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 FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK 

Firstly, I would like to thank our local rural fire 

service volunteers for their amazing work over 

the bushfire crisis. I would also like to thank 

the Tomakin Sports and Social Club for 

opening their doors to the community who 

fled to safety from the fires. I also understand 

residents put out spot fires in Tomakin, and 

opened their homes to those who needed 

help. It was such a terrible time for all of us, 

but we are a strong community, and looked 

out for each other to help get through this 

terrible event. Well done everyone! 

I would like to thank Holly our TCA Facebook 

editor for the tremendous work she did 

updating TCA’s Facebook site with timely 

information relevant to Tomakin over the 

bushfire crisis. There has been grateful  

feedback on the information provided and we 

now have around 1,000 new ‘Likes’ for our 

Facebook page. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Council has been in contact with TCA to seek views 

on issues relevant to Tomakin, post fires.  They are 

developing a Council data base of community needs 

in the immediate and longer term future. I have 

identified 3 initial issues: access to water at Barlings 

Beach car park near Melville Point, a formal pathway 

at the Melville Point end to Tomakin Cove Beach as 

the current pathway is very unsafe and overgrown, 

and Jack Buckley Memorial Park to be reviewed as a 

designated ‘safe place’.  

If you have any suggestions specific to Tomakin that 

could help in the next emergency, and let’s hope it’s not 

for a long time, please send your thoughts to 

contact@tomakincommunityassociation.com.au. I will 

collate your feedback and provide relevant issues to 

Council for future planning. 

I have been in touch with Council’s Natural Resource 

Officer, Courtney, about information on regrowth and 

new plants to consider post the bushfires. Courtney has 

referred me to two good links on Council’s Website: 

https://www.esc.nsw.gov.au/home/news-and-

events/media-releases/media-releases/out-of-the-

ashes-what-to-plant-after-a-bushfire and 

https://www.esc.nsw.gov.au/home/news-and-

events/media-releases/media-releases/how-the-bush-

springs-back - both worth a read. 

TCA is in the process of developing a ‘Plan for an 

Emergency’ resource which will be available to the 

Tomakin community in the near future. Information has 

been sourced from relevant organisations, and 

feedback received from the Tomakin community on 

additional information that would be helpful to better 

prepare for an emergency event. 

The following events have been cancelled: 
 
Sat March 28 – Batemans Bay Triathlon   
Festival @ Tomakin 
Sat April 25 – ANZAC DAY Ceremonies 
Thurs April 2 – TCA General Meeting 
Sat April 25 – Rally for Recovery – CLOSED 
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While there were no homes lost in Tomakin, the 

community went through a significant, traumatic event. 

There are a number of great support services in the 

Eurobodalla and I encourage you to seek support if you 

need it. Our local South Eastern NSW Primary Health 

Network – COORDINARE has some great information on 

their website: https://www.coordinare.org.au/for-the-

community/local-initiatives-and-community-

support/bushfire-support/. Included in this newsletter 

is a list of contacts which you might also find helpful as 

we recover and strengthen our mental wellbeing and 

resilience for now, and in the future. I hope you find 

this information helpful.  

I am delighted to report TCA had a great response to 

our recent email and Facebook notice to become an 

‘active’ volunteer member of TCA.  We have welcomed 

6 new (interim) Committee members for the remainder 

of 2019/20: Peter and Karen Crowe; Anne Kenney; 

Peter and Leoni Cornelly; and Simon Buckingham. Anne 

has also nominated as the TCA newsletter editor, and 

Simon will look after TCA’s website. I thank all of those 

who have volunteered, and look forward to meeting 

you all soon. 

TCA was delighted with the turnout at Carols by 

Candlelight night held at the Tomakin Sports and Social 

Club on Monday 9 December 2019. Special thanks to 

the Tuross Singers, Paul Marshall and Steve, Cameron 

McCarter, Abby May, and St Mary’s Primary School 

Choir for their wonderful singing. A special thank you to 

the organisors of the night Brad and Billy, Tomakin 

Sports and Social Club staff, and of course Santa who 

came along to give out lollies to the children. 

  

I was privileged to present a cheque for $770 to our 

local Broulee Rural Fire Service earlier this month. The 

money was collected at the Tomakin Sports and Social 

Club (donation bucket at front counter), and at the 

Carols by Candlelight night. Leeam Fisher, Deputy 

Captain (pictured) asked me to pass on his thanks to the 

community on behalf of the BRFS.  

 

 

Keep your eyes open for a new sign to replace the faded 

sign on Melville Point, which is expected to be installed 

before Easter. The new photo was provided by local 

photographer Josh Burkinshaw, and local graphic 

designer Shannan Gobsill (Design Bird) did the design 

work. It will look terrific and will complement the 

history sign installed last year. 

I’m delighted to report the 2020 Tomakin calendars sold 

out by mid-December 2019! It was a fantastic 

community project with many complements on the 

beautiful photos. Thank you to everyone who 

contributed photos, the sponsors, and the TCA sub-

committee volunteer group who made this calendar 

happen! All of the submitted photos are available on 

TCA’s website: 

https://www.tomakincommunityassociation.com  

A total of $7660 has been raised since our first Bunnings 

BBQ back in August 2015. This is an amazing result, so if 

you are interested in helping out at the BBQs which TCA 

is listed to host approximately every 3 months, send an 

email to contact@tomakincommunityassociation.com 

and ask to be placed on the BBQ volunteers list.  
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You may have seen the wonderful new mosaic 

installation on the amenities block near the main 

entrance to Tomakin Beach. This is the final stage of the 

‘Art on The Block’ project.  It’s been an amazing project 

lead by Kathy since 2015 and her fantastic band of 

volunteers. A big thank you to Kathy and the 

volunteers! 

 

Our local Tomakin IGA again donated $400 to TCA as 

part of the Community Chest Program. TCA is extremely 

grateful and thank IGA for their continued support.  

TCA has received numerous cash and equipment 

donations through this financial year. We have received 

a total of $786 in cash donations (to date), and recently 

received an icebox valued at $200 for the Bunning BBQ 

team from new TCA Committee members Peter and 

Leonie. Thank you everyone who has made a donation. 

Have you renewed your membership? Memberships 

are due at the beginning of each financial year. If you 

are not sure you are a current member, please email 

contact@tomakincommunityassociation.com.au to 

check your membership status. Our membership has 

dropped a little over the last 2 years, but the population 

of Tomakin has increased. So please consider joining 

and supporting TCA whose volunteers ensure our 

beautiful village of Tomakin is represented at all levels 

of government to maintain and review our public 

facilities and on-going safety.  

Unfortunately, due to the Coronavirus, TCA has decided 

to cancel the next TCA General Meeting scheduled for 2 

April 2020.  If you have any issues or feedback  you 

would like to raise with TCA, please send an email to 

contact@tomakincommunityassociation.com.au. 

With regards to Coronavirus and the health and welfare 

of the Tomakin community, TCA is looking at ways we 

can support more vulnerable community members 

through this difficult time. Our community has proven 

we can provide compassion and help in times of need, 

so in the meantime please keep in touch with our 

elderly, isolated, and frail residents to make sure they 

are OK. 

You can keep in touch with what’s happening on TCA’s 

Facebook page, or the website: 

https://www.tomakincommunityassociation.com/  

Take care everyone. 

Debbie Campion 

President 

NSW Tomakin Community Association 

 

ASSISTANCE AND SUPPORT SERVICES 

The following information has been provided by the 

Eurobodalla Shire Council’s Bushfire Recovery Centre 

Service NSW 
Ph: 13 77 88 
https://www.service.nsw.gov.au/campaign/bushfire-
customer-care-service  
 
Eurobodalla Shire Council 
Ph: 4474 1000 
https://www.esc.nsw.gov.au  
 
Centrelink Batemans Bay 
Ph: 180 22 66 
 
NSW Mental Health Line 
Ph: 1800011 511 
https://www.snswlhd.health.nsw.gov.au/our-
services/mental-health-services/community-mental-
health-services 
 
Lifeline 
Ph: 13 11 14 
 
Kids Helpline 
Ph: 1800 55 1800 
 
MensLine 
Ph: 1300 78 99 78 
 
Mental Health Line 
Ph: 1800 011 511  
 
Beyond Blue  
Ph: 1300 224 636 
https://www.beyondblue.org.au 
 
Black Dog 
https://www.blackdoginstitute.org.au/ 
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Australian Psychological Society 
https://www.psychology.org.au/for-the-
public/Psychology-topics/Disasters/Bushfires 
 
Emerging Minds 
https://emergingminds.com.au/resources/educators-
resource-pack-supporting-children-after-bushfires/ 

 

TOMAKIN COASTCARE 

I have moved north for family reasons and so wanted to 

give a report of my time in Tomakin. In 1999, I was 

runner up in the pool comp then in 2003 won a meat 

tray, the following year won a $50 voucher then after a 

few lean years in 2014 was voted most improved 

bowler by fellow teammates! 

I would most like to be remembered for the bloke who 

led a team of volunteers over last 6 years that healed a 

section of Tomaga River and also for planting out some 

other degraded spots! A big thanks to all who helped 

particularly Col and Jill who have been there from the 

start with special thanks to Jill for reliably reminding the 

team about our workdays! 

The Landcare movement in Australia has over 100,000 

volunteers organised into 6000 groups. A recent study 

indicated that Landcare in NSW generates over 500 

million per year to the state’s economy. 

With Emma Patyus’ help from Council, Tomakin 

Coastcare will stay strong into the future. 

Best Wishes 

Graeme Henwood 

TOMAKIN COASTCARE REPORT 

After the devastation of the fires it was wonderful to 

have the Tomakin Coastcare group meet on the last 

Thursday of February for our first official working bee of 

the year. 

The Group met at the base of Melville Point for a walk 

around Tomakin to get a better idea of work that the 

team will undertake this year. Emma Patyus, Landcare 

Coordinator at Eurobodalla Shire Council (ESC) joined 

us.  

The Tomakin Coastcare Group have put their hands up 

to help with planting/regeneration in the burnt-out 

areas such as Broulee, Mogo, Malua Bay and also the 

Botanical Gardens, if volunteers are needed.  

There is a shire-wide shortage of native plants for re-

vegetation after the fires, as well as a need to preserve 

and care for existing native habitat to support 

remaining wildlife. Our first few working bees will focus 

on learning how to propagate local native vegetation 

from seeds and cuttings and on replanting and 

maintaining bush areas. 

Emma advised that the Council is doing grant 

submissions for Landcare bushfire funds. 

Monitoring of bushfire sites is underway; some areas 

still too dangerous to enter. 

The Group is currently meeting at 9am on the last 

Thursday of each month.  

For further information contact Emma Patyus at 

Emma.Patyus@esc.nsw.gov.au 

CLEAN UP AUSTRALIA DAY – TOMAKIN  

 

This year our meeting point was at the Sunpatch Parade 

entrance to Tomakin Cove.  We had 9 participants on 

the day. 

Areas covered were Melville Point, Tomakin Beach, 

Tomakin Cove, the bush area at Barlings Beach, the 

bush area behind The Cove and Tomakin Beach through 

to the boat ramp and JB Park, the streets of Tomakin 

village and JB Park to the Service Station. 

It was very heartening to find only a small amount of 

rubbish in most places although there was some 

builders rubbish found around the Barlings Beach area. 

In a couple of streets in Tomakin there was also broken 

bottles and other rubbish. 

In discussion with participants of this year’s clean up, 

next year we are looking at identifying other areas 

around Tomakin that would benefit from Clean up 
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Australia Day, for example George Bass Drive from 

Tomakin to the bridge. 

 

Lorna Habermann 

Site Supervisor, Clean Up Australia Day 

Tomakin 

RALLY FOR RECOVERY 

Rally for Recovery has been doing extraordinary things 

over the past few months.  

Late last year we donated $80,000.00 to the Kids Cancer 

Centre at Randwick Children’s Hospital which put the 

total raised by Rally to over $2 million dollars and the 

hospital recognized this achievement by presenting 

Rally with a replica of the “ Bell” they have in Sydney 

which the Children ring when they finish their 

treatment at the hospital and a plaque please take a 

look the next time you’re at the shed. Last month we 

sent another donation of $50,000 to Sydney which is 

fantastic considering all that has gone on in our area 

over the past few months.   

We were extremely lucky here in Tomakin during 

Dec/Jan fires but not so for many others in our 

neighbouring areas and this was why we offered to help 

wherever we could. We have been busy helping with 

the relief efforts for fire victims in the area. Straight 

away we filled the Rally truck and went out in the 

community delivering much needed supplies to 

people’s homes. We then set up for relief at the shed so 

people could get supplies of food and household 

necessities. Since then we have been helping donate 

household goods from our shed and from donations 

brought from Canberra people to the fire victims.  

The relief effort will continue for a long time and we are 

pleased to be able to assist any way we can.  

I would like to acknowledge the community for the way 

we have all pulled together during this terrible summer. 

I want to thank the local people for their generosity in 

these hard times and also all our visitors for their 

support.  

Our volunteers have been amazing and up to the 

challenge for all the extra work we have been doing and 

which they know will be on going for some time.  

I had the privilege to be invited to this week’s 

Community Cabinet meeting in Narooma. To be able to 

hopefully, have some input on the way forward after 

the devastation in NSW this summer.   

Rally will be closed on Anzac Day April 25th out of 

respect for our Service personnel.  

We will hold our special sale day on Easter Saturday 

11th April. We will have our BBQ going and lots of 

bargains so come along and bring your friends. Opening 

8.30 to 1pm on that day   

Once again, our “Thanks” go out to everyone who helps 

make Rally for Recovery a great success.   

Ken Sloan 

 

 
 

 

TCA has a Facebook page 

If you’re on Facebook head over to 

www.facebook.com/TomakinCA and “like” us to keep 

up to date with what’s happening in Tomakin. 

 
TCA has a website 
You can find our website at 
www.tomakincommunityassociation.com   
The site includes projects, events, newsletters, 
membership forms, minutes of meetings, history and a 
photo gallery. 
 



Membership Application Form 

    Renewal          New Member   

Applicant 1        

First Name  

Last Name  

Phone    

Email   

 Do you wish to receive the newsletter via email?         YES             NO   
  

Address   
 

Applicant 2 

First Name  

Last Name  
  
  

Membership Fees  
 

 1 year ($5 per person) 

 2 years ($10 per person)  
Please circle: Fees paid by  Cash     Cheque  EFT 

Donations   
 

Would you like to make a donation towards projects for the benefit of the Tomakin Community?              

Amount $_____________  

Other Information  

I/We hereby apply for membership to the Tomakin Community Association Inc. 

I/We agree to abide by the relevant membership provisions under the TCA Constitution.  

I/We agree to receive relevant TCA emails.  

Constitution can be found at https://www.tomakincommunityassociation.com/about  
 

Membership payments can be made by Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT) upon request by contacting the 

Treasurer at contact@tomakincommunityassociation.com . Alternatively, you can leave monies and forms at 

The Tomakin Sports & Social Club reception, The Rivermouth Café or post to PO Box 207, Moruya NSW 2537. 
 

 Memberships run by financial year and are due on the 1st of July. 
 

Signature   

Applicant 1                                                                             Date: 

Applicant 2                                                                             Date:  
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