scored 17, and in their second attempt 38. Veitch from the Bay team captured six 

wickets in the first innings and three in the second. The Batemans Bay eleven put together 57 

runs in their first attempt.  

Other sporting activities included very rural contests such as wood chopping were also held 

regularly and with Tomakin and surrounding areas having a strong timber industry, there 

were many excellent exponents of this skill. A wood chopping final, known as the “sleeper 

getters contest” for the district championship took place at Batemans Bay in 1906 between 

Barling of Tomakin and Armitage of Milton with Armitage winning in a time of 1 minute 34 

seconds to chop through a 15 inch spotted gum log. Armitage won £20 and the gate money 

for his efforts. 

These wood chopping contests were a long-term feature of the area and the Barlings, among 

others were a family who had a long history working with wood generally and in wood 

chopping events. As an article on the Barlings from 1956 pointed out: - 

“Bill Barling did not grace the chopping contest arena. But as a girder and sleeper 

squarer he put up a finishing spectacle par excellence. Qualified opinion was that he 

was never equaled – not in regard to speed, but as to smoothness of broadaxe strokes, 

splitting the line by the rhythmic rise and fall of the axe, demonstrating a final polish 

almost equal to the shine of a well-dressed wardrobe. He could engineer an engine as 

well as chop. These Barling boys were tall and strong, bred and born to all the details 

of forestland living, with trained eye knowing timber. Ab (Lawrence Ambrose Barling 

– nicknamed Ab or Amby) contested many chopping events. With long legs and arms 

and keen judgement and an axe sharpened to a turn he made the chips fly against his 

qualified opponents. What a sight were those woodchops? He could square those long 

and short ironbark girders, sleepers and dresses poles with exactitude” 

Huntin’ Shootin’ and Fishin’ 

As well as being a necessity to put food on the table, the pursuit of fish and wildlife was an 

activity which was very popular as an escape from the harsh realities of a pioneer town like 

Tomakin. From the very beginnings of the Tomakin settlement through to the present day, 

many people have enjoyed pursuing the rich and varied fish and fauna which abound in the 

surrounding area. This section consists of some interesting and cautionary tales.  



In February 1895, an article in the Moruya Examiner covered an incident in which another of 

the Barling family was involved “Mr. A. Barling had the misfortune to be bitten by a snake 

while out shooting at Tomakin on Friday last. Ligatures were applied and the wound 

scarified immediately, when the gentleman proceeded to Moruya for medical aid. I saw him 

on Saturday (none the worse for the accident), when he told me he thought that the liquor he 

had drunk would kill three snakes”. It should be pointed out that, although the outcome in 

this case was positive, the treatment (and prior alcohol consumption) is definitely not a 

recommended solution for snakebite. 

Yet another unfortunate accident occurred in January 1901 when a young man named 

Coombs, of Mogo, was fishing at the mouth of the Tomakin River and attempted to jump 

across a chasm, missing his footing on the other side. He fell a depth of about 30 feet 

breaking one of his legs- Coombs was alone, and was not found until night. He was then 

taken to the Moruya Hospital. 

A much more serious incident was reported in January 1903 and the final outcome for the 

person involved has not yet been discovered.  

On Sunday evening a frightful gun accident occurred at Tomakin by which William 

Innes, youngest son of Mr. John Innes, of Mullenderee, was so seriously injured that 

his recovery is doubtful. After sundown Innes, accompanied by two friends, went out 

with a gun with the intention of shooting a rabbit. Later he was sitting on the rail of a 

fence with the butt of the gun resting on the lower rail, when the weapon fell, the 

trigger evidently catching and the charge exploding, entering his head under the chin. 

The tongue was split and the roof of the mouth shattered, Dr. Quilter was sent, for and 

later the patient was admitted to the local hospital, where he was further attended by 

Drs. Quilter and Parsons who (states the Moruya Times) ordered his removal to 

Sydney for treatment.  

There are quite a few comments one could make over this next story from 1910, but suffice it 

to say, it is a very good thing that this mode of fishing is no longer practised. 

On the 29th March Clarence Barling, 13 years of age, together with other boys, 

procured some dynamite for the purpose of blowing up fish in Tomakin River. 

Barling fired the fuse, which he held in his right hand, watching for fish. Not noticing 

the fuse burning, it exploded, completely destroying his hand, which had to be 

amputated above the wrist. 

Other entertainments 

The following article outlines what could only be described as a great show which took place 

in the area in October 1912. The featured “Professor Fox” was either a lunatic or a genius 

whose cure has been lost to Medical Science, but more probably was one of the earliest 

“snake oil salesmen”. One interesting term used to describe the Professor is that he had a 

“Barbers Mortgage” which would appear to be a colloquial description for very long hair. 

1912 October 12th The one and only famous Professor Fox, snake charmer and 

hypnotist, of Botany, paid a visit to this town last week end and fairly astonished the 

citizens by his carelessly confident and dexterous way of handling his 'darlings' as he 

called them. On Friday, accompanied by a few district people, the Professor went on 

a snake hunting expedition in the country surrounding Mogo and Tomakin, and 



captured six 'beautiful darlings' of the black species. On Saturday morning, nearer 

Moruya, half-a-dozen more black reptiles were bagged. The plan adopted by the 

Professor in catching the crawlers is to get in front of them, and, going down on one 

knee, make a few passes with the hand until the snake raises its head preparatory to 

striking, when the Professor with remarkable rapidity seizes it below and close to the 

head. Then he opens the front of his shirt into which he puts the creeper, and at once 

goes merrily in search of its wife or mother-in-law, or some other of his relatives. The 

plan described is the one most used by the professor, but he does not seem to be very 

particular as to how he makes the capture. Sometimes he catches them by the middle 

or by the tail; in any way, in fact. 

On Saturday afternoon, at Ryan's racing tracks, the Professor gave ocular 

demonstration of what can be done with snakes if you only like to try. Thrusting his 

hand into a bag be brought forth three or four 'tigers' which he patted and groomed, 

then allowed them to coil around his neck, and their sibilant noises re-echoed through 

his hair, while their bright beady eyes looked into his affectionately, and this 

animated reptilian picture gave some of the onlookers the 'creeps,' they confessed. 

One onlooker was bold enough to pat a black snake which the famous Fox was 

holding carelessly by the neck when by some means the reptile got free and resented 

the familiarity by springing at the person, who, fortunately for himself, fell, thus 

avoiding the fangs. The Professor said he was sorry the snake did not bite the man, 

for then he could have shown the crowd how easily the bite could have been cured 

with the aid of his reliable antidote, the secret of which is known only to himself. 

Thankful for his escape the men made a hurried exit from the enclosure.  

Professor Fox gave a practical illustration of the application of his remedy. After 

allowing a tiger snake to bite him on the forearm, he took a pen knife and making a 

couple of slight incisions, rubbed in the antidote, and immediately the poisoned blood 

of a black colour oozed away. Said the Professor: 'you keep on with the antidote until 

the blood becomes its normal color.' Some of this antidote was sold on the ground. 'It 

is a safe cure and certain remedy,' to again quote the Professor, 'for I have been 

bitten many times and it has never failed.' The marvellous dexterity with which Fox 

handles the reptiles was a revelation to those who were fortunate enough to witness 

the exhibition. Quite naturally, after the show was over the chief topic of conversation 

was snakes, nothing but snakes, occasionally interrupted by a sport, who was absent 

from the show, asking, 'whist won the Epson?' only to hear above the din 'a big black 

snake about Eleven feet long and as thick as your arm' and then his heart fell. See the 

joke? 

'I'll never,' said a man with burrs in his voice, 'go to see Fox and his crimson 

venomous worms again. Saturday night in my sleep I killed millions of the creepers 

all sizes and species.' 'Oh law,' said another, 'wouldn't Fox have a good time of it if 

ever he got the DT's. He'd be fairly in his element.' Professor Fox is a' slightly built 

man of average height, clean shaven, and wearing a barber's mortgage or hirsute 

appendage of considerable growth of a tawny colour in which the snakes hide their 

blushes from the gaping crowds. 

There were quite a few concerts held at the Tomakin School over the period it was in 

operation, with both the children and locals taking part. As today, many of these were 

designed to raise funds for school materials and equipment. 



Social gatherings were also popular, but unlike today, with good roads, transport and a free 

bus to the social club, transport could be problematic as shown in this report from November 

1904: 

Last week Mrs. Ladmore,'senior, Miss Edie Ladmore, and Mr. A. Morgan were 

returning to Bateman's Bay after a social evening at Mr. J. Lavis', Tomakin, when the 

sulky in which they were driving collided with a log, and all three occupants were 

thrown out. Miss Ladmore was injured about the head, and is in a serious condition- 

Mrs, Ladmore was injured about the body and Mr. Morgan had his thigh injured. . 

They were conveyed to the Bay and everything possible done for their comfort. 

 

  



Agriculture – Farming, Dairies, Cheese making 
 

One of the earliest formal records of land sales at Tomakin come from the NSW Government 

Gazette of 30th April 1852: 

“St Vincent, Thirty Acres, parish unnamed, near Tomago Creek, Broulee; commencing at a 

stake on the shore of the Pacific Ocean, bearing east 26 degrees north, and distant 57 chains 

50 links from the north-east corner of a Roman Catholic burial ground allotment, and 

bounded on the west by a line bearing north 15 chains; on the north by a line bearing east 18 

chains; on the east by a line bearing south 22 chains to the Pacific Ocean; and towards the 

south by that ocean to the stake aforesaid. Upset price £1 per acre” 

A chain is about 20 metres and a link about 20cms. The Roman Catholic Burial Ground 

referred to is thought to be the old Melville Point graveyard. An interesting point about this 

entry is that the graveyard was obviously in existence prior to this date, meaning that there 

were already European settlers established in Tomakin. 

An advertisement in the Moruya Examiner of March 2nd 1866 detailed an Auction sale of 120 

acres of freehold property at Tomhican (sic) which had been the property of a Mr. P. Tully. 

There was a cottage and other improvements on the property and it was described as being 

suitable for either agriculture or pastoral purposes.  

Early farming in the area was hard and settlers were also being taxed by the State 

Government. On March 6th 1897, the Tomakin and Mosquito Bay Progress association sent a 

letter to the Dowling Progress Association (Ulladulla and Milton area) asking for support in 

repealing the dog tax. One interesting point is the reference to wholesale slaughter of 

wallabies in the article – something which would never be countenanced nowadays. Dingoes 

also seem to have been much more common in the area as well. The relevant part of the 

minutes is reproduced below: 

The Dog Tax.  

From the secretary of the Tomakin and Mosquito Bay Progress Association, inviting 

cooperation in petitioning the authorities for amendment in the Dog Act, so as to 

permit of farmers, pastoralists, and selectors keeping two dogs free from payment of 

the tax. Mr. Hamon thought the committee should co-operate as desired. It was really 

a hardship upon settlers in the outlying places to be taxed for their dogs, seeing that 

those animals were a necessity. Though he lived in town himself, he thought every 

person keeping a dog in town should pay the tax, but in the Country parts no charge 

should be made for two or even three dogs.  

He moved 'That the petition be supported by this association,' Mr. Mison seconded. 

This matter of the dog tax was a standing grievance with the people. He had moved in 

the matter, though unfortunately nothing came of it; but he was hopeful that some 

good would come of the present agitation. On a piece of land that he held beyond 

Burrill, there had been killed during last year as many as two hundred wallabies. 

Native dogs were also a grievance there, so that it could be seen that dogs were a 

necessity to cope with these pests. Without wire netting and a number of dogs they 



could grow nothing, and it was a great hardship to have to pay the dog tax under those 

circumstances.  

Mr. Thompson supported the motion, being opposed to all such taxes as the dog tax, 

stock tax, and land tax. He endorsed what Mr. Mison had said about the depredations 

of wallabies and native dogs. He had experience of native dogs about Woodburn, 

where they were so numerous and daring as to attack and kill and carry off the calves. 

Knowing by experience the hardships settlers had to endure from native dogs, 

wallabies, and other such pests, and the absolute necessity that existed for keeping 

dogs; he thought the committee should warmly support any movement to secure a 

remission of the dog tax. Mr. Riley endorsed what had been said by the other 

speakers. He would have liked to see a sort of sliding scale adopted — that settlers in 

the more isolated parts should be allowed to keep three or more dogs free of tax, and 

those in clearer or more settled parts two dogs, there not being the same necessity for 

a number of canines in populous parts as in the bush. In towns, he believed, the tax 

should be retained because dogs there were not an urgent necessity, and without a tax 

would be likely to become a nuisance.  Messrs. Warden and. Rea cordially supported 

the motion. The former, having been out in the remote parts of the district recently 

had been strongly impressed with the hardship of the dog tax, and thought some relief 

should be given the settlers.  

Mr. Bee had only lately been out with a shooting party in his locality, and no less than 

70 wallabies were bagged in one day. That showed the necessity for dogs. Half a 

dozen dogs would not be too many for each settler in the outlying parts, but as it was 

not likely they would succeed in having the tax wholly removed it would be a good 

thing to secure such a concession as proposed by the petition. The motion was carried 

unanimously. It was decided to notify the Tomakin Progress Committee that the 

petition from this end would be forwarded through the usual channel: the member for 

the district, instead of through Mr. Maler, as suggested. 

A second request to the Dowling Progress Association was received and published on 

September 5th 1896, in the Ulladulla and Milton Times (Dowling Progress Association 

Minutes). Happily for the local horses, the Tomakin request was not acted on.  

From the Tomakin and Mosquito Bay Progress Association, as follows: There is, an 

opinion prevalent among the settlers of this neighborhood that to cure lampas in 

horses burning or searing is necessary, and  that such if properly performed is not 

cruelty to a horse. While not wishing to see the fine altogether abolished, the above-

mentioned association thinks that competent persons in each district could be 

permitted or licensed to perform the operation, the fine not to apply to such. To this 

end the Chief Inspector of Stock was communicated with, asking for an expression of 

opinion from him as to the feasibility of the scheme and of getting the same carried 

into effect. The matter was, it appears, referred to Chief Veterinary Inspector Stanley, 

who reports that Lampas is not a disease but simply swollen gums, caused by the 

process of dentition, and that burning the gums cannot be sanctioned, as it is cruelty. 

This answer is far from satisfactory, as lampas occurs in aged horses after the process 

of dentition are over and there is no necessity of burning the gums away to affect a 

cure. If your association is of the same opinion we should be glad of your co-

operation, as it appears it will have to receive general support before the subject is 



entertained at headquarters. Any recommendation or suggestion you can make will be 

thankfully received and considered. Moruya P. A. has been communicated with on the 

subject.' 

Mr. Mison stated that in the English army, burning of lampas had long since been 

abandoned. He looked upon such treatment as cruel to horses. Mr. Rutter thought no 

one round that table would put himself up as an authority against the opinion of the 

highest experts in the colony. The English army authorities, as mentioned by Mr. 

Mison, would know well what was the best treatment. It was the practice nowadays to 

treat horses medicinally for lampas. He moved: That the letter be received, and that 

the Tomakin and Mosquito Bay Progress Association be informed that this 

association cannot see its way clear to take any action in regard to the matter. 

Seconded by -Mr. Hamon, and carried. 

There’s Gold in them thar hills 

While Tomakin was not a major part of the gold boom which affected Mogo and other local 

areas, it does appear that for a very short time, there was a small amount of gold mining 

occurring locally: 

November 16th 1901 - Gold:  At Tomakin, on the northern side of Moruya, two very 

promising reefs have been found.  

April 1902  Mining in NSW - No mining of  any consequence is being done at Mogo; 

and at Tomakin, just on the seaboard, the several reefing properties that were working 

until recently are now almost idle. 

May 20th 1903 - Thomson's Reef, near Tomakin, has just cleaned up a crushing of 7 

tons for 6oz. gold 

While most of the Gold miners and prospectors flooding into the local area from 1851 when 

the first find occurred at Bimbimbie landed at Broulee, quite a number also “hitched a lift” on 

the many ships coming to Tomakin to load up with timber and travelled overland to the 

goldfields inland. 

Interestingly, after large rainfall causing heavy flows of water in the Tomago River, millions 

of flecks of gold can be seen glinting in the sand along the banks of the Tomago River, 

washed down from upstream. Unfortunately, methods to retrieve this gold are either so 

laborious (panning or using woolen fleece) or dangerous (using chemicals) that it would not 

be feasible – trust me, I’ve checked! 

Farming 

In general, dairy, cattle farming with milk and cheese production were taking place in the 

Tomakin area from the very first settlements through to the period of housing developments 

in the 1960’s. Initially, farming was subsistence level with early settlers being given 40 acres, 

which was the amount of land presumed to be sufficient to maintain a family. Over time, 

many of these blocks were combined to enable larger, more productive farms which could 

produce a surplus for sale. The major type of farming was dairy cattle, with milk and cheese 



production. In an anecdote from Ian Harrison, who farmed in the Rosedale area in the mid to 

end of the 1900’s, the difficulty and risks inherent in farming the area is clearly illustrated:  

“I do not believe that farming in the area was terribly profitable and once the 1930s 

developed into the depression it must have been subsistence at best. Lots of little 

cheese factories and whether shipping cheese to Sydney or on to England was 

worthwhile is debateable. Pigs were raised on the whey and whatever corn the farmer 

could grow. Dairying was a very hands on business in those days. The final straw was 

broken when the whole area from the old highway to the coast and from Batehaven to 

the Tomago River was devastated by a huge bushfire in 1939. 

Stories of folk driving their cars into the surf and throwing water over them with 

buckets to stop the roof canvas from burning due to the shower of embers. Somehow 

the cabins and the Manfred houses were not touched (at Rosedale) nor was the farm 

house burned, but all the buildings in the farm valley (stables, machinery sheds, 

dairy, piggery etc.) were reduced to ashes and virtually all the post & rail fences 

destroyed. The relatively new cheese factory, located as it was on a large area of 

cleared land, and made of concrete blocks was not touched. Most of the pastures and 

virtually all the farm's livestock were destroyed. 

Similar devastation occurred to farms up the Dunns Creek road but I understand the 

fire did not penetrate into Tomakin due to it all being fairly clear.” 

As Ian mentions, the Tomakin area had been very much cleared of native vegetation with 

lower value trees being used for fueling ships and mill boilers and also due to the strenuous 

efforts of the early farmers. As Ian pointed out “It was interesting talking to Berry (Thomsen) 

at various times. He told of working for his Dad as a young chap chipping bush regrowth 

over their large holding for one pound an acre. He claimed it kept him very busy for many 

years as no sooner would he get from the North end to the South than he would have to start 

all over again. Makes you appreciate just how much work was done to clear the bush 

originally and how much effort was needed to maintain it clear.” 

Ian also pointed out the difficulties and massive amount of work needed to be done by the 

early settlers in farming the area “It seems a great shame that all the terrifically hard work 

done by those early settlers to clear heavy bush and develop active farms has gone to waste. 

There are those who would quite legitimately argue that the land should never have been 

allocated for farming, but it was and folk were allowed to believe that they could raise a 

family on a forty acre block purchased through lease purchase plans for one pound per acre. 

All the land I farmed was cleared with no tree stumps left anywhere, which was a pretty 

amazing effort when you appreciate that it was all done in the 1870s & 1880s using axes, 

cross cut saws, wallaby jacks, horses, sometimes bullocks, and lots of sweat.” 

This agricultural industry largely carried on in the background with few major issues. 

Generally speaking, the land around Tomakin was not massively productive, given the very 

sandy and rather unproductive soil and many farmers, as today would have had a difficult 

time. A few articles of note are reproduced below, including another first for Tomakin in 

having the first motor car in the area. This actually was so novel that local papers announced 

its travel as it passed through their area on the trip from Sydney to Tomakin: 



December 31st 1909 - The motor buggy that passed through Milton last week is for 

Thompson, of Tomakin, Mr. Thompson has a cheese factory there, and the motor is to 

take his cheese to the steamer at Bateman's Bay. It will also be available for passenger 

transport.  

This was an International Motor Buggy, built in Chicago by the International Harvester Co in 

1908 and purchased by Adolph Joseph Thomsen (Thompson) on the 16th December 1909 for 

£210. This motor passed to one of Adolph’s son, Henry Thomsen who was known as Berry. 

 

International motor buggy 

 In A.J. Annetts, Mogo of the Past, 5/7/56 she points out that: “Adolph Thomsen startled the 

locals by introducing a motor buggy, an ugly forerunner of modern motor engineering; but it 

was an advance on the prevailing horse and bullock driven conveyances, and the flash-way-

of-walking bicycles”  

This buggy was recovered from a shed in Tomakin and repaired to join the parade for the 

opening of the Batemans Bay Bridge in 1956. Ian Harrison (who wrote an excellent series of 

articles for the Rosedale Community Association Newsletter) had an anecdote about Berry 

Thomsen and the motor buggy:  “Towards the end of his life he very proudly showed me that 

1909 International Harvester motor buggy which he kept locked up in a shed near the house. 

It was in excellent condition and still operational in the 1960s. It was a buggy, with large thin 

wooden wheels and steel rims with an open body. The motor hung under the body and drove 

the back wheels through chains but it did not have a differential so some slippage would have 

to occur when turning. Probably not a problem on dirt roads. Shortly after Berry died his 

younger son came calling to ask me if I had noticed a truck driving by with that buggy on it. I 

was unable to assist him but apparently someone broke into the shed and stole the buggy 

while the family was with Berry at Moruya hospital.” 



 

The Thomsen Dairy and Cheese factory now 

August 1902 - At Tomakin last week a barn containing 600 bushels of maize was 

destroyed by fire. The properly was owned by Mr. Thomsen. It was not insured. 

5 December 5th 1908 - Mr. A. J. Branch, who recently sold his farm near Tomakin 

(probably the area around Dunn’s Creek Road) to Mr. Lavis, leaves on Thursday 

with his wife and family for Queensland, where he intends having a look round with a 

view to settling down. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 1915. - At Moruya bush fires broke out on Sunday, and many acres of grass 

have been destroyed in the vicinity of Tomakin, near which place Mr. Richard 

Barling's dwelling was saved from imminent danger by setting fires around the house 

to meet approaching flames.  

September 1922 - Perhaps one of the most practical examples of the true co-operative 

spirit on the Far South Coast to-day is in the erection of the Tomakin Cooperative 

Cheese Factory, near Batemans Bay, the greater part of the labor being supplied 

TOMAKIN! TOMAKIN! 

AUCTION SALE OF 160 Head of Cattle on Saturday, February 19, 1915 at 2 p.m. sharp. 

H. J. THOMSON has received instructions from Mr. N. Christensen to sell as above, at the 

residence of Mr. Berry Thomson, Tomakin, the following: — 25 store cows; 20 heifers, 2 

yrs. old; 40 steers, 18 mths. to 2 yrs.; 12 springers; 2 fat cows; 60 poddies. A number of 

other head of stock will also be offered on account of various owners NOTE. — Intending 

buyers may take the main road from Mogo to Tomakin, which is traversable by motor car.  

 



voluntarily by the farmers themselves under the guidance of the contractor, whose 

organisation of such is a credit. 

Berry (Henry) Thomsen was a very interesting and well known character in the area and an 

anecdote tells that when one of his calves fell over a cliff and broke its leg, he climbed down 

the cliff and set the leg with poles, hessian bags and plaster. He then took water and food to 

the calf daily while he gradually cut a path back up the cliff, finally walking the calf out. He 

apparently got the nickname “Berry” from the fact that he had a very red nose (anecdotes as 

to the cause of this red nose will be left well alone). 

Mr. James Marshall was another local farmer, who purchased quite a portion of land in the 

1900’s, some from George A. Barling (Jnr) in 1919. He also brought the first motor driven 

milking machine to the area and with Berry Thomsen farmed most of the Tomakin area.in the 

mid 1900’s. James Marshall owned what is now the Tomakin “town” area and lived at no. 10 

Forrest Parade while Berry Thomsen owned the rest.  

In yet another issue that has faced farming through its whole history, the issue over the prices 

for milk paid to farmers was documented in 1941: 

December 24th 1941 - Milk and Butter Prices  

Senator Collings on behalf of the Prime .Minister (Mr. Curtin) has sent the following letter, 

to Mr. R: N. Beale, M.L.A: "With reference to correspondence received by you from Mr.A. 

Sebbens of Rosedale Farm, Tomakin, regarding the price of butter and cheese and the price 

being paid to dairy farmers for their milk as you are aware, the dairying industry has made 

application to the- Commonwealth Prices Commissioner for an increase in the price of butter 

but this increase has not been-agreed to.  

I understand that the Prices Commissioner has undertaken to review the application within 

the next three months. The price of butter, undoubtedly has an effect upon the price paid by 

factories to the dairy farmer for his milk but I would point out that the dairying industry: at: 

present is facing severe problems because of the decision of the British Ministry of Food to 

limit the quantity of butter under the third year contract to 57,000 tons of Choicest, and First 

Grade.  

Shipping space is difficult to obtain and it has, been necessary to eliminate exports of Second 

Grade and Pastry quality butter to the United Kingdom. Returns to factories for butter fat are 

determined by the Equalization Committee which is responsible for the working of the 

equalization scheme applied to sales of butter-and cheese both locally and overseas. 

Therefore the return to the dairy farmer for his milk is influenced considerably by reason of 

the quantities of butter and cheese exported and the prices received for such exports. 

You will appreciate the position when it is mentioned that the Commonwealth Government 

recently had to undertake to purchase all of the Choicest and First Grade butter accepted for 

export and has been compelled to acquire all Second Grade and Pastry Quality in store at 1st 

December, 1941 and manufactured after that date. The Government naturally is anxious to 

ensure that the highest possible return is given to the dairy farmer for his milk and will take 

all possible action to make sure that this objective is achieved. 



Possibly one example of the poor economics of farming in the Tomakin area, even relatively 

recently can be shown in the following sale notice. The sale price would convert to a current 

value of only $119,000.  

 

 

 

There were also oyster beds established on the Tomago River from an early stage of 

settlement and as can be seen below, these still existed into the 1950’s. These beds were not 

based on the sticks or baskets used nowadays, but merely covered the oysters which grew 

naturally on the rocks within a certain area of the river. While it was illegal to collect and 

take these oysters away, it was permitted to eat them on the spot. The following 

announcement in the NSW Government Gazette identifies Henry Thomsen being granted an 

Oyster lease in 1934 and further Gazette entries show that this lease was continued, with the 

last lease covering the period from 1949 to 1959. 

NSW Government Gazette   Sydney, 22nd May, 1934. 

NOTIFICATION OF GRANTING OF OYSTER CULTURE LEASES, 

 

It is hereby notified that leases, for the purpose of oyster culture, of the lands 

Specified in the Schedule hereunder have been granted to the undermentioned 

persons. The leases are subject to the Fisheries Acts and the Regulations thereunder, 

and to the special conditions set out at the foot of the Schedule. 

FRANK A. CHAFFEY. , 

 

Schedule.No. 16,986 (inferior lands), to Henry Thomsen, of Tomakin, situated at 

Tomaga River, frontage 200 yards (plan cat. No. T. 31-69) five years from 22nd May, 

1934; annual rental, 15s.—under section 12 (33b), Fisheries (Amendment) Act, 1910 

(Fisheries Act, 1902). 

 

There are also some anecdotes that the Australian native Oyster, known as the flat or mud 

Oyster was, and probably still is, prevalent in the muddy areas of the Tomago River. Given 

how tasty, but difficult to open these oysters are, I was in two minds about including this 

information here.  

  

October 2nd 1965 - Forty-acre Farmlet, Situated Tomakin, close to the ocean, with 

very nice comfortable residence and other buildings erected on. Furnished, Tank 

water, Electricity, Orchard: Price £4,650. 

 



Tomakin at War 
Lest We Forget 

 

By the time World War 1 began and through to World War 2, Tomakin was a sparsely 

populated area with a few families running farms and dairies. Like the rest of Australia in 

these periods of conflict, a significant number of members of these families enrolled to fight 

and this section is a very small attempt to honour the sacrifices of these people. We have tried 

as much as possible to include volunteers who were born in Tomakin, or who lived here for a 

significant period of time, using the records and information we could uncover.  

 

World War 1 

 

Batemans Bay Honour Stone records the following details on Tomakin residents: 

 

Sebbens, Charles Victor 

Regimental number:  4519 

Rank:    Private 

Unit:    20th Infantry Battalion AIF 

Enlisted:    15th Nov 1915 

Returned to Australia:  (Not Recorded) 

Died:    10th October 1974, Bega NSW 

Buried:   Bega NSW 

Born:     20th Jan 1889, Tomakin NSW 

Parents:    Richard & Sophia A Sebbens (Stove) nee Morris 

 

Entitled to British War Medal and Victory Medal 

 

Sebbens, Ernest James 

Regimental number:  7073 

Rank:    Private 

Unit:    13th Infantry Battalion AIF 

Enlisted:    26th Oct 1916, Mogo NSW 

Killed in Action:  Bullecourt, France 

Died:    11th Apr 1917 France. Age 23  

Buried:   Villers-Bretonneux Memorial, France 

Born:     30th Mar 1894, Tomakin NSW 

Parents:    Richard & Sophia A Sebbens (Stove) nee Morris 

 

Entitled to British War Medal and Victory Medal 

 

Private Ernest Sebbens embarked Sydney 25th November 1916 on board HMAS “Beltana” 

and arrived at Devonport, England on 29th January 1917. He marched into the 4th Training 

Battallion at Codford on 30th January 1917 and remained there until 12th March 1917 at 

which time he proceeded to France where he re-joined the 13th Battalion. He was reported 

Missing in Action on 11th April 1917 and following a Court of Enquiry was posted Killed in 

Action at Bullecourt, France. 

 

Barling Stanley 

Regimental number:  NX 23746 

Rank:    Private 



Unit:    2/1 Pioneer Battalion  

Enlisted:    31st May 1940, Paddington NSW 

Discharged:   20th Jan 1944 

Buried:   Sydney NSW 

Born:     21st Sep 1905 Tomakin NSW 

Parents:    Albert C & Mary E Barling 

 

Served in Middle East 

Entitled to Africa Star, Defence Medal, War Medal, Australian Service Medal. 

 

Other listings of volunteers from the National Archives are shown below: 

 

INNES Frederick John: Service Number - 678: Place of Birth - Tomakin NSW: Place of 

Enlistment - Sydney NSW: Next of Kin - (Father) INNES John – badly wounded in Peronne, 

France 

 

JENNINGS Arnold Francis: Service Number - 91387: Place of Birth - Tomakin NSW: Place 

of Enlistment - Sydney NSW: Next of Kin - (Wife) JENNINGS Violet 

 

STOVE James: Service Number - 2139: Place of Birth - Tomakin NSW: Place of Enlistment 

- Cathcart NSW : Next of Kin - (Father) STOVE William James 

 

SEBBENS, Ancel Richard Morris; age 23; born - Tomakin NSW; address - Marrickville 

Sydney NSW [occupation – labourer 

 

INNES Holroyd Robert: Service Number - 54443: Place of Birth - Tomakin NSW: Place of 

Enlistment - Nowra NSW: Next of Kin - (Father) INNES John 

 

Very few photographs and detailed information has been found of these WW1 soldiers, 

however the Moruya and District Historical Society Inc. and Elaine Edwards (Holroyd 

Innes’s Granddaughter) have provided some background details on Holroyd’s WW1 

experiences. These are outlined below and provide a very small window into the life of 

Australian diggers during this terrible War, some tragic and some humorous. Notes on 

Holroyd’s experiences from his Granddaughter, Elaine Edwards are in italics. 

Holroyd and his cousin Charlie Innes enlisted together in May 1918. “His (Holroyd’s) own 

Grandfather gave him a set of silver spurs on enlistment.” 

“He and Charlie Innes joined May 14th 1918 in the 38th Field Artillery Brigade which tied up 

with the 10th Field Artillery Brigade. Started off as a driver at the Western Front in charge of 

a team of horses on the train and had to sleep in the middle of them. He was then promoted to 

Gunner. “ 

 

“Grandad went over on the ship FeldMarachell (Field Marshall) and returned on the 

Ulysses on 15.9.19” 

 

The picture below is of Holroyd Innes and his cousin Charlie Innes and the photograph was 

taken in Durban, South Africa on route to Europe. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Holroyd and Charlie Innes Picture courtesy of Moruya and District Historical Society 

 

“Holroyd was known to be a very kind man, and insisted on the photograph being taken while 

standing still, as he did not think it was fair for the natives to pull other people around.” 

 

Holroyd also spent some time in an Australian camp in the U.K. and a postcard he sent is 

reproduced below. While it was prohibited to give any locations in wartime, this camp has 

been tracked down and was called Hurdcott camp. It lays to the east of Fovant Village, near 

Compton Chamberlayne, Wiltshire. During WW1, temporary camps were built in this area to 

handle training and medical treatment of soldiers, and later their demobilisation. There was 

also a Military Railway built in 1915 from Dinton station, passing close to Fovant with a 

terminus east of the village near the A30. 

 

The interesting fact about the postcard is that it shows a map of Australia which had been cut 

into the chalk hill above the Australian camp by the soldiers there. It resulted in the 

Australian government being fined £7,000 ($600,000 in today’s money). Interestingly, after 

the Australian Graffiti outrage, other regiments and troops stationed there began carving their 

regimental badges into the hillsides – without any fines occurring! These became known as 

the Fovant Badges and there is now a Fovant Badge Society made up of volunteers who 

collect money to maintain these badges. The Society is determined that the badges shall 

remain an historic, fitting and truly visible memorial to the soldiers who passed through 

Fovant and its neighbouring villages on their way to the Great War, many never to return. 

 



 
Postcard of Australian Camp in Fovant, Wiltshire. Picture Courtesy of Moruya and District Historical 

Society 

 

Unfortunately, the Society did not have enough money to maintain the outline of Australia 

and have concentrated on maintaining the Regimental badges (including some Australian 

ones). However – as can be seen from the Google map view reproduced below, the outline is 

still visible in the chalk. To misquote Robert Brooke’s poem “The Soldier” – There’s some 

corner of a foreign field that is for ever Australia. 

 

Makes you proud to be Australian! 

 



 
Elaine recorded “When he went to the training camp in Britain, a Pom called him and his 

fellow Australians ‘Convict bred Bastards’ Granddad jabbed him”. I think that a “jab” from 

Holroyd, who could carry two 8 foot green timber sleepers and had been the champion 

scrapper on the ship over to England, would have made the point nicely. 

 

“Grandfather Holroyd served in the First World War and was in the Western Front in 

France and Belgium, serving for 1.5 years. He told of fighting Germans for days on end, 

pushing forward & then being driven back, pushing forward again & driven back again and 

backwards and forwards until the Americans arrived at last & then took the glory.” 

 

Elaine also recorded a particularly sad event – “Just as the First World War ended and the 

signal came into the fields of France, Grandfathers mate Bob Kilminster jumped up in the 

excitement from their shelter and copped a bullet in the head. He died in Grandfathers arms. 

Grandfather wrote to Bob’s mother. She died of a broken heart” ….. “Possibly 20 years later 

when Nan and Grandad had the boatshed, Bob’s brother and his wife Malcolm and Mollie 

Kilminster came and sought grandad out. Malcolm and dad cried together. The two families 

became friends” 

 

“At the end of the war Grandfather and several others while still in France, had to take their 

horses to some place (probably to get shot) & they had to make their way back carrying the 

saddles and gear. Came across a train going out into country area & through Belgium so 

they thought ‘we’d never get back home again’ so they ditched their saddles etc. off a bridge 

and hopped on and took the scenic route back.” 

 

On his return to Tomakin, a Newspaper cutting from 1919 records Holroyd’s welcome home. 

I cannot find a reference to Cars thousands, but presume it was a recruitment drive at the 

time: 

 

Tomakin was en fete last Monday when Driver Holroyd Innes arrived home after 

some fifteen months service abroad. It had been previously arranged to welcome the 



young hero on the night of his return to our little village. At 8p.m. on the eventful day 

the residents had assembled in the front of Mr. “Berry” Thomsen’s cheese factory, 

armed with torches and musical instruments. A bonfire was made and everything got 

in readiness. Shortly after the sound of wheels announced the arrival of the young 

hero who was accompanied his brother, Corporal Fred Innes, (who has seen service in 

France, being twice severely wounded and who had gone to Mogo to meet him). They 

were greeted by three hearty cheers. “Home Sweet Home” and “He’s a jolly good 

fellow” were sung with spirit. After greeting his relatives (who were present) and 

friends with a hearty handshake, “Holly” was hoisted shoulder high and borne to the 

schoolhouse followed by all hands who marched in procession to the tune of 

“Tipperary.” This was followed by light refreshments in the school catered by the 

ladies who are to be complimented on its high quality. Mr J. Marshall filled the 

position of chairman with satisfaction to all. After the “spread” speeches were given 

by Messrs Marshall and Rein. Both these gentlemen spoke of the esteem in which 

“Holly” is held and signified their appreciation for what he had done and further 

wished him good luck and success for the future. The chairman then called upon Mrs. 

Hudson to present the young warrior with a pair of handsome military brushes which 

she did with no mean ability. Driver Innes briefly responded, thanking the people 

amidst great acclimation. After a few songs terminating with “God save the King” 

“Holly was allowed to go to his home, ending a most enjoyable evening. The success 

of that social is mainly attributed to the zeal of that patriotic, progressive and 

sportsmanlike pedagogue, Mr. N.L. rein. Driver Innes, who was a member of Cars 

thousands is the second son of Mr. and Mrs. John Innes of “Ocean View”. 

 

After the First World War Holroyd bought about 600 acres of land at Mossy Point from 

Mossy Bridge to the Princess Highway. 

 

World War 2 

 

Listings of Tomakin born WW2 volunteers from the National Archives are laid out below: 

 

Charlie Morris 

 

Place of Birth: Tomakin. 

Marital status: Single. 

Next of Kin: Mother, Elizabeth Morris. 

Occupation: Farm Labourer. 

Current Address: Central Tilba. 

Date of Birth: 1st June 1897. 

Age: 44. 

Hair: Gray. 

Eyes: Gray. 

Religion: Church of England. 

Enlisted: Narooma, 20th January 1942. 

Service Number: N439976. 

Unit: Volunteer Defence Corps. 

Discharged: 25th September 1945, following the disbandment of his corps. 

 

Arthur William Sebbens 

 



Place of Birth: Tomakin. 

Marital status: Married. 

Next of Kin: Wife, Ellen Saunter Sebbens; married 14th February 1925. 

Occupation: Lorry driver. 

Current Address: Flinders Street, Albion Park. 

Date of Birth: 15th September 1891. 

Age: 51. 

Hair: Fair. 

Eyes: Blue. 

Religion: Methodist. 

Enlisted: Wollongong, 17th May 1942. 

Service Number: N339466. 

Unit: Volunteer Defence Corps, 12 Battalion. 

Discharged: 21st November 1943. 

 

 

Richard Thomsen 

 

Place of Birth: Tomakin. 

Marital status: Married. 

Next of Kin: Wife, Manda Pearl Thomsen, married 1907. 

Occupation: Sawmill hand. 

Current Address: North Narooma. 

Date of Birth: 28th March 1884. 

Age: 58. 

Hair: Brown. 

Eyes: Hazel. 

Religion: Church of England. 

Enlisted: Narooma, 17th June 1942. 

Service Number: N380473. 

Unit: Volunteer Defence Corps, 14 Battalion. 

Discharged: 29th September 1943, services no longer required. 

 

Morris Barling 

 

Place of Birth: Tomakin. 

Marital status: Single. 

Next of Kin: Father, Albert Barling. 

Occupation: Labourer. 

Current Address: Mogo. 

Date of Birth: 23rd August 1896. 

Age: 45. 

Hair: Brown. 

Eyes: Gray. 

Religion: Church of England. 

Enlisted: Moruya, 28th February 1942. 

Service Number: N393712. 

Unit: Volunteer Defence Corps 

Discharged: 11th October 1943, medically unfit, myocardial degeneration. 



 

Raymond Barling 

 

Place of Birth: Tomakin. 

Marital status: Married. 

Next of Kin: Wife, Hilda May Barling, married 18th December 1925. 

Occupation: Casual labourer, tree felling. 

Current Address: Mogo. 

Date of Birth: 22nd January 1896. 

Age: 46. 

Hair: Light brown. 

Eyes: Blue. 

Religion: Church of England. 

Enlisted: Moruya, 28th February 1942. 

Service Number: N429007. 

Unit: Volunteer Defence Corps. 

Discharged: 2nd November 1943 in Sydney. 

 

Stanley Barling 

 

Place of Birth: Tomakin. 

Marital status: Single. 

Next of Kin: Mother, May Elizabeth Barling. 

Occupation: General labourer. 

Current Address: Flinders Street, Sydney. 

Date of Birth: 2nd September 1905. 

Age: 34. 

Hair: Fair. 

Eyes: Blue. 

Religion: Church of England. 

Enlisted: Paddington, 3rd May 1940. 

Service Number: N393712. 

Unit: 2/1st Pioneer Battalion. 

Discharged: 20th January 1944, medically unfit (served in NSW and Victoria). 

 

Clive Joseph Denham 

 

Place of Birth: Tomakin. 

Marital status: Married. 

Next of Kin: Wife, Ethel Denham. 

Occupation: Accountant. 

Current Address: Bardwell Park. 

Date of Birth: 16th October 1901. 

Age: 40. 

Hair: Brown. 

Eyes: Blue. 

Religion: Church of England. 

Enlisted: Recruiting Centre Sydney, 26th May 1942. 

Service Number: 65177. 

Unit: Citizen Air Force, worked in clerical and accounting. 



Discharged: 1st August 1945 (served at Evans Head and Cootamundra). 

 
 

  



Modern Times 
 

As Tomakin settled into its current situation as a coastal village the farmland was gradually 

replaced by homes, both for locals and as holiday homes – it was originally looked on as a 

remote Canberra suburb in the early days of the “Sunpatch” housing development, with road 

names mirroring those of existing Canberra suburbs – Barton, Redhill, Deakin, etc. The only 

one not adhering to this model was Sunpatch Parade. This development brought major 

changes to the area and a whole new set of issues and events. This section will describe some 

of these changes and where available, people’s reactions to them. 

In 1954, and just before major Land Sales in Tomakin began, the NSW Government made 

the area on the eastern side of the Princes Highway a fauna protection sanctuary. This left a 

Tomakin landholder who had separately been requested to remove rabbits from her property 

in a “catch 22” situation and led to the following Moruya Examiner article on the somewhat 

unsympathetic response from the then rural protection board. 

License to Kill Rabbits! -  Things Tough at Tomakin 

A ripple of laughter went around the table at last meeting of Braidwood P. P, Board, 

when a letter was read from Tomakin, near Mogo. The lady wanted to know if it was 

necessary to have a license to kill rabbits. “I draw your attention,' she said, to an 

article in the Moruya paper dated 26th February, 1954, quoted in part:— 

A recent Government Gazette proclaimed all the area between Nowra and Moruya on 

the eastern side of Prince's Highway a sanctuary under the Fauna Protection Act. The 

effect of this proclamation is that all birds and animals are protected in the sanctuary 

and may not be destroyed except under license. Landholders who want to kill rabbits 

or other pests must apply to the Chief Secretary's Department for a license. I have 

written to the Chief Secretary asking him to clarify the position and to forward me a 

copy of the Gazette containing this Proclamation. Also I have asked for a license for 

destroying rabbits if such is necessary. Failing a clear answer on the matter I will 

obtain legal advice- as my present position appears too ambiguous and intolerable. 

Would you please give me your opinion on this matter at your earliest convenience?” 

The Secretary explained that the above was in reply to a Form 17 served on her by the 

Board. No comment was evoked by the letter other than the brief remark of the 

Chairman: 'Better write and tell her if she does not destroy her rabbits she is liable to 

prosecution.' 

One interesting story told to me by several of the older Tomakin residents and also detailed in 

Maurice Cowan’s booklet “Memories of Tomakin, June 2004” was that a house close to the 

current entrance to Tomakin in the early 1960’s had an arch of whale jaw bones at the front 

gate. These were thought to have come from a whale skeleton which had been washed up on 

the beach close to Barlings Island but sadly, we have not been able to find a picture or exact 

location for this. It is possible that with the advent of strong anti-whaling sentiments, the 

owners redecorated their entry to avoid any unpleasantness. 

Housing and Infrastructure Developments 



There have been houses in Tomakin throughout its history with early settler dwellings and 

farmhouses, accommodations for Timber mill and Shipyard workers and also residences or 

holiday homes built on small blocks on what were largely open fields. 

 

View of Tomakin in the early sixties with Melville Point in the background – picture courtesy of Russell Rogers 

These houses were largely on sites near the Tomago riverbank or close to what is now 

George Bass Drive. 

The area of land on which Tomakin village now sits was sold to the developers by Tom 

McCrystal in the late 1950’s and major housing developments began when the “Sunpatch 

Beach” development began to be sold in the early 1960’s and one advertisement on Easter 

1962 (reproduced below) offered free flights to prospective Canberra buyers. The landing 

strip was on a cleared area on Barlings Beach and an interesting facet of this advertisement 

was the comment about one beach (presumably Tomakin Cove) being “safety designed for 

children”; quite how and by whom this natural beach was “designed” is not explained. The 

current whereabouts of the 440 Monterey pines is also somewhat of a puzzle. The picture 

below taken from Melville Point shows Barlings Beach when it was still a Dairy farm, prior 

to any land development. 



 

Barlings Beach showing Dairy Cattle – photograph courtesy of Kathy Jay via Moruya and District Historical 

Society Inc. 

At that time there was considerable pressure being put on the Council to release more land, 

but conservationists and some existing ratepayers were becoming apprehensive. The 

marketing Company (Bowden and Schadel) carried out a major campaign to sell blocks of 

“Sunpatch” land to Canberrans and opened an office on what had been the cemetery on 

Melville Point. This office was later purchased and moved to 56 Kingston Parade.  

 



 
Bowden and Schadel Advert for Sunpatch (Tomakin) Estate – Canberra Times 

 

Aerial photographs from the early 1950s shows an aircraft landing strip on the sand flats 

stretching some 500m in a north-easterly direction from near the intersection of Red Hill 

Parade and Ainslie Parade. This airstrip was used to fly prospective purchasers of blocks on 

the “Sunpatch” estate to the area. This airstrip had also been used by the RAAF to drop 

supplies off for the Radar Station at Burrewara Point. This installation had been kept a secret 

during its operation from April 1943 till April 1945 and was known as Number 17 Radar 

Station.  



 
Picture of Tomakin and Barlings Beach with airstrip courtesy of Dave Nicholson 

 

Some problems arose with the Council over early dwellings (“sea shanties”) which were 

erected on the estate blocks without proper planning permission as can be seen from the 

Canberra Times article of 17th May 1967:  

DEMOLITION ORDERS - South Coast council acts 

Forty landowners in a sea-front South Coast holiday estate have been ordered to 

demolish temporary buildings on their blocks. If they do not comply with the 40-day 

ultimatum they could be forced to pay council workmen to knock down their own 

buildings. 

The order has been served by Eurobodalla Shire Council to combat "indiscriminate 

and sub-standard development" at Sunpatch Estate, half a mile north of Mossy Point. 

If the buildings, which are mainly weatherboard sheds, are not removed the council 

has threatened to take them down and reimburse itself by selling the sheds. The health 

surveyor and principal building inspector of Eurobodalla Shire Council, Mr..J. 

Martin, said last night the ultimatum had been served because block owners had not 

received council planning permission before building. 

Sunpatch Estate, with more than 200 blocks, was opened up four years ago with 

prices ranging from $700 to $1340 a block. About 20 of the blocks were built on with 

the permission of the council. Another 40 have either brick or timber sheds on them. 

Some have toilet facilities. "No planning approval has been granted to the owners of 

about 40 blocks who have, erected small buildings. Some of the buildings contain a 



reasonable degree of workmanship but the fact is no planning permission was 

obtained”, Mr Martin said. 

"Some of these people say they have built temporary sheds for storage purposes 

before going on to build permanent places. But how can they plead this when they 

have submitted no plans for permanent buildings to the council'.' The usual excuse is 

that they say they didn't know they had to get permission. But they must receive 

planning permission before building anything. "If representations are made by these 

people affected we will discuss the matter with them. We are prepared to play ball to 

a certain extent. The order says the council will remove the buildings if owners do not 

comply with the regulations. The council's removal expenses will be recovered by 

selling the sheds. If the money raised by selling does not cover the council's full costs 

the block owners will be asked to pay the difference. 

One of the affected owners, Mrs Marcia Smith, of Rodway Street, Yarralumla, paid 

$700 for her block, and more than $200 buying a weatherboard shed, having 

electricity laid on, and equipping the shed with a refrigerator and portable gas 

cooker. 'The shed does not look, unsightly. It is very attractive — painted white and 

surrounded with a lattice fence", Mrs Smith said. "I was unaware we had to get 

planning permission for this. I consider the council's order unjust. I am not taking this 

lying down". 

As is usual with these things, a compromise was adopted as a follow up article from the same 

paper in 23rd June 1967 records: 

SOUTH COAST REPRIEVE - Sea shanties can stay 

About 40 landholders who were ordered to demolish temporary buildings on their 

blocks at a sea-front South Coast holiday resort have been granted a reprieve. The 

Eurobodalla Shire Council served the landholders with a 40-day ultimatum early in 

May to combat "indiscriminate and sub-standard development" at Sunpatch Estate, 

half a mile north of Mossy Point. The council threatened to take the buildings down. 

Later, the health surveyor and principal building inspector for the shire, Mr J. 

Martin, said the ultimatum had been served because block-owners had not received 

council planning permission before building. 

A number of the blocks were purchased by Canberra residents when they became 

available about four years ago at prices ranging from $700 to $1,340 a block. The 

40-day limit expired this week but indications are that the landholders and the shire 

have now come to a working agreement. 

Mr Martin said yesterday many of the landholders had applied for building permits 

and "in the main these have been approved". A substantial number of requests had 

also been received for time to comply with the regulations and these had been granted 

in all instances. 

Mr Martin said that some people were unaware of their obligations when building on 

their blocks. Another inspection would be made later this year and a report referred 

to the council. No moves were envisaged before this meeting, he said. 



It’s all in the name 

The issues with “Sunpatch Estate” were not quite over as in 1970 it was proposed by the 

developers that the area be renamed Sunpatch and that Barlings Beach would be renamed 

Sunpatch Beach. A committee of NSW Public Servants stated that the naming of Barlings 

Beach etc. had not been formally agreed as per official processes and the committee moved to 

adopt the name “Sunpatch Beach”. 

This would have ignored the very long and important association the Barlings had with the 

area and Ambrose (Amby) Barling campaigned strenuously and successfully to ensure that 

the original names of Barlings Beach and Barlings Island were both ratified and accepted. 

The rest of the area had its name changed to Sunpatch. 

It was not until January 1978 that the Geographical Names Board agreed to a request by 

Eurobodalla Shire Council to change the name back to Tomakin again and that the name 

Sunpatch will no longer be used officially. As reported in the Canberra Times, “The now 

displaced name was coined about 20 years ago by developers seeking a "catchy" title. Local 

opinion on the change back to Tomakin is mixed. But many locals are welcoming the 

promised relief from hearing their home village referred to as "Dogpatch". 

Infrastructure Developments 

Prior to the naming battle taking place, there was another issue which angered some local 

homeowners, a lot of whom were Canberra based. The Council was proposing to extend the 

Coast road to attract more visitors and development in the area. The following article which 

appeared in the Canberra Times on June 29th 1966 describes both sides of this issue. 

Scenic coast road angers home owners 

A number of Canberra people have strongly criticised the Eurobodalla Shire 

Council's decision to go ahead with its plans for a 22-mile long scenic coast road 

from Batemans Bay to Moruya. 

The criticism of the plan has increased since the council announced the route for the 

southern half of the road from Rosedale to Moruya, a distance of about 10 miles. 

The Shire President, Mr. D. R. Thomson, has said that despite the criticism— from 

what he described as only a small number of people — the council intended to press 

ahead and complete the scenic road link. Mr. Thomson said that for many years the 

Shire Council had been planning and setting aside money for the road link. 

It had already set aside more than $100,000 to complete the bitumen sealing of the 

road from Batemans Bay to Rosedale. The section of the road from Rosedale to 

Moruya was already in existence although the council wanted it improved. 

Accordingly, it had requested that this section be proclaimed a tourist road. This 

would mean that the council would receive a 50 per cent grant towards the cost of 

construction and bitumen sealing. 

The completion of the road link, which would open up the whole of this area of the 

South Coast to motorists, had been a Council dream for many years. “We consider 



the project would be beneficial for the future development of the whole area and 

would enable motorists to see many sections of previously inaccessible parts of the 

South Coast". Mr. Thomson said. 

He said the council's plans were strongly criticised after it announced the route of the 

last section of the road from Rosedale to Moruya and its hopes of bitumen sealing the 

22 miles of scenic road within one or two years. 

"A small number of people in certain areas of the South Coast, who for years have 

lived in seclusion and who have been uninterrupted by passing traffic, have taken 

strong exception to council's plans", he said. Mr. Thomson said some people were 

arguing that the council had no legal right to route the road through certain areas. 

"This argument has no justification, as the council has received permission to go 

ahead with its plans from the Minister for Lands, Mr. T. Lewis. “The council fully 

intends to press ahead and complete this road link", Mr. Thomson concluded. 

Vice-Admiral Sir Roy Dowling, of Empire Circuit, Deakin said Mr. Thomson's claim 

that only a few people were protesting was totally untrue. "These protests are not 

merely the selfish protests of a few privileged land owners but obviously the result of 

wide public opinion". Sir Roy said. "The council has so far seen fit to disregard the 

vigorous protests of the Shire- Ratepayers' Association, the National Trust, the 

landholders and many interested visitors to the south coast". 

The Director of the National Trust of Australia (NSW), Mr. R. N. Walker, had also 

objected to the proposed route. Sir Roy quoted Mr. Walker as saying it would defy 

common sense if, in building the road to attract sight-seeing motorists, the council 

spoiled the landscape on which it built. 

The secretary of the Eurobodalla Shire Rate payers' Association, Mr. H. Loutitt, of 

Moruya, said the several-hundred members of the association were completely 

against the council's plan. "Besides going too close to the headland, spoiling a 

beautiful area and causing various hazards, it would be tremendously costly 

undertaking"; Mr. Loutitt said. 

If the council went ahead with its plan for the southern half it would have to build a 

bridge at the mouth of the Tomago River which would, it had been estimated, cost 

$300,000. 

The Shire Ratepayers Association felt that the council would be much better off 

utilising stretches of road from Rosedale to Mogo, via Sunpatch, on the northern side 

of the Tomago River, and from Mossy Point to Broulee on the southern side of the 

river. 

"If the council improved these access roads, which link with the Princes Highway, it 

would still open up the South Coast without destroying much of its beauty and 

burdening ratepayers with heavy repayment costs", he said. Mrs. Ann Dalgarno, of 

Torres Street, Red Hill, said she had a home at Mossy Point and both she and her 

husband were opposed to the council's plan. 



Mr. R. W. Mason, of Grant Crescent, Griffith, who also owns a home in the area, said 

he felt what the council was trying to achieve was to bring more people to Moruya 

and Batemans Bay despite the overwhelming amount of opposition from people with 

holiday homes between the two townships. By achieving this they would also again 

increase the rating burden on the owners of holiday homes. 

Despite the objections, the road went ahead as reported in the Canberra Times on July 5th of 

the same year: 

Tourist road to go ahead 

Despite objections by landowners in the area the Eurobodalla Shire Council expects 

to begin construction of a tourist road at Mossy Point this year, the shire engineer, 

Mr. W. Forbes, said last night. The office of the NSW Minister for Lands, Mr. Lewis, 

announced yesterday that the Minister had concurred in the road construction 

programme, which will link Mossy Point with Moruya. 

However, the Minister has ruled that the shire council must build a foot path on the 

seaward side of the road at Mossy Point, which affords a view of the coast. The 

project is to be financed entirely by the shire, except for the usual 50 per cent State 

Government share in road-sealing costs. 

Mr. Forbes said one home owner at Mossy Point had been seriously affected, as the 

original road boundary line came to within 11 feet of his house. This had since been 

altered to conform to normal council standards. The boundary now was 18 feet from 

the house. “The road is planned generally to a 30mph standard", Mr. Forbes said. 

Plans had not yet been completed but he expected that work would begin later this 

year. 

Mr. Forbes described as "ridiculous" an estimate of $300,000 as the .cost of a bridge 

across the Tomago River to link an existing (road from Bateman's Bay to Rosedale) 

with the new Mossy Point Road. At most, he said, the bridge would cost about 

$100,000. He added: "We have not yet prepared an estimate. However, it is an 

engineering possibility and it is not estimated that it will be a very large and 

expensive structure". 

The estimate of $300,000 was recently quoted by Mr. H. Louttit, secretary of the 

Eurobodalla Shire Rate Payers Association, which opposes the construction of the 

proposed tourist road. 

As part of this road development, the cement bridge over the Tomago River at Tomakin 

opened in 1974. 

Tourism begins in earnest 

One of the earliest and best known recent residents of Tomakin who played a major part in its 

current development was Harry Brooks who sadly passed away in 2015. The following 

extract from a Canberra Times article of October 1984 illustrates a small part of his influence 

on Tomakin as we know it today. 



If development on the coast is the name of the game, then Mr. Harry Brooks and his 

wife Dot know how to play it. 

The Brooks own and manage the Tomago River Tourist Park, at Tomakin, a short 

drive south from Batemans Bay. “We built a holiday house here 22 years ago in the 

Tomakin area," said Mr. Brooks who, originally from London, had lived in Canberra 

for 30 years. 

Like so many Canberra residents who own holiday houses on the coast Mr. and Mrs. 

Brooks eventually decided to live near the ocean. The 15.4-hectare site by the 

Tomago River was bought 10 years ago, two years later was opened as a caravan 

park. There were about 130 caravans which people kept at the park permanently. 

There were also 10 units. 

The Brooks sold. 1.2 hectares to the Tomago River Social Club which opened five 

years ago. It was instigated by Mr. Brooks. The Tomago River Tourist Park now has 

a service station which is in its third week of trading. Ten more units and 20 villas are 

to be built, as well as an artificial lake, the soil from which is to be used for 

upgrading the park's low-lying areas. 

The Brooks had purchased the land from Rex Anderson and after much landfill and scrub 

clearing work, officially opened the tourist park on Easter 1976 and advertised this in the 

Canberra Times of 27th March 1976. The park had 50 powered caravan and camping sites 

with hot showers, Toilets and Laundry facilities.  

 

Harry and Dot Brooks were instrumental in the current layout of Tomakin and a recent 

interview with Dot Brooks she kindly passed on some of their background. Harry was 

actually named Henry, but in true Australian style, this became Harry on his move here from 

London. Harry and Dot actually met on the boat to Australia as “10 Pound Poms”. Dot was 

travelling as part of her family of 11 from Bootle near Liverpool and Harry was travelling 

with a friend to make a new life in Australia. Harry initially based himself in Melbourne, but 

caught up with Dot’s family again in Bankstown, Sydney around a year later. 

 

Harry and Dot purchased a block of land in Tomakin in Reid Street, shortly followed by the 

purchase of the block next to it, to build a holiday house. At that time, there were only a few 

houses, the schoolhouse in Forrest Parade and part of an old farmhouse on a hill (this may 

have been the one of the old cheese factories). Harry and Dot had 5 children and Tomakin 

had attracted them for the beautiful beaches, river and great fishing.  

Dot recalls that Alf Stephens, who ran a shop in Mogo (where the nursery now sits), would 

travel down to Tomakin at busy holiday periods such as Easter, Christmas etc. and open up a 

small shop selling essential provisions to holidaymakers. This shop also boasted the only 

phone in Tomakin at that time, saving people the trip to Mogo or Broulee (pre any bridge 

across the river). As Tomakin developed, Alf would open the shop for half a day a week and 

when the Sunpatch development began around 1967, Alf’s shop was advertised as being open 

every day. Eventually Harry and Dot bought the shop and expanded it for one of their 

daughters to run. Dot also remembered that there was originally a fire shed where the current 

Community hall and Rally for Recovery shed now stands and when the fire shed was moved, 

Harry and some of the other residents helped expand this with part of the building coming 

from Broulee. This hall was used for dancing and parties long before the Tomakin social club 

was built and was a very popular venue. 



Despite the development and growth of Tomakin from the mid 1900’s, its previous history 

and strong part it played in the opening up and settlement of the surrounding area had been 

largely forgotten. This, in part was due to it being situated somewhat further away from the 

coast road and it being viewed by many Canberrans especially as a sleepy little village that 

time had passed by – hence the tag “Dogpatch” or “Flypatch” that was prevalent in Canberra 

at the time. This may also be one explanation for the name of a new release of 20 blocks of 

land for a new estate in Tomakin on the other side of George Bass drive in 1983 which was 

marketed as “Burri Heights Estate” and despite the marketing material promoting the club, 

beaches, boat ramp and many other “Tomakin” facilities, the name of Tomakin did not 

appear at all. One road within this estate (now fully part of Tomakin) is actually called 

Thomsen Place, a reference to one of the early Tomakin settlers who had a farm 

encompassing the Burri Heights area.  

This reticence to ‘market’ using the name Tomakin continued on with the initial land selling 

group for Barlings Beach marketing it as “Rosedale” and at first, the current owners - Walker 

Corporation also marketed the development as “Reflections” Rosedale. This rapidly changed, 

along with a new and very positive view of Tomakin as a beautiful and unspoiled location for 

both permanent and holiday accommodation. The Walker Corporation has since proved to be 

a very strong partner to many Tomakin associations; sponsoring public amenities and even 

running very well attended open air cinema sessions – a great Australian tradition. As many 

locals know, Tomakin is now being seen as a very attractive spot for family holidays and its 

population booms at holiday periods and weekends. 

 

A good example of the previous view of Tomakin can be found in the following tongue-in-

cheek (hopefully) article by Roger Green of the Canberra Times on 26 January 1985.  

“Swamp hole Tomakin a Tidy Town winner  



Mr. Robert Burgess, the manager of the Tomakin general store, tidies the area around 

the shop. From the main road you would not think Tomakin was big in the tidy town 

world: pipes and piles of mullock lie about waiting to fill another part of the swamp, 

scrappy signs leer at motorists, the petrol station sticks out from its surroundings like 

a sore thumb. 

Even driving through the streets, Tomakin looks like just another holiday village, with 

architecture ranging from the two-storey brick mansion to frail sheds and vacant lots 

occupied by cars, boats, trucks or caravans. 

Tomakin, near Broulee, has just won a major award in the NSW tidy town contest. 

The Keep Australia Beautiful Council of NSW will announce the category of 

Tomakin's award in Grafton on February 16. In 1983 Tomakin won the category A 

award for the best river/lakeside program. 

From the headland overlooking the town it becomes clear that Tomakin's great asset 

is its natural surroundings - the Tomaga River and the mangroves around it, the 

town's three beaches, one protected by rocks in the cove, dunes and trees. In the 

distance mist hung over the mountains. 

Mrs. Lorna Greig, of the Tomakin Progress Association, believes the judges were 

impressed by the river and beaches. The townspeople have made a pleasant walkway 

through the she-oaks and banksias on the river bank. Rosellas and other birds call 

from the branches about the path. 

Fishing seems to be a major pursuit. Down at the launching ramp Dad and the boys 

had cast their lines into the river. When Dad caught a blackfish the little boys got very 

excited. Other boys on the bridge had caught a tailor. 

In the middle of town little girls with big dogs, a mother with pram, girls on bicycles 

and horses converged on the general store which still has "Merry Christmas" 

stenciled on the window. A backhoe roared through the middle of a cricket game 

(with four stumps in the wicket) being played across the road. 

As a woman used ice cream to negotiate with her children, the manager of the store, 

Mr. Robert Burgess, explained the problem of ice cream wrappers that children left 

outside the shop. He cheerfully tidied up saying that all the town had become involved 

in the tidy town project. "People take a lot of pride in their gardens here," he said. 

Mrs. Greig said that everyone in the town had been encouraged to help their 

neighbors, many of whom were absent much of the year. She and her family moved 

from Garran (ACT) to Tomakin 18 months ago, after owning a house there for 10 

years. 

"About a month before the judging [last September] it really did look beautiful," she 

said. Mrs. Greig hoped that filling more of the riverside swamp could make a park for 

Tomakin. "It's just a swamp hole, you know," she said.” 

Barlings Beach development 



A little known fact is that a large section of the Barlings Beach land was bought by John 

Newcombe, the well-known Australian Tennis champion, with the intention of building a 

Tennis coaching centre there but difficulties in his plans led to the land being sold back to the 

Council. 

 

In 1995, the Eurobodalla Shire Council sought expressions of interest for the marketing of its 

residential subdivision at Barlings Beach, which was to be fully serviced and ultimately yield 

over 220 residential lots as well as areas for medium density and commercial/retail 

development. This development caused some initial issues with the Aboriginal Land Council 

as can be seen from the following article in the Canberra Times of the 6th January 1995: 

 

'Burial-site development' to go ahead by Naomi Mapstone 

 

Construction of 220 beachside homes is set to go ahead despite the development's 

prime South Coast location being the burial site for about 100 Aborigines, according 

to NSW Aboriginal Land Council official Danny Chapman. 

 

Eurobodalla Shire Council, which bought the land in recent years, is to run the 

development at Barlings Beach, despite the site being identified in a 1991 

archaeological report to council as "a traditional meeting ground with ceremonial 

and spiritual value". 

 

The report, by Access Archaeology, was part of a broader report to council by 

consulting engineers Scott and Furphy, of Canberra. The archaeological report said 

the area had been the site of a major battle between the Broulee tribe and the 

Ngunnawal tribe from the Braidwood-Canberra region. The land also included the 

site of a hut owned by the Barlings family, which settled and farmed the area in the 

1800s. 

 

Some of the major constraints on development listed in the report were: loss of 

prehistoric midden material, disturbance of an unknown number of burials, distress to 

the Aboriginal community and "destruction of a large and unusual site". 

 

Advertisements in The Canberra Times and Southern Star yesterday called for 

expressions of interest in marketing the first stage of the development. Mr Chapman 

has lodged an application with NSW Environment Minister Chris Hartcher to freeze 

the development and is working on an application to federal Aboriginal Affairs 

Minister Robert Tickner.  

 

"Our elders have been fairly amenable to a lot of development down here, but just 

recently they've said enough's enough," Mr Chapman said. They had not objected to 

the development of part of Barlings Beach a few years ago as a caravan park, but 

were not willing to let this development go ahead in its present form. 

 

"We're just saying it shouldn't be developed in the manner that it's being developed," 

he said. "We just think that putting around about 300 housing blocks on the land will 

probably not only destroy the land itself, but also interfere with the heritage part of it 

as well." 

 



Mr Chapman said the council should commission an environmental impact statement 

and an anthropological study. “I think basically the majority of the area should be 

proclaimed an Aboriginal place or the council should develop it for recreational 

purposes." he said. 

The council's offer to put aside Aboriginal areas, including an area to re-bury any 

bones or relics found during the development, was offensive, he said. Eurobodalla 

Shire Mayor Chris Vardon said the council had made every effort to consult with 

Aborigines throughout the process and had secured written approval from the Mogo 

Aboriginal Lands Council from the beginning, although this is denied. 

 

Mr Vardon said the zoning of the land did not necessitate an environmental impact 

statement, but the council had an environmental report on the area. “What we've 

done has gone far beyond an environmental impact statement. The whole process that 

we've gone through has been way and beyond what would be required of a developer 

... we've gone out of our way to make this a model sub division. We have addressed 

the issues," he said. The council had set aside the areas identified by the 1991 report 

as being of significance. 

 

Mr Vardon said he had invited the head of the state Aboriginal Lands Council, Aden 

Ridgeway, to discuss the issue, but had not had a reply. "We, in my opinion, have 

gone out of our way and are somewhat disturbed that as we are getting closer and 

closer to finalising this sub division, the goal posts seem to be moved," he said. 

 

"Unfortunately we don't wish to be in a situation where we're arguing and having 

trouble with the Koori community because we've always had very good relationships 

with them. “The sooner the chairman of the NSW Aboriginal Lands Council comes 

down here and meets with us the better it will be for all concerned." 

 

The initial planned development of Barlings Beach was part of a much larger development of 

776 houses between Rosedale and Tomakin by Marsim, who were marketing it as Marsim 

“Rosedale”. The Rosedale Community Association in their AGM minutes of 6th April 2007 

where there was a presentation by Marsim voted against the name Rosedale being used. The 

Barlings Beach part of this development was later taken up and is now being successfully 

developed and marketed as “Reflections” by the Walker Group with a changed development 

plan reaching an amicable agreement with local Aboriginal groups. Their development plans 

took careful notice of both Aboriginal sensibilities and Conservation issues for the sub-

tropical wetland and swamp areas which are home to the Eastern yellow python. 

 

Tomakin Sewerage system - Up to your neck in it! 

While this fits within the general infrastructure development of Tomakin, it deserves a 

separate section due to the quite incredible sequence of events and ramifications which it 

caused. Reading about the anger over road and other infrastructure developments almost 

makes one wonder whether Tomakin ratepayers were Luddites who wanted to return to the 

days of horse transport and outside dunnies. The majority of the ratepayers opposing the 

scheme were Canberrans who had holiday homes here and it is doubtful that they would have 

been insisting on having the same conditions for their Canberra households. 



Much of this section compromises two newspaper articles reporting on the events as they 

unravelled and very little additional commentary is necessary. 

In March 1981 there was a vote of ratepayers on the Council proposal to build a $3.9 million 

sewerage scheme at Tomakin to serve the area, with the costs to be shared equally with the 

State Government. While over half of the Tomakin, Mossy Point and Broulee ratepayers did 

not vote, there was a very narrow win against the sewerage system (by only 21 votes out of 

the 747 cast). This narrow margin was surprising as there had been a very strenuous anti-

sewerage campaign, mainly due to the proposed rates increases to pay for it. The council 

considered the issue and vote results and in November 1984 decided that the sewerage 

scheme would go ahead, with local residents facing the highest combined rates of any in the 

Eurobodalla shire. It did not go well……… 

Canberra Times 27 October 1985 by Roger Green - Angry ratepayers know who will pay - 

Smell of disaster wafts at Tomaga sewerage works 

Between the Canberra academics hideaway at Guerrilla Bay and the swamp-turned-

tidy-town at Tomakin, the Tomaga sewerage works are being built. In the bush at the 

back of Burrewarra Point, one of the beautiful places on the South Coast, large 

concrete tanks are being set into the earth and sludge ponds dug and filled in again. 

One day last week lightning crackled and thunderclouds broke overhead. In a 

caravan on the deserted worksite a phone rang. The scent of wattle covered the smell 

of disaster that seems to come from the sewerage project. 

The sign on the gate said, "Enter at own risk". It now seems clear that Eurobodalla 

Shire Council, when it entered into contracts for the sewerage scheme last year, had 

not fully assessed the risks. The cost of the scheme has risen from an original estimate 

of $6.5 million to more than $10 million and may go higher before it is completed, 

well behind schedule, sometime next year. An independent inquiry under way at the 

moment is expected to find that much of the cost increase is due to incompetence and 

bad management. Another investigation by the NSW Department of Local 

Government could lead to Eurobodalla's councilors being thrown out of office. 

The ratepayers of Broulee, Mossy Point and Tomakin, who had the sewerage scheme 

foisted on them against their will, are very angry. Even before the first flush, many 

sewerage rates have more than doubled. The ratepayers, many of whom live in 

Canberra, want to know who is responsible for the sewerage scheme's stink. They 

already know who will pay. 

Outside Eurobodalla's council chambers in Moruya, the road is up. A roundabout is 

being built into the Princes Highway. Inside, the roundabout has been running all 

year, with accusations and counter-accusations flying as councillors try to tag each 

other. If the subject was not a sewerage scheme, the behaviour in the uproarious 

council meetings would be described as muck-racking. A recent council meeting had 

to be abandoned when one councilor refused to apologise to another after a bout of 

name-calling. 

There have been a number of problems with the construction of the Tomaga scheme 

and $500,000 worth of variations have already been agreed to and paid for. But for 



the purposes of this article, the focus will be the agreement between Eurobodalla 

Shire Council and Eden Constructions to build the sewage treatment works at 

Burrewarra Point. 

In 1983, the NSW Minister for Public Works offered the council a 50 per cent subsidy 

to build three sewerage schemes in the shire. In their haste to accept the offer the 

council, newly elected after the sacking of the previous council, went ahead without 

fully investigating possible problems. The schemes were designed by the consulting 

engineers, Sinclair Knight and Partners, supervised by council staff under the shire 

engineer, Mr. John Riggall. 

The Burrawarra Point site does not seem to have been the ideal location for the 

treatment works. The silty, swampy soil has been difficult to form into shape for 

holding ponds. Hundreds of cubic metres of soil were moved to make a sludge lagoon 

before it was agreed that the lagoon would have to be moved. The original hole has 

been re-filled and grassed. The detention ponds required the partial demolition of a 

hill to find solid fill for foundations. 

According to Eden Constructions, 14,000 cubic metres of earth had to be moved to 

make the ponds, where the plan allowed for 100 cubic metres. The company says 

there was insufficient site investigation. The contractors began work on July 31st last 

year. On August 3rd, after only three days on the site, Eden Constructions warned the 

council of problems likely to be encountered. By August 10th the contractors had 

abandoned the council's plan, believing it would fail. Early in September the council's 

consultants examined the site and said it was all right. However, Eden Constructions, 

which has built four treatment works before, continued to build the works in the way 

it thought best, in consultation with council engineers. The plans came later. 

The major changes were the moving of the ponds and lagoons with the layout of 

roads, pipes and pumps being re-designed to fit. The general plan for the sewage is to 

pass from the preliminary treatment area, into an oxidation ditch, through clarifiers, 

into detention ponds, then passing through an outfall into the sea. The contract for the 

sewerage works is not in the form of a fixed quote but the fixing of rates for earth-

moving and other tasks and for hardware required. A rough figure is estimated and 

variations negotiated between the contracting parties. 

Given the problems of the site, Eden Constructions was prepared, in October, 1984, 

to settle most of the variations for $150,000. The council refused to settle and because 

of legal proceedings and other complications the claim is now about $600,000. New 

problems have come up and the council has assessed the total claims, on what was 

originally a $1.85 million contract, at $ 1.16 million. Further variations could take 

the cost of the sewage-treatment plant well over $3 million. 

From these escalations of cost it is clear that the council's negotiating ability, as well 

as its judgment in endorsing the original plan, is in doubt. The council's legal 

advisers have been solicitors used by the Local Government and Shires' Association. 

Into the fray the council has brought a pair of independent inquirers to identify 

"whether or not there has been any mismanagement, incompetence or neglect" on the 

part of the council or its staff. The inquiry, by an engineer, Mr. C. Monk, and a 

lawyer, Mr. D. Forrester, is expected to be completed by mid-November. 



Already the impartiality of the inquirers has been questioned. They were chosen by 

the deputy shire president, Cr. Ken Mackay, who is the leader of the pro-development 

group of councillors and a defender of the Tomaga project. A critic of the project and 

vocal member of the "ratewatchers" minority on council, Cr. Warren Hutchings, has 

described the inquiry as a "set up". He doubts whether it is independent. 

The shire president, Cr. John Burbidge, has been investigating whether the inquiry 

has already given advice to some councillors. The alleged advice was to negotiate 

with the contractors. Such advice would be seen as premature and possibly not even-

handed, he said. Another charge was that one of the inquirers had called Cr. 

Hutchings and the Independent Member for the South Coast, Mr. John Hatton, 

"heresy hunters". The findings of the inquirers, who arc under a great deal of 

pressure to point out who is responsible for the Tomaga problems, are being eagerly 

anticipated in Eurobodalla. 

One of the few people prepared to accept any of the responsibility for the sewerage 

works is the new shire president, Cr. Burbidge. Cr. Burbidge was elected in 

September when his name was drawn from a rubbish bin after a tied vote with Cr. 

Mackay. Cr. Burbidge succeeded the former president, Cr. Jeff Britten, who had 

decided not to stand, thereby avoiding the need to formally receive the Tomaga 

inquiry's report. 

Cr. Burbidge, 53, was born in Moruya and grew up on a Bodalla dairy farm. He has 

been English master at Narooma High School since 1969 and has taken a year's leave 

to devote his time to the challenges of the presidency. He hopes to end the 

confrontations between councillors and between the council and community groups. 

Cr Burbidge is the only councillor not aligned with the two bitterly opposed groups 

on the council. He said the responsibility of the presidency put the Tomaga sewerage 

problems in a different light. "It's more complicated and complex than I'd realised". 

He seems to have accepted the alleged advice of the inquirers: he was interviewed by 

The Canberra Times shortly after a meeting with Eden Constructions. "There's only 

one course — sensible negotiated settlement," he said. 

This conclusion may also have been supported by his new insights as president, that 

is, that the council was not in a very strong position for legal contests."1 probably 

would have expected clearer and stronger advice from our legal people and design 

engineers," he said. "We rely very heavily on consultants and you tend to assume that 

these consultants have a very clear understanding of these issues. But when you come 

to look at it, they don't." 

However, he was not critical of staff “at this stage" and was not saying legal or 

technical advice was wrong. "Defamation is something that everyone in public life 

has to live with," he said. 

Cr Burbidge also conceded that the council had gone into the Tomaga scheme rather 

hastily. "I don't think there was enough time available or taken to investigate the sites 

adequately." He was confident a negotiated settlement could be reached. On the 

question of who would pay he raised a new possibility. So far only the 1,400 reluctant 

users of the Tomaga scheme are paying for it. However, the council is considering 

having a whole-of-shire rate for sewerage services. This would mean that the 7,000 



Batemans Bay ratepayers who have a cheap sewerage service would pay more to help 

pay for the mistakes at Tomaga. Such a move would be guaranteed to extend the 

political odium of the scheme beyond the small group that is presently suffering. 

Cr. Burbidge said there was a need to develop "the collective thought that we all 

belong to one shire". While Cr. Burbidge seeks unity, the other groups are still 

slugging it out, perhaps with a view to the next council election in two years. 

Cr. Hutchings says the council will be sacked when the NSW Minister for Local 

Government, Mr. Stewart, finds out what has been going on. He thought the council 

would be sacked because of the actions of those who had resisted an inquiry earlier. 

Some senior council staff should have been sacked. 

Cr. Hutchings says he advised negotiations six months ago. In a council newsletter, 

Cr. Britten wrote recently, "Unfortunately extensive publicity in newspapers, radio, 

television, State Parliament and public meetings has not provided a balanced view of 

the situation and has not helped to expedite resolution of the claims." This would 

seem to shift responsibility to Cr. Hutchings, Mr. Hatton and ratepayer groups but 

some of the press leaks may be closer to Cr. Britten than he has assumed. A relevant 

case has been investigated by police. 

If the whole sewerage mess ends up before the courts to determine responsibility, it is 

not hard to pick the winners. Eurobodalla Shire Council is believed to have budgeted 

$400,000 for lawyers and other expert advisers on the Tomaga scheme. Eden 

Constructions has legal costs of $250,000. With disputes with other contractors and 

more problems in the murky pipelines, the legal costs of the Tomaga sewerage scheme 

could reach $1 million. The ratepayers of Broulee and Tomakin could be paying more 

lawyers to go to the toilet than anyone else in the country. 

In January 1986, the controversial sewerage scheme was nearing completion with the first 

residents beginning to be connected. Tomakin residents were to be connected first, followed 

by Mossy Point and Broulee. The final costs had reached $10 million for the scheme. 

In a postscript to this saga, Roger Fryer, who was editor of the Bay Post newspaper during 

the critical years of the last Eurobodalla Shire Council, and witnessed much of the power play 

in council meetings wrote an article in the Canberra Times Magazine of the 29th July 1989. 

This profiled Warren Hutchings who was a local councillor on the “Ratewatchers” ticket for 

12 years. Relevant extracts are detailed below: 

“…….Then the NSW local government elections of 1983 came along. Eurobodalla 

Shire had been governed for two years by a state government appointed administrator 

after the council had been sacked en masse. Hutchings joined the "Ratewatchers" 

ticket, along with other concerned prominent members of the community, and was 

voted in on a tide of anti-corruption sentiment. 

Hutchings took his popular vote as a mandate for reform, and also adopted a 

fervently anti-wholesale-development stance. "What do you want? More bricks and 

concrete," he asked. His devoted constituents answered with a firm "No!” 



But he didn't account for the entrenched interests of the development lobby, and 

became frustrated at his failure to focus council attentions on community welfare 

issues. His attitudes and style particularly aggravated the man the new council 

elected as president, retired Commodore Jeff Britten. 

The commodore, a Ratewatcher also, soon revealed himself as a skilled power broker, 

and quickly consolidated his position with important local interests, falling out 

immediately with the anti-development and anti-corruption lobby. Hutchings and the 

other anti-wholesale-development councillors were effectively locked out, and found it 

difficult to participate in the real behind-the-scenes decision-making. 

Then along came the now infamous Tomaga sewerage scheme. In keeping with its 

long-held policy of servicing the scattered communities of the shire, the council went 

ahead with plans to sewer a number of coastal areas and build a treatment plant at 

Tomakin. Because of the predicted rates hike to pay for the scheme, Hutchings led a 

community revolt against the plans, based on a survey of the residents of Tomakin 

which purported to show their opposition. 

Because he had no power in council meetings, he was forced to resort to other ways 

of making himself heard and, on one memorable council meeting day, filled the 

council chambers to overflowing with outraged Tomakin residents. The fact that the 

meeting was not discussing the sewerage scheme, but proposed funding for the 

community radio station, was forgotten in the excitement of the moment. 

Without the numbers, however, Hutchings had no real way of preventing the scheme 

going ahead. Mid-way through the project it was revealed by Hutchings, who seemed 

to have an inside source of information, that the contractors were having trouble. A 

cost blow-out was feared. Hutchings smelt a rat and combed the whole project for 

problems, which he revealed one by one. 

The cost blow-out grew, and so did Hutchings' efforts to embarrass the council staff 

over their part in the design and implementation of the project. A number of 

investigations were held, and a mountain of paper dealing with the problems grew, 

but no one seemed to be able to get to the bottom of the whole fiasco. In the end, the 

sewerage scheme was built, the community had no choice but to accept the costs and 

Hutchings' stocks with council staff were reduced to an all-time low. He was now the 

hero of disaffected minority groups throughout the shire as well as the large anti-

development lobby……” 

The Tomago River  

The Tomago River has always been an attractive location for both local and tourist fishermen 

and is a highly prolific “nursery” for many of our local fish species. The abundance of fish 

did not only attract recreational anglers however, but also drift and dredge netting activities 

by commercial fishermen. In the NSW Government Gazette of March 3rd 1967 it was 

proclaimed that there was to be a restriction on net fishing in the Tomago River and 

Candlegut (Candlegan) Creek for a period of 10 years, from February, 1967.  While the 

Tomago River is now protected from commercial fishing under the Batemans Marine Park 

legislation. The Tomakin boat ramp and associated carpark is a very popular spot for both 



local and visiting fishermen and both have recently been significantly upgraded by the 

Eurobodalla Shire Council and NSW Roads and Maritime. 

At various times through the period of European settlement, the silting and course of the 

Tomago River have attracted concern and attention and the issue of the river breaking 

through the sandspit in the middle of Tomakin Beach resurfaces many times. Interestingly, 

some very early maps have shown that this may have been breached at several times in the 

past and that in 1828 the river entrance was where the current narrow sandspit on Tomakin 

beach now exists. Indeed, local recollections are that it broke through the spit in the middle of 

Tomakin beach during the large floods and storms of 1924 and also several times in 1952, but 

that it rapidly closed up again. The river mouth had been dredged in 1951 with little effect. A 

Canberra Times article of 2nd July 1978 below highlights these concerns, which carry on to 

this day. Many theories and reasons for this potential breakthrough have been postulated, but 

it is likely that changes in the river bed and banks are just a natural occurrence from varying 

flow, wave and weather patterns.  

Waterway threat 'no greater' than in past 

A Waterway said by a Tomakin man, Mr. Rex Anderson, to be "doomed" is in no more 

danger than it ever has been, according to the President of Mossy Point Progress 

Association, Mr. Bob Mason. 

Mr. Anderson says, "The waterway which once formed an important estuary of the 

Tomakin Bay Harbour is likely to become a stagnant pond due to massive erosion of 

the spit between Tomakin and Mossy Point. He predicts that the sea will break 

through the spit within two or three years. 

Mr. Mason has pointed out that Eurobodalla Shire Council extracted sand from the 

spit in 1952. "And ultimately", he says," this was a signal for everyone to take sand. 

So much sand was extracted from this area that the sea did go through or over it 

during a flood-tide accompanying a storm. 

"Since then, the sea has been through or over this point a number of times. However, 

any of our veteran local residents will tell council that the Tomago River has not 

basically altered during their lifetimes, although a small amount of dredging has been 

done. "The entrance is in no greater danger now than it ever has been". 

Concern over the Tomago River grew and a “Save the Tomago River” group was formed. 

The following Canberra Times article of 30th December 1981 outlines these concerns:  

Tomago silting study sought 

A $1,500 fund to allow the commissioning of an engineering report on the silting up 

of the Tomago River is the immediate aim of a recently formed committee of 

concerned people. The Save the Tomago River Committee was formed three weeks 

ago by 50 people who want the river returned to its previous navigable state. The 

secretary, Mr. Brian Weekes, who is a partner in and manager of the Moorings 

Tourist Resort Motel at Tomakin, said residents believed the river began to silt up 

after Telecom laid a cable there in 1974. 



The engineering study had to be both professional and done quickly "otherwise no 

one will listen to us". "We need to know the exact cause of the erosion", he said. "It 

appears to be linked to the laying of the Telecom cable". He showed where the 

erosion had been most severe, with sand drifts into the river, and where the once-

buried cable was exposed. Telecom had attempted to protect the area with fencing 

and had also-attempted to revegetate it. The committee feared that if the outlet closed 

it would ruin the 100-year-old boat passage. Recently, “because of the silting, larger 

craft had been unable to navigate it:”  

The committee did not want to upset the ecology further. It did want something done 

to reopen the river to the large craft which could previously navigate it. The 

committee had the support of the three local progress associations in the region: 

Mossy Point, Broulee, and Tomakin, and also the Broulee surf club. Donations to 

assist in commissioning the impact study were being sought and could be made to 

'Save the Tomaga River Fund', care of Mr. Doug Ward, Treasurer, Forrest Parade, 

Tomakin, NSW, 2537. 

Concerns over the river and erosion of the spit resurfaced in 1996 when the Tomakin 

Community Association pushed for an Estuary Management plan and in 3rd March 1996, the 

first meeting of the Tomaga Estuary Management Committee took place. This committee was 

made up of Eurobodalla Council staff and representatives of the local community groups. The 

committee group had inspected the badly eroded narrow neck area of the Tomaga peninsula 

and agreed with the community concern about the erosion was justified and that a 

rehabilitation plan would be produced and acted on. A very strong Tomakin Landcare 

volunteer group is now working with the Council to revegetate and clean up much of the 

riverbank and beachside areas. 

Jack Buckley Park 

Jack Buckley was a local character who was the local Fire Captain, training young local 

volunteer firefighters and regularly writing to Tomakin landowners about the fire hazards on 

their blocks. He ran the Fire Shed (where the community hall and Rally for Recovery shed 

now stands) and this hall was also used for dances and other community events. Jack Buckley 

Park had long been general area for local gatherings and working bees were arranged to keep 

the area tidy and to plant Oak trees for some shade. It originally did not have a specific name, 

but for the council to take over the upkeep and maintenance of the park, it required one and 

hence was named after Jack. 

Jack Buckley Park was becoming eroded in the 1990’s and the Tomaga River Estuary 

Committee, in conjunction with the Department of Environment and Climate Change agreed 

to build a low profile rock infill levee on the park shore with the Tomaga river. This had been 

necessitated by major and increasing erosion of the bank and was designed to break the wave 

and current energy impacting the bank. It had been predicted by the planning engineers that, 

left alone, there was a possibility of 30-40 metres of the park being carried away by the river. 

The park has also been the site for many community and social functions since its beginning 

and included: fetes organised by the Community Association to raise funds for Camp 

Quality; 1st Tomaga Scout group fairs and functions to raise money for charity; Carols by 

Candlight and even a visit by Burtons circus on 23rd/24th January 1996. It is a popular spot for 

residents and visitors, with toilets, play equipment, barbecues and seats being regularly used. 



Tomago (Tomakin) Sports and Social Club 

The Tomakin Sports and Social Club is a major and very popular feature of Tomakin life, 

playing a central role in the life of the Tomakin community, strongly supporting many local 

organisations along with providing social, recreational and sporting activities. 

 

The Tomakin club is built on land originally purchased from Harry Brooks and there was a 

great deal of effort put in by a range of locals from 1977 onwards to develop and set it up. 

There are unconfirmed rumours abounding that the site of the Sports and Social Club was 

where a group of residents and visitors to the Caravan park in the 1960’s and 70’s would 

gather for drinks of an evening, with kegs of beer being brought in under cover of darkness in 

a boat from Batemans Bay. After several boat breakdowns and disappointed drinkers, the 

idea surfaced to set up a slightly more permanent (and legal) drinking hole. If true, it most 

certainly followed a long tradition of Tomakin “sly grog shops”. 

 

In the Club’s second annual report on 30th December 1978, it was noted that the idea of the 

club had originally surfaced as an idea 3 years previously and that the building work had not 

progressed as quickly as hoped. There were also delays and issues in gaining a licence to 

operate. A copy of the President’s (Harry Brooks) report is reproduced below: 

 

TOMAGO RIVER SOCIAL CLUB LIMITED 

SECOND ANNUAL REPORT  

1 JANUARY 1978 TO 30 DECEMBER 1978 

 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

 

Members, 

The clubhouse you now see growing on the bank of the TOMAGA River began as an 

idea more than three years ago. The formation of the club progressed slowly, although 

the inaugural directors contributed great efforts, such as Carle ELLIOTT who 

prepared and ran the machinery of legal formation, and numerous documents to make 

it a legal entity. All of the directors who helped to begin this large task, Gwen 

ANDERSON, Dot BROOKS, Ken OLDREY, Thomas BROOKS, and Rex 

ANDERSON are to be congratulated on their efforts. 

 

The club gradually gathered momentum, despite a surprising amount of resistance, as 

more of you expressed your support by becoming members and some investing in 

debentures. The composition of the board gradually altered as some directors were 

unable to continue and other members found time to give their support and efforts to 

making the club a going concern. 

 

In mid-1978 the activities of the club accelerated with the commencement of the 

construction. It was decided to move in this direction as we believed the support and 

need existed. With the addition of Laurie KIRCHNER and Ted KEDDLE to the 

Board, fresh blood was added. Ted began producing a much needed newsletter and 

Laurie assumed supervision of the construction, which increased the speed and 

efficiency with which we gained our building. 

 

In the second half of 1978, it was found that there was so much work done that the 

board met every two weeks, and finally appointed Ted KEEDLE as Secretary 



Manager to handle the daily business of the club. Even then we were vigorously 

pursuing a license to trade and daily were confronted with new problems, frustrations 

and delays. The motions for gaining a license are still proceeding and we are 

optimistic of the outcome. 

 

On opening day, 30th December 1978, the clubhouse and its functions were not as 

advanced as we hoped, but as our Patron, John HATTON said in his memorable 

speech “It is a great idea and there is no doubt it will grow and reflect the efforts of 

those concerned, and bring enjoyment to many people”. John has been unstinting in 

his support has made considerable effort on this clubs behalf, often at ministerial 

level. As those of you enjoyed the activities of the opening day will know, we had an 

impressive turnout with over 150 members and guest present. 

 

Eventually this club aims to be an umbrella club, supporting recreational and sporting 

activities in this area. I urge anyone who is interested in developing such activities to 

contact me, the Secretary Manager, or any director. 

 

At this point we are indebted to the CBC Bank of Batemans Bay for their generous 

co-operation and assistance. I suggest that we could return a favour in our small way 

by giving them our support. 

 

We have had generous support from a few members, but we need more, either 

volunteer effort or investment, we pay excellent interest of 10% pa on debentures 

(unsecured notes). 

 

I thank you all for your patient support and look forward to seeing you at the 

commencement of trading. 

 

         H.T. BROOKS 

         President 

 

Despite the slow start, thanks to the work and dedication of many locals, work and 

development on the club continued and licences were granted. In the years since, the club has 

grown dramatically with extensions and additions, some of which are attached below:  

 

Canberra times 9th December 1978:  

TOMAGO River Social Club, 

Tomakin (Sunpatch). Cartage of 3,000 cu. Mts. fill from Mogo-Tomakin, 

commencing immediately after Monday, 11 Dec, 78. Ph 044-717235 

 

Canberra Times 29th April 1979 - Club gets licence 

The Tomago River Social Club has been granted a full licence, covering liquor and 

poker machines. The club president, Mr Henry (Harry) Brooks, and vice-president, 

Mr Rex Anderson, have announced that the club is now full-time. The club is at 

Tomakin, formerly known as Sunpatch. Plans include establishment of a bowling 

green. 

 

TOMAGO RIVER SOCIAL CLUB LTD. - Official Opening of Extensions. 



The Club will be officially opened by John Haddon, M.L.A. on Saturday, 19th 

September, 1981. The Club will only be open to Members and Spouses from 7 pm. 

Dress Formal 

 

Canberra Times 6th May 1984  

The Tomago River Social Club's tennis club will hold a fair day on Mothers' Day, 

next Sunday, in the club grounds, with a white-elephant stall and stalls selling cakes, 

pot plants, hot dogs and other food. Skydivers will open the fair at 1 am and children 

will be invited to compete for a trophy to be presented by the Trophy House, of 

Batemans Bay, for an essay of 25 words or less about why their mother should be 

named Mum of the Year. 

 

Canberra Times 19th Feb 1986 TOMAGO RIVER SOCIAL CLUB 

Registration of Tenderers: The Club intends to enter into a contract with a suitable 

firm to construct and subcontract 2 Tennis Courts, Parking Areas, Drainage, 

Earthworks, Landscaping and minor Building Works at the Club's premises at 

Sunpatch Parade, Tomakin. Builders and other interested organisations who have 

capacity and experience in this type of work may register their interest in tendering.  

 

Canberra Times 8th May 1991 -SELECTION OF BUILDERS TO TENDER 

Tenders are about to be called for Works involving extension to Tomago River Social 

Club. The Works involve building extensions of approximately 300 square metres 

including bars, plus verandah, landscaping, carpark, Bowling Green and alteration 

work. BUILDERS desiring to submit a tender are invited to register their names and 

details of their organisation for selection with the architects by Monday 13 May 1991. 

 

The club continues to develop and grow with the Tomakin and surrounding community and 

with club committee continuing to plan new features and attractions for locals and visitors 

alike. 

 

Tomakin Community Hall 

 

The Tomakin Community Hall is one of Eurobodalla’s busiest, with many local and specialist 

groups using it for functions, gatherings and meetings on a daily basis. It has recently had an 

upgrade by the Eurobodalla Shire Council with the addition of nearby car parking and a road 

access upgrade. It sits on a spot which has a long history in Tomakin, variously having been a 

fire shed, sewerage planning office and now a well-known local gathering place. 

Rally for Recovery 

The Tomakin Rally for Recovery Group was formed in 2001 and since then has raised well 

over $1 million for the Sydney Childrens Hospital Foundation to aid in finding cures for 

Childhood cancers and blood disorders. It sits beside the Community Hall, on the site of the 

old Fire Shed. It holds very popular sales on Wednesday and Saturday mornings and plays a 

very important role for fundraising, a gathering point for the community and a great place to 

browse and pick up a bargain. 

Rivermouth Café 



The very popular Rivermouth Café sits on the site of the original Tomakin shop and has gone 

through many transitions in its time including a “pop up” half day supplies outlet for 

campers; a general provisions shop with the first (and only) modern telephone connection in 

Tomakin; and a Restaurant.  

 

The Moorings 

 

The Canberra Times of 21st December 1983 contained an early report on the initial 

development of the Moorings as follows: 

 

ON THE SOUTH COAST - $5m holiday resort for Tomakin 

 

A holiday resort is being developed at an estimated cost of $5 million on the bank of 

the Tomaga River at Tomakin, south of Batemans Bay. The first stage of the resort, 12 

two bedroom units, and the first half of an eventual 60-berth marina, are already in 

place, and the developers are now working toward completion of the project within 

two years. 

Known as 'The Moorings Tourist Resort', it will include 100 two-bedroom units which 

the developers, brothers Brian and Bob Weekes plan to offer for sale on a time-share 

basis.  Brian Weekes said at the site yesterday that it was expected the units would be 

offered for about $15,000 which would entitle the buyer to occupy a unit for 10 weeks 

a year. As each unit would then have five owners, each owner would be entitled to one 

week at the resort over the peak Christmas holiday period. 

Owners of a time-share could occupy the units themselves, lease them out for all or 

part of their 10-weeks-a-year share, or sell them later for a capital gain. The only 

additional expenses were expected to be "small charges to cover rates and electricity, 

and a minimum maintenance fee", he said. 

The resort is being developed on a 5.3 hectare site, much of which is reclaimed 

swampland. The brothers have so far excavated about 37.000 cubic metres of earth to 

create a lake and the marina where residents will be able to berth their boats and 

have a safe access to the sea through the river mouth. Already in place is a marine 

sales and-service centre, and residents will be able to leave their boats at the resort in 

dry storage. 

Further plans provide for a sports complex, to include tennis and squash courts, a 

swimming pool, a gymnasium, and a sauna and games room, and there will be 

restaurants, shops, a functions room, and fish- and oyster-processing facilities. "Our 

aim is to make the resort fully self-contained, so that everything the holidaymaker 

needs will be right here on site," Mr Weekes said. 

The development had begun in 1980 and was fully approved by the Eurobodalla Shire 

Council. It would accommodate 500 people when completed, and a 25-unit motel 

would be built too, for use by non-residents. 

"It is unique," he said. "We've pioneered it every step of the way, and we think the 

Canberra market particularly is screaming out for this type of development. "We see 

our main competition as coming from on-site caravans, which can cost up to $20,000 

to establish and maintain on the coast. But we will be offering ownership of a two-

bedroom unit for 10 weeks a year for around $15,000."  

 

The Moorings is now well established and is a popular spot for holidaymakers, boasting 

Smoky Dan’s restaurant and bar, Golf and Mini Golf course and a busy and handy IGA 

supermarket. 



Holiday Parks 

Tomakin boasts two popular holiday parks, situated at opposite ends of the village. The 

Barlings Beach Tourist Beach lies at the far side of Barlings Beach near Barlings Island while 

the Tomaga River Tourist Park sits on Sunpatch Parade, next to the Sports and Social Club. 

Tomakin Community Association 

 

The Tomakin Community Association has existed on and off in various forms since at least 

the 1890’s and has been a powerful force for improvements to Tomakin and its infrastructure, 

voicing residents’ concerns and organising events and fund raising for the benefit of locals 

and charities. It also provides a powerful and central point for discussions and negotiations 

with the Shire Council and NSW Government and has been instrumental in working with the 

Council to achieve many of the positive developments and extra facilities for Tomakin. 

Indeed, this book would not have been possible without the work and support of the current 

Community Association. 

 

One of the early “Progress” association newsletters from its reformation during the Sunpatch 

(interestingly called Sun Patch) development is attached below:  

 

SUN PATCH PROGRESS ASSOCIATION JUNE 1966 

NEWSLETTER  NO. 2/1965-66 

 

 

SUMMARY OF NEWS SINCE NEWS LETTER NO. 1. 

 

Main Access Road from Mogo to Sun Patch Estate:- 

Good progress is being made on the second mile to Dunns Creek Bridge. Modern 

earth moving is in use and elimination of bends at the Estate end is in hand. A letter of 

appreciation has been forwarded to the Council at the same time drawing to their 

attention the need to keep the roads within the Estate in reasonable condition. 

 

Cattle roaming in the Estate:- 

This problem which was raised by some of our members who suffered minor damage 

to fences etc. has been eliminated for the moment, but will kept under surveillance. 

 

Camping in Sun Patch Area:- 

Confirmation has been received from the Council that “NO CAMPING” is allowed in 

the public reserve areas of Sun Patch and negotiations are taking place in regard to 

erection of signs to this effect. 

 

Boat Ramp:- 

Approval has been given by Council for the construction of a ramp at interested block 

owner’s expense. Enthusiastic boat owners will organise a Working Bee before the 

summer season and anyone with a spare dollar or couple of hours on the big day 

should contact Bill Robertson, Canberra or at his holiday home on the Estate as soon 

as possible. The question of a grant from our limited funds towards this project will be 

considered at the next general meeting. 

 

Boat Houses:- 



It has been confirmed that the Council does not permit the erection of boat sheds or 

boat houses along the foreshores of the Tomago River at Sun Patch. 

 

Building Block and Building:- 

Numerous holiday homes have been built and many more under construction 

indicating the growing popularity of your Estate. Messrs. Bowden & Schadel have 

made an attractive offer to all block owners and Progress Association members – see 

separate attachment headed OPPORTUNITY MONTHS AT SUN PATCH. 

 

Septic Installations:- 

It has been established that Septic Installations of a Council Approved Type (effluent 

periodically removed by Shire Council employees) can now be installed. Each 

installation requires individual approval by the Council. 

 

JULY AUGUST SEPTEMBER, 

OPPORTUNITY MONTHS AT SUN PATCH 

 

Apart from the Newsletter enclosed we have some exciting news for all purchasers 

and owners at Sun Patch. 

 

The Managing Agents have advised that only 70 lots remain unsold on the Estate and 

these are competitively priced from £295, terms over 5 years, deposit 10%. 

 

Within a week a further letter will be forwarded by Bowden & Schadel (Canberra) 

Pty. Ltd., giving you the opportunity of helping yourself financially and also the Sun 

Patch Progress Association Funds. This proposition will benefit all concerned and has 

my approval and support, together with that of the Executive of the Association. 

 

I would consider it a personal favour should you give the forthcoming proposition 

your consideration. 

 

Did you notice the article on Page 23 of the Sydney Morning Herald on 6th June? Sun 

Patch and adjoining areas were described as one of the finest stretches of coastal 

scenery in the world, and sought out by people who desired to spend holidays or 

weekends amongst superb scenic beauty in complete seclusion from city and town 

life. 

 

The Sun Patch Progress Association needs the support of every purchaser and owner. 

As an organised body we have proved that results can be achieved. The reticulation of 

electricity is just one example of the benefits to be gained by our efforts. 

 

For the mutual benefit of the Sun Patch Progress Association and yourself please give 

the forthcoming proposition from Bowen & Schadel your personal support. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

D. Taylor 

President 

Sun Patch Progress Association. 

 



Some of the more recent achievements by the Tomakin Community Association have 

included: 

• establishing the Coastcare group 

• a new fishing table at the boat ramp 

• new playground equipment and picnic settings at Jack Buckley park 

• upgrade of fencing and information signs at Melville Point lookout 

• successfully lobbying NSW Government for speed reduction along George Bass Drive 

• ….and much more 

 

And so we come to the end of this book, which has hopefully laid out an overview of the 

history of our village. It does not claim to be comprehensive, and indeed some of the 

recollections contained within it might be incomplete, but hopefully it will become a starting 

point for others to dig further into the history and stories of both Tomakin and our 

neighboring areas so that their history is not lost to future generations. As can be seen from 

the many developments that have affected Tomakin through the ages, change is inevitable 

and it will be interesting to see what the future has in store for our village and its residents. 

Whatever may lie ahead, the good humour, community spirit and interesting local characters 

will ensure its future success. 

 

So next time you have a visitor mention “sleepy old Tomakin” you can either give them some 

friendly background information, or just smile wryly, secure in the knowledge that all is not 

what it seems. 

  



 

Appendix 1 Timeline 

1821 Lt Johnson visited Batemans Bay and surrounding areas.  

1822 January/February Alexander Berry with Hamilton Hume and Lieutenant Robert 

Johnson went on a journey of exploration down the coast of New South Wales aboard the 

Snapper) The Snapper sailed south, probably to the Tomago river, then returning to 

Batemans Bay. 

1828 April  Thomas Florence in the sailing ship Wasp was ordered to examine the coast from 

Port Jackson to the Moruya River and name places overlooked by Captain Cook and named 

Tomhahgan (Tomakin) using the aboriginal name. 

1841 November 20th, Sale of occupation licenses at Vincent - 9 610 acres, at Broulee, near 

the head of Tomago River. 

1843 Electoral Boundaries were changed with the South Coast (including Tomakin) and 

immediate inland areas being formed into the electorate of St. Vincent’s and Auckland.  

1852 April – Government Gazette  30 acres of land granted to Richard Barling at the North 

Eastern end of Barlings Beach. 

1866 March 2nd Moruya Examiner: auction sale of 120 acres Freehold Land at Tomhican 

(sic) 

1876 The Sydney timber firm of Jennings and Pickering was granted a concession to exploit 

the forests around Mogo.  

1878 July 7th Tomago sawmill regularly shipping timber and shipyard operating with 

schooner launched later in the year. 

1880 March Tomago settlement changed its name to Tomakin  

1880 April Government Gazette: April 1st Post offices will be established at Tomakin 

(Tomago).  

1880 September 10th Tenders for the erection and completion of new school buildings at 

Burry (Tomakin).  

1881 October There is no news of the Balclutha The station master at Bateman's Bay reports 

that a large dismasted vessel was tea miles off Tomakin on Monday morning. 

1881 The schooner C. Walker built at Tomakin. 

1883 January A second mill was established by Curtis and Kelsie at Tomakin. 

1883 April The Sophia Ann launched at Tomakin. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hamilton_Hume
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Robert_Johnson_(explorer)&action=edit&redlink=1
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Robert_Johnson_(explorer)&action=edit&redlink=1


1883 April The foreshores of the Tomago River are declared to be exempt from the power of 

leasing conferred by the 33rd section of the Fisheries Act of 1881. 

1883 July Schooner Bell, having just loaded 7,000 super feet of sawn timber from Tomakin, 

was driven ashore in an easterly gale and wrecked. 

1883 August 4th New Magistrates – Edward Jennings, Tomakin. 

1883 October 3rd Accepted Tenders for the erection of a telegraph line from Mogo to 

Tomakin. 

1883 October 30th Conveyance of Mails – Mogo and Tomakin, once a week.  

1884 February 14th Telegraph station opened at Tomakin. 

1885 January 22nd, Auction of Tomakin Sawmills and Plant, on the River Tomakin. 

1885 The Mayflower, three-masted auxiliary schooner of 149 tons gross, was built at 

Tomakin.  

1886 April 17th The schooner Hastings broke from her moorings at Tomakin.  

1886 November 6th Sawmill Plant for sale at Tomakin, cheap, commanding large area, good 

timber forests. 

1888 January 11th The schooner Alice Jane, employed in the coasting trade, has gone ashore 

at Tomakin. 

1889 June  The ketch Maggie Scott foundered off Tomakin  

1890 April 10th  Schooner Julius Vogel went ashore at Tomakin. 

1891 January 24th AUCTION SALE at SYDNEY of Tomakin sawmill and machinery.  

1891 June THE MISSING STEAMER TARAMUNG – wreckage washed ashore at 

Tomakin. 

1891 July. The ketch William and Alexander, a well-known coaster, went ashore during the 

recent easterly gale at Tomakin. 

1893 May 23rd Saw Mill for Sale at Tomakin. 

1895 July The proclamation declaring the foreshores of Tomago River to be public oyster 

reserves and exempt, from power of leasing, have been rescinded. 

1898 November 11th Ketch Forster went ashore at Tomakin. 

1899 The Annandale, a vessel of 108 tons, built at Tomakin. 



1899 September Mr. Burrows, of the Harbours and Rivers Department, has recommended a 

continuance of the reclamation works on the Tomakin River. 

1900 March 24th Permission was given to erect church at Tomakin. 

1901 March 2nd A large saw mill plant is to be removed from Tomakin, near Moruya, and 

re-established at Wandandian.  

1901 November 16th Gold:  At Tomakin, on the northern side of Moruya, two very 

promising reefs have been found.  

1901 September 17th  Launching of the “Three Cheers” at Tomakin. 

1902 April Mining in NSW – at Tomakin, just on the seaboard, the several reefing properties 

that were working until recently are now almost idle. 

1903 May 20th Thomson's Reef, near Tomakin, has just cleaned up a crushing of 7 tons for 

6oz. gold. 

1904 December 30th Tomakin School A concert was held at Tomakin last week to raise 

funds for purchasing material necessary under the new syllabus. 

1906 February 10th. Burry School concerning which tenders are called for repair, is none 

other than Tomakin, near Bateman’s Bay. 

1910 January 5th A resident of Tomakin has purchased a motor buggy which he uses for the 

transit of cheese to Bateman's Bay.  

1912 February 17th  the SS Astral crossed in at Tomakin on Monday, 5th February and 

clearly shows the port is safe and workable. 

1912 November The Tomakin sawmills, owned by Mr. S. Cook, have been formed into a 

company. 

1913 Jan 18th  The sawmill at Tomakin, established by Mr. S. Cook over 12 months ago has 

been floated into a limited company with a capital of £25,000  in £1 shares and with Mr. 

Cook as managing director.  

1913 September 27th –The Tomakin Sawmilling Company is constructing a tramline, 3 ½ 

miles in length. 

1914 January Tomakin Sawmills, Ltd., is being wound up. Mr. F. F. Shepherdson has been 

appointed liquidator.  

1914 February 21st – On Friday night of last week the Tomakin sawmills were completely 

destroyed by fire. The plant was insured. 



1914 March The Deputy Coroner, after inquiring into the circumstances connected with the 

recent fire at the Tomakin sawmills, near Moruya, N.S.W., found that it had been willfully 

caused. 

1914 June Supposed Arson. The Government offers a reward of £200 for such information 

as shall lend to the conviction of the person or -persons that set fire to the premises of the 

Tomakin Sawmills. 

1915 March. At Moruya bush fires broke out on Sunday, and many acres of grass have been 

destroyed in the vicinity of Tomakin, near which place Mr. Richard Barling's dwelling was 

saved from imminent danger by setting fires around the house to meet approaching flames. 

1922 September Perhaps one of the most practical examples of the true co-operative spirit on 

the Far South Coast to-day is in the erection of the Tomakin Cooperative Cheese Factory.  

1923 Cheese factory built at Tomakin. 

1924 April 29th Re-establishment of a receiving and telephone office at Tomakin. 

1966 June 29th Scenic coast road angers home owners council's plans were strongly 

criticised after it announced the route of the last section of the road from Rosedale to Moruya 

and its hopes of bitumen sealing the 22 miles of scenic road within one or two years. 

1970 Anchor from the bed of the Tomago River put on display at Mossy Point headland. 

1974 Cement Bridge over the Tomago River opened to traffic. 

1977 March 17th South Coast: proclamation published, restricting net fishing in the Tomago 

River for a period of 10 years, from February, 1967. 

1978 January Sunpatch gets its old name back. The Geographical Names Board has agreed to 

a request by Eurobodalla Shire Council to change the name back to the original Tomakin. 

1981 March Tomakin ratepayers have voted against the introduction of a sewerage scheme 

into their area - but not by an overwhelming margin. 

1981 December Tomago silting study sought. 

1984 November Sewerage system extended to Tomakin, Mossy Point and Broulee. 
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